PREFACE


In 1979 the General Curia of the Order published a volume under the title of Living in Freedom under Grace. Augustinian Spirit and Spirituality in the Writings of Popes and Priors General (1953 - 1978). Since then, 20 years have passed by, so for that reason we considered it opportune to publish a second volume, to follow the first, which would include also documents of recent years.


We should note that, unlike the first volume, we have included also the documents of General Chapters of the Order. The practice which began with the publication of the Document of the Intermediate General Chapter which took place in Dublin in 1974 and which has become known as the Dublin Document, has been kept up in subsequent years. To a greater or lesser degree almost all General Chapters, both ordinary and intermediate, have offered some document  as a reflection of the effort made by the Order to encourage thought about our identity, our role in the Church and in the world of the day, our commitment to evangelisation, etc. As well we have published another important document for the life and spirituality of the Order entitled Rule for Augustinian Lay Fraternities

The fact that the above mentioned Dublin Document was not included in the first volume made us think it opportune to include it in this second volume, even though this involves a chronological inconsistency. As well as that document, this second volume of Living in Freedom under Grace, includes documents which bridge the years  between 1979 and the General Chapter of September 1989, and is divided into four sections: documents of Pope John Paul II, documents of the General Chapters, documents of the Priors General and other documents. Before the General Chapter of 2001 we hope to publish a third volume of the series containing relevant documents.


The Preface of the first volume indicated that it “provides much material for initial and on-going Augustinian formation; it forms a resumé of matters which have great significance for the life of the Order; it offers much food for spiritual thought and prayer; it serves as an unofficial commentary on not a few ideas which are presented only synthetically in the Constitutions; and it is also intended as an aid for the busy preacher or retreat director, especially with regards to making better known the modernity of Augustine and his striking thoughts”. We could not better express the aim of this second volume which like the previous one is published in English, Spanish and Italian, with the intention that the documents be accessible to a wide readership, no only of Augustinians but to the whole Augustinian Family. We hope it will contribute to a better way of living our life and spirituality.

Rome, 1999
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