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IntroductionPRIVATE 


From its very beginnings our Order decided on the manner in which some ceremonies were to be conducted. The Rule itself provided our first religious with a basis for establishing con​crete and uniform rubrics for the entire Order. The General Chapter of Siena in 1295 issued this decree:


Since what is written in the Rule of Blessed Augustine our father does not determine that offices are to be sung or not sung, we decree and command that uniformity be observed everywhere in the Order in regard both to Passions and readings and the Benedicamus and other ecclesiastical chants, following the example of the Ordinarium.1

Some Augustinian manuscripts of the thirteenth and four​teenth centuries that are preserved in various libraries bring together regulations of a ceremonial and liturgical kind under the heading of Ordinationes. The earliest manuscript, written at the end of the thirteenth century or the beginning of the fourteenth, is the Codex Reginenis, which is kept in the Apostolic Vatican Library. It is attributed to Blessed Clement of Osimo, one of the first priors general of the Order.2 This codex supplemented the norms in the Constitutions and was to be followed by all the communities in order to promote unity in the Order.


In the general archives of the Order there are a number of later editions of these Ordinationes, which were printed as an appendix to the Constitutions. It seems that our Order was a pioneer in the development of ordinationes and that these exerted a strong influence on other Mendicant Orders.


In their content these Ordinationes do not correspond completely to what we find in recent editions of the Ritual. Some rites, such as those of religious profession and others, were for centuries a part of the text of the Constitutions, whereas today they are brought together in the Ritual.


Also included in the Ritual were elements taken from the Roman Ritual, as well as other rites, formulas, and prayers found in the more or less official books used in the Order. For example, the Ritual came to include elements from the appendix of the Augus​tinian Propers for the Divine Office or from the Ceremonialia or from a publication of Father Luchini on the method used in cele​brating chapters. Also included were prayers proper to the Third Order and the pious associations, together with the rites for incorporation into these.


When Father Eustasio Esteban was prior general of the Order, he compiled and synthesized all this material into a single book that has since been known as the Ritual of the Order of Saint Augustine. It was published in 1928 and it brought together into a single work elements that came from various sources; this was done in order to make it easy for all the religious to use one and the same work, which was regarded as complementary to the Constitu​tions.


This book was, then, an aid; it was intended to promote the prayer life of the religious communities and to be of assistance at the incorporation of members into the community, at the cele​bration of chapters, and at other events in the ordinary life of the Order.


The Ritual of the Order was last revised in 1980, in light of the liturgical renewal set in motion by the Second Vatican Council. In response to petitions, the General Council of the Order decided to undertake a new revision, and it entrusted the work to the International Liturgical Commission. Without changing the more essential parts, the commission tried to simplify some texts and to enrich the content of the Ritual with new options, while taking as its guiding principle that it seek inspiration in Saint Augustine and in the Augustinian tradition.


The commission did its work in collaboration with the General Council. After holding an extensive consultation between major superiors and some experts, the General Council approved the revision of the Ritual on 22 December 2000, with a view to the presentation of it to the next ordinary general chapter.


In the name of the council I express the gratitude of the Order to the commission that worked on this revision. I also express the hope that the revised Ritual will help foster the Augustinian dimension of our communal life.

Rome                                     


Miguel Angel Or​casitas

May 4, 2001                              


Prior General O.S.A.


Notes

1. Analecta Augustiniana 2, 370.

2. The codex was examined and transcribed by Father Langeveld of the Province of Holland; see C. Langeveld, O.S.A., Ordinationes et Ordinarium cum notis OESA (manuscript). 
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Part One

Common Prayers

blank

Chapter 1

BEGINNING AND ENDING OF COMMON PRAYERS
1. Opening Prayer in Presence of Blessed Sacrament
Whoever presides over the assembly begins the prayer (+); it is continued by the participants (*). One of the following formularies may be chosen.

1. First Form


+ How holy this feast,

* in which Christ is our food: 

his passion is recalled, 

grace fills our hearts,

and we receive a pledge of the glory to come.

+ Let us pray.

Lord Jesus Christ,

in this most wonderful sacrament

you have left us the memorial of your passion;

deepen our reverence for the mystery of your body and blood,

that we may experience within us the fruit of your redemption.

You live and reign for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

Or:


+ Let us pray.

The bread you give, O God,

is Christ’s flesh for the life of the world;

the cup of his blood

is your covenant for salvation.

Grant that we who worship Christ in this holy mystery

may reverence him in the needy of this world

by lives poured out for the sake of that kingdom

where he lives and reigns for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

2. Second Form


+ 0 sacrament of love,

* sign of our unity, bond of our fraternity, 

those who long for life have here its very source. 

Let them come here and believe;

unite with you and live. (1)

+ Let us pray.

Lord,

we give you praise in the eucharist,

the memorial of our salvation in Christ.

Grant that this holy sacrament

may be for us a sign of unity

and a bond of love.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

3. Third Form

+ In the banquet of the Lord

* we are united as the body of Christ

made visible before us in the sacrament of the altar

and with us in the bond of peace. (2)

+ Let us pray.

O God of compassion,

in Jesus, our Savior,

you welcome us to your table

and provide us with nourishment in abundance.

Teach us to share with others

the gifts you have given us

and so build up the body of Christ.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

R. Amen.

2. Opening Prayer Where the Blessed Sacrament Is Not Present

4. + Great are you, O Lord,

 
and worthy of praise!


* How limitless is your power!


How immeasurable your wisdom!


You have so made us that we long for you


and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. (3)


Or:


5. + O God, my tongue


* extols your divine majesty,


for you made the heavens and earth:


the heavens that I see,


the earth that I walk,


the body of clay that I carry;


it was you who made them all. (4)

3. Closing Prayer

In the Liturgy of the Hours the appropriate ending of each hour is used; for other prayers one of the following conclusions.

6. + We worship you, Lord,

we venerate your cross,

we praise your resurrection.

* Through the cross you brought joy to the world.

Or:

7. + O Holy Virgin,

* so holy, that the Holy Spirit deigned to come to you;

so fair, that God chose you as spouse and mother;

so fruitful, that the entire world is blessed in the child of your womb;

and all peoples look to you as mother!

Or:


8. + We turn to you for protection

* holy Mother of God.

Listen to our prayers

and help us in our needs.

Save us from every danger,

glorious and blessed Virgin. 

Or:
9. + Under the protection of Mary, our Mother,

* may we be fearless in waging the battle of faith,

steadfast in holding the teaching of the apostles,

and tranquil in spirit amid the storms of this world,

until we reach the joy of your heavenly city. 

blank

Chapter 2

BEGINNING AND ENDING OF COMMON ACTS
1. Invocation of the Holy Spirit
10. First Form

+ Come, Holy Spirit,

* fill the hearts of your faithful

and kindle in them the fire of your love.

+ Let us pray.

O God,

you have instructed the hearts of the faithful

by the light of the Holy Spirit.

Grant that in the same Holy Spirit

we may be truly wise

and ever rejoice in his consolation.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

11. Second Form

+ Come, Holy Spirit,

* fill the hearts of your faithful

and kindle in them the fire of your love.

+ Let us pray.

God our Father,

you revealed the wonderful mystery of the Godhead

by sending into the world

the Word who speaks all truth

and the Spirit who makes us holy.

Grant that we may proclaim the fullness of faith

and may acknowledge your adorable presence as one God.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

12. Third Form

+ Come, Holy Spirit,

* fill the hearts of your faithful

and kindle in them the fire of your love.

+ Let us pray.

O God, 

to you every heart lies open

and every desire is known,

from you no secret is hidden;

purify our inmost thoughts

with the light of the Holy Spirit,

that we may love you

and offer you fitting praise.

Grant this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.


13. Fourth Form

+ Come, Holy Spirit,

* fill the hearts of your faithful


and kindle in them the fire of your love.


+ Let us pray.

Lord,

accept our prayers

and fill our hearts with the light of your Holy Spirit,

seeking you in all things,

so that, we may do your will with gladness.

Grant this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.
2. A Common Act or Meeting


14. First Form: In God the beginning and end.

+ Where two or three are gathered in my name,

I am there among them, says the Lord. (Mt 18:20)

* Give what you command, command what you will. (5)

+ Let us pray.

Direct our actions, Lord, by your holy inspiration

and carry them forward by your gracious help,

that all our works may begin in you

and by you be happily ended.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

R. Amen.

15. Second Form: Commitment to work.

+ Where two or three are gathered in my name,

I am there among them, says the Lord. (Mt 18:20)

* Give what you command, command what you will. (6)

+ Let us pray.

O God, creator of the universe,

you have imposed the duty of work on the human race;

grant in your kindness

that our labors may bring development in this life

and help to extend the kingdom of Christ,

who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

R. Amen.

16. Third Form: Completion of creation.

+ Where two or three are gathered in my name,

I am there among them, says the Lord. (Mt 18:20)

* Give what you command, command what you will (7)

+ Let us pray.

O God,

you have given human hands

the power to harness the forces of nature;

hear our prayer,

that, facing our labors with a Christian spirit,

we may show genuine charity to our fellow workers,

and together strive to bring your creation to fulfillment.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

R. Amen.

17. Fourth Form: Unity of mind and heart.

+ The very reason for your living together

* is that you not only dwell in the one house,

but that you share one heart and mind.

+ Let us pray.

O God of mercy,

you have called us to live in unity of mind and heart.

Grant that at this gathering,

in accordance with your holy will,

we will strive to strengthen the bonds of fraternal love.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

18. Fifth Form: Be with us in our work.


+ We have no complete rest

* until iniquity passes away

and justice is turned into judgment. (8)

+ Let us pray.


Give us, O Lord,



a heart intent on you,


a soul that delights in you,


a mind that contemplates you,


an intellect intent on you,


and a will that is  ever faithful to you.


Be with us in our work


so that we foster the common good of the Church,


of the Order, and of the whole world.


Grant this through Christ our Lord. (9)


R. Amen.


19. Sixth Form: The intercession of Our Mother of Good Counsel.

+ Whoever does the will of my Father

is my brother and sister and mother. (Mt 12:50)

* Because Christ is truth and peace and justice,

conceive him in faith,

give birth to him in works,

so that what Mary’s womb did for the flesh of Christ,

your hearts may do for Christ’s law. (10)

+ Let us  pray.



O God,

how generously you poured out

the gifts of your Holy Spirit

upon the Virgin Mary

and made her the worthy Mother and willing helper of the Redeemer.

May we, like Our Mother of Good Counsel,

be enriched with the same gifts, and obey your will,

and give ourselves wholeheartedly to the furthering of your plan

to renew all things in Christ

who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

20. Seventh Form: Intercession of Mary, spiritual teacher.


+ The holy virgin Mary


* did the will of the Father.


It meant more for Mary to have been a disciple of Christ


than to have been the mother of Christ. (11)

+ Let us pray.

O blessed Trinity,

you have given us the Blessed Virgin Mary

to be our Mother and our spiritual guide.

Grant that in her school

we may rediscover the ideal of the evangelical life,

learn again to love you above all things,

and contemplate your Word made flesh,

as we serve you and humankind with the same solicitude.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

21. Eighth Form: Intercession of Saint Augustine.

+You alone, O God, we love,

* you alone we follow,

you alone we seek,

you alone we feel ready to serve,

because you alone rule justly.

We wish to be at your service.

Command us, we pray, to do whatever you will,

but heal and open our ears

that we may hear your voice.

Heal and open our eyes

that we may see your signs. (12)

+ Let us pray.

O God,

you gave our holy father Augustine

the gift of wisdom to help others

to know and do your will.

Grant that following the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,

we too may bring Christ to others,

and proclaim your greatness

with the praise of our lips and the holiness of our lives.

Grant this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

3. THE BEGINNING OF AN ACADEMIC ACTIVITY

22. First Form: Come, Spirit of Wisdom.

+ Come, Holy Spirit,

* fill the hearts of your faithful

and kindle in them the fire of your love.

+ Let us pray.

O God,

you have instructed the hearts of the faithful

by the light of the Holy Spirit.

Grant that in the same Holy Spirit

we may be truly wise

and ever rejoice in his consolation.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

23. Second Form: Inspire, O Lord, our actions.

+ Come, Holy Spirit,

* fill the hearts of your faithful

and kindle in them the fire of your love.

+ Let us pray.

Direct our actions, Lord, by your holy inspiration

and carry them forward by your gracious help,

that all our works may begin in you

and by you be happily ended.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

R. Amen.

4. ENDING WORK OR A COMMON ACT

24. + We give you thanks

* for all your gifts,

almighty God,

living and reigning

now and for ever. Amen.                              

Or:

25. + Gracious God,

there is no end to your mercy.

We thank you for the gifts you have given us,

and we pray that we may never lose faith in your help.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.


Or:
26. Eternal Father,

we give you thanks for the gift of the Holy Spirit,

and we pray:

illumine your Church with the radiance of your life-giving Word

so that, in the splendor of your truth,

we may keep walking toward the wonder of your love.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

27. On more solemn occasions hymns of thanksgiving may be sung, for example, the Te Deum.
Also the prayers from Chapter VI: “For celebrations of chapters of religious” may be used.

Chapter 3

PRAYERS FOR THE AUGUSTINIAN FAMILY AND BENEFACTORS
blank


28. Prayers for the Augustinian Family and Benefactors may be said:


1. During the Eucharistic Liturgy, in the General Intercessions.


2. During the Liturgy of the Hours, in the invocations of Morning Prayer and

the petitions of Evening Prayer.
3. Outside of Mass and the Liturgy of the Hours, at a time of common prayer.

4. A prayer on the occasion of the death of a brother or sister is appropriate.

1. DURING THE EUCHARISTIC LITURGY

29. Each day one petition for the living and one for the dead may be inserted in the general intercessions of the Mass.

2. DURING THE LITURGY OF THE HOURS

30. From the following petitions one for the living in Morning Prayer and one for the


deceased in Evening Prayer may be chosen to be added to the petitions in the Liturgy


of the Hours, or others may be composed:

31. At Morning Prayer



Sunday


1. You lavished your grace on the Virgin Mary, O Lord, at the incarnation of your Son;


- send forth your Holy Spirit on the Church and the Augustinian Family.


Or: 


1. You love us with boundless goodness;


- grant that all our work will benefit the common good.(13)


2. You, Lord, granted to our holy father Augustine and his followers the grace to search for you in a life of study and to find you in contemplation;


- increase in us the desire to search for you and reveal yourself to us in the wonders of your creation.


Monday


1. You, Lord, have given us as our advocate the Virgin Mary, Mother of Good Counsel;


- help the pope, bishops, and superiors of the Order in their tasks as guides and shepherds.


Or:


1. Christ, living witness of authentic communion of life;


- give us the ability to place the common good before our own.(14)


2. Through the intercession of Saint Monica, who through tears and prayers brought about the conversion of her son;


- keep in your love our parents, relatives, friends, and benefactors.


Tuesday


1. You, Lord, made your servant Saint Nicholas of Tolentino famous in your Church through his holiness and miracles;


- grant that the Augustinian family may likewise give to the world a witness of your love.


Or:


1. Christ, your love burns like fire;


-  help us to be ready to heal hurts in the community.(15)


2. Through the intercession of our brothers and sisters of the Augustinian Family who have reached holiness;


- grant that we may ever remain faithful to your calling.


Wednesday


1. You inflamed with love our sisters Rita and Clare;


- may our sisters of contemplative life prolong this same love in the heart of the Church and show to all their deep faith and love.


Or:


1. You, Lord, have called us into this holy sharing of life;


- grant that we may form one heart and one soul intent upon you.(16)


2. Through the intercession of our brothers and sisters of the Augustinian Family who through prayer and apostolic work have reached holiness;


- make fruitful the work of missionaries and those especially involved in pastoral ministry. 


Thursday


1. Lord, you allowed Augustine to experience the joy of communion with you and with friends in the common life;


- strengthen the members of the Augustinian Family in this ideal.


Or:


1. Lord Jesus, you taught us how to pray;


- help us to ponder in our hearts the words that come from our lips.(17)


2. Through the intercession of Saints Thomas of Villanova, John of Sahagun, and Ezekiel Moreno, who dedicated their lives to the salvation of souls;


- inspire in the hearts of the young the desire to imitate those achievements in their lives.


Friday


1. You gave strength to Saints John Stone and Magdalene of Nagasaki and so many other brothers and sisters to show their fidelity to you through the ultimate testimony of martyrdom;


- grant to the young who have embraced the Augustinian way of life the strength and generosity to follow you.


Or:


1. You have said: “The harvest is great, but the laborers are few;”


- increase in our Augustinian Family missionaries of the gospel.


2. Lord, you have welcomed the selfless dedication of so many brothers and sisters;


- today also draw men and women to follow you with generous hearts.


Saturday


1. We honor, Lord, Mary, your mother, as our Mother of Consolation;


- through her intercession grant serenity, peace, and joy to the sisters and brothers of our Augustinian Family.


Or:


1. You, Christ, are the source of holiness;


- may we, like Mary, know how to fulfill the will of God.


2. Lord, with so many brothers and sisters who have given witness to the common life and have been models of sanctity;


- let us remember that we are all called to the same holiness.


32. Evening Prayer

Sunday


1. O Lord, you are the way, the truth, and the life;


- may our brothers and sisters serve you joyfully all the days of their life.


2. Merciful God, source of pardon and salvation;


- grant to our brothers and sisters who have passed beyond the threshold of time a share in eternal happiness.


Or:


2. O Lord, through the merits of your death and glorious resurrection;


- give eternal rest to the deceased brothers and sisters of the Augustinian Family.


Monday


1. Through the intercession of all those who were made holy through suffering;


- be near, Lord, to our sisters and brothers who suffer in body or in spirit.


2. God, author of true communion of life;


- grant to our brothers, sisters, and benefactors who have preceded us to your right hand the enjoyment of the perfect communion of life in heaven.(18)


Or:


2. You, Lord, are full of mercy toward those who call upon you with trust;


- we ask your pardon for our deceased family members, relatives, friends, and benefactors. 



Tuesday


1. You, Lord, are ever benevolent and tenderhearted;


- keep under your care our families, relatives, friends, and benefactors.


2. O Spirit of God, source of all peace;


- give to our deceased brothers and sisters the peace that knows no evening.


Or:


2. O Lord, you have promised eternal life to those who left all and followed you;


- with confidence we entrust to you the brothers and sisters of the Augustinian Family whom you have called to yourself.


Wednesday


1. Through the intercession of the martyrs who remained faithful to you, even to the shedding of blood;


- enlighten and strengthen those who are weak in faith and in their fidelity to their  vocation.


2. Father of mercies and God of all consolation;


- grant to our deceased brothers and sisters a share in your eternal happiness.


Or:


2. O Lord, you ascended into heaven to prepare a place for your followers;


- do not forget those who are yours through the seal of baptism and religious consecration.


Thursday


1. Lord, you have compassion for the poor and the abandoned;


- we entrust to you our brothers and sisters who are in difficulties.


2. You listened to the plea of the good thief;


- give to our brothers and sisters of our Order the joy of your paradise.


Or:


2. To our brothers (sisters) whom you have called to yourself [and particularly our brother (sister) N.];


- grant eternal peace together with Mary and all the saints.


Friday


1. O Lord, you indeed are the master of the vineyard and the harvest;


- we commend to you all those who have asked for our prayers and those who are in our pastoral care.


2. Merciful God, source of pardon and salvation;


- grant to our brothers and sisters who have passed beyond the threshold of time a share in eternal happiness.


Or:


2. You made the cross, O Lord, the instrument of salvation;


- gather in your kingdom all victims of violence and injustice.


Saturday


1. O Lord, in the past we invoked the Virgin Mary under the title of Our Lady of Help;


- grant through her intercession to the members of this community health of mind and peace of soul.


2.  God, author of true communion of life;


- grant to our brothers, sisters, and benefactors who have departed this life enjoyment of the perfect communion of life in heaven.(19)


Or:


2. Lord, in the midst of the angels and saints you glorified the Virgin Mary;


- number among the blessed the deceased brothers and sisters of the Augustinian Family.

3. OUTSIDE OF THE EUCHARISTIC LITURGY AND THE LITURGY OF THE HOURS
First Form

33. +We bring to the Lord all the living

      who are near and dear to us,

      especially our brothers, sisters,

      our parents and relatives,

      and benefactors of the Augustinian Order.

Pause for silent prayer.

+Let us listen to the words of sacred scripture.

34. A reader reads the following passage:

From the Letter of Paul to the Philippians (1:3-7).

I thank God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 


35. Litany
Our Mother of Good Counsel


pray for us

Our holy father Augustine



pray for us

Saint Monica





pray for us

Saint Clare of Montefalco



pray for us

Saint Nicholas of Tolentino



pray for us

Saint Clare of Montefalco



pray for us

Saint Rita of Cascia




pray for us

Saint John of Sahagun



pray for us

Saint Thomas of Villanova



pray for us

Saint Magdalene of Nagasaki



pray for us

Saint John Stone




pray for us

Saint Ezekiel Moreno




pray for us

Saint Alonso de Orozco



pray for us

All Augustinian holy women and men

pray for us


36. For the Order of Saint Augustine
+ Let us pray

Renew, Lord, by the light of the gospel

the Order of Saint Augustine.

Strengthen the bonds of unity between all our brothers and sisters

likewise with N., our pope, N., our prior general,

and N., our prior provincial.

Grant that we, your followers, united in mind and heart,

may continue as signs of unity and peace

in a world torn by strife and discord.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

+ Let us remember all those who have gone before us with the sign of faith.

37. A reader reads the following passage:

From the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians (15:54-57).

When this perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body puts on immortality, then the saying that is written will be fulfilled: “Death has been swallowed up in victory. Where, o death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting”? The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

38. + Lord, by suffering the passion

you destroyed our sins,

have mercy on us.

R. Lord, have mercy.

+ Christ, by rising from the dead

you opened to us the gate of eternal life,

have mercy on us.

R. Christ, have mercy.

+ Lord, by returning to the Father

you have prepared for us a place in your kingdom,

have mercy on us.

R. Lord, have mercy.

39. + Let us pray.

Lord God,

wellspring of forgiveness

and loving author of our salvation,

in your mercy hear our prayers

and through the intercession

of the blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints,

bestow on the members of our community,

(Province, Order, Congregation),

our friends, relatives, and benefactors

who have passed from this world

a share in your everlasting happiness.

Grant this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

40. + Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord.

All: And let perpetual light shine on them.

+ May they rest in peace.

R. Amen.

Second Form

41. + We remember before the Lord all the living close to us,

especially our brothers, our sisters, parents, relatives,

and benefactors of the Augustinian Order.

Pause for silent prayer

+ Let us listen to the word of God.

42. A reader reads the following passage:

From the Letter of Paul to the Philippians (1:8-11).

God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that on the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.

43. Litany

+ Let us call upon the intercession of the saints and blessed of the Augustinian Family.

Holy Mother of God




pray for us

Holy Angels of God




pray for us

Saint Joseph





pray for us

Holy martyrs





pray for us

Holy hermits





pray for us

Holy doctors and teachers



pray for us

Holy religious and priests



pray for us

Holy consecrated virgins



pray for us

Holy widows and penitents



pray for us

All Saints and Blessed of the Augustinian Order 
pray for us 


44. (For the benefactors of the Augustinian Order)


+ Let us pray.


God of beauty,

keep our Augustinian Order alert in faith

to the signs of the times

and eager to accept the challenge of the gospel.

Open our hearts to the needs of all humanity,

especially those who have shared with us their resources,

so that sharing their grief and anguish,

their joy and hope,

we may faithfully bring them the good news of salvation

and advance together with them on the way to your kingdom

where you live and reign for ever and ever.

R. Amen.


+ And now we recall all those who have gone before us marked with the sign of faith.


45. A reader reads the following passage:

From Sermon 252 of our holy father Augustine

When we arrive at that rest after this toil, our only business will be the praise of God, our activity there consists in alleluia. What does alleluia mean? “Praise God.” Who can praise God without ceasing or flagging, but the angels? They do not get hungry, they do not get thirsty, they do not get sick, they do not die.

It is after this age and after our toil that we will find fullness without ceasing in alleluia. Let us say it as much as we can, so that we may deserve to say it always. There, our food will be alleluia, our drink alleluia, the activity of our rest alleluia, our whole joy will be alleluia, that is, the praise of God.(20)

46. + Let us pray together:

Hail Mary…

47. + Praised be to you, O God,

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

who in your great mercy

have regenerated us

through the resurrection of Jesus from the dead,

and given us a lively hope

and a birthright that will never tarnish or fade.

Hear the prayer we address to you

for all our dear ones who have left this world:

open the arms of your mercy

and receive them in the glorious assembly of holy Jerusalem.

To the Church on its pilgrim way

you have given the Blessed Virgin Mary as a shining light;

through her intercession you sustain our faith,

so that no obstacle will force us off the path

which leads us to you,

our joy without end.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

+ May their souls and  the souls of the faithful departed,

through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

R. Amen.

4. FOR DECEASED AUGUSTINIAN BROTHERS AND SISTERS
48. On the death of an Augustinian brother or sister, before the funeral, the community may gather – also with the people – around the deceased brother or sister, for a community prayer of suffrage.


Invitation to prayer


49. Whoever presides says the following to the assembly:


+ Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

the Father of mercies,

and the God of all consolation,

who comforts us in all our afflictions,

so that we may be able to console those

who are in any affliction with the consolation

with which we ourselves are consoled by God.

(2 Cor 1:3-5)

Reading

50. A reader reads one of the following passages:

From the Book of the Soliloquies with God.

When shall I come to see the face of my God?

O day of brightness that knows no evening,

on which the sun does not set,

when I shall hear the voice of praise,

the voice of exaltation and splendor.

Come and share the master’s happiness,

enter into eternal joy

in the house of the Lord your God. (21))

Or:

51. From the book of the Confessions of our holy father Augustine.

I was amazed that other mortals went on living

when he was dead whom I had loved

as though he would never die,

and still more amazed that I could go on living myself

when he was dead –I, who had been like another self to him.

It was well said that a friend is half one’s own soul.

I felt that my soul and his had been but one soul in two bodies,

and I shrank from life with loathing

because I could not bear to be only half alive;

and perhaps I was so afraid of death

because I did not want the whole of him to die,

whom I had loved so dearly.(22)

The Lord’s Prayer


52. + United in mind and heart,

let us pray with the words of Jesus:

Our Father….

Concluding Prayers

53. + Almighty and everlasting God

hear our prayer for our brother/sister

whom you have called

to fullness of peace and love.

His/her life is now true life,

as you have filled him/her with your presence.

You have made him/her for yourself:

may he/she now enjoy your everlasting Beauty for ever.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen

Or

54. + Holy Father, 

we gather round our brother/sister N.

He/she has lived in the light of your World,

In the heart of your mystery;

may he/she, in your company of our blessed Mother Mary,

now joyfully enter the heavenly Jerusalem, your eternal home.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Or for a contemplative sister

55. Father of infinite goodness 

bring into the full communion of your love 

our sister N. whom we now entrust to you.

Regard not the faults associated with her life on earth, 

but remember that you called her

to the selfless service of your glory, 

as a daughter of Saint Augustine.

Now that she has reached the threshold of light,

satisfy the thirst for the infinite that you placed once in her heart.

Transform her silent prayer into the conversation of love, 

the solitude of the cloister into the joyful communion of saints.

May the voice she raised in prayer now resound in the liturgy of the universe.

May the constraint of the enclosure now open to the breadth of endless vision.

Purified in the fire of the Spirit may she enjoy for ever the face of your Son,

whom she has loved as a bride loves her spouse.

To you Father, source of life, in the Spirit who gives us life, 

through Christ who conquered death, 

may all honor and gory be yours for ever and ever.

Amen.

56. If the celebration takes place around the body of the deceased, the presider sprinkles it with holy water, saying:

+May the baptism of water and the Spirit now be complete in you.

Because you entered into the death of Christ. 

may you now have life in his resurrection. 

Amen.

57. Then he blesses all present with the words:

May the blessing of almighty God, 

Father, Son, + and Holy Spirit, 

come upon you and remain with you for ever.

Amen.

Chapter 4

BLESSINGS BEFORE AND AFTER MEALS
blank

INTRODUCTION

58. When Christians sit down to a meal, and when they rise from table, they give thanks to God who, in his providence, gives them their daily bread. They recall that the Lord Jesus wished to unite the sacrament of the eucharist with a meal, and that, when he rose from the dead, he revealed himself to his disciples in the breaking of bread.

59. When we sit down to eat, we need to remember the poor, who go with so little   when we are abundantly provided for. So we need to help them by observing restraint.  Sometimes we might invite them to our table as a sign of our solidarity with them, in keeping with the words of Christ (Lk 14:13-14).

60. The prayers provided here are meant as suggestions. It is right that for feast days and during liturgical seasons we use appropriate blessings and prayers.

1. ORDINARY TIME

61. First Form: Bless the gifts of your providence.

Before meals

+ Let us pray.

* Our Father…

+ Bless us, + O Lord,

and these your gifts

which of your goodness we are about to receive,

through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

After meals

+ May the name of the Lord be praised.

* Now and for ever.

+ We give you thanks,

O Almighty God,

for all the gifts we receive

from your goodness.

You live and reign for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

62. Second Form: Fraternal sharing at the table.

Before meals

+ Let us pray.

* Our Father…

+ O Lord, bless + these your gifts,

and grant that we who share them

may know how good it is 

when we live in peace in community.(23)

R. Amen

After meals

+ May the name of the Lord be praised.

* Now and for ever.

+ We thank you, Father,

for the food we have shared.

Keep us united in him who loves us,  

Christ Jesus, your Son.(24)

R. Amen.

63. Third Form: Eat in fraternal unity.
Before meals

+ Let us pray.

* Our Father…

+ Grant us, Lord, to be united

in spirit as we enjoy this food,

so that your blessing + will be on us

and on these gifts which come to us from you.(25)

R. Amen

After meals

+ May the name of the Lord be praised.

* Now and for ever.
+ Lord, we thank you for your gifts.

Keep us united,

so that we may come to the place

where we will share your peace in all its fullness.(26)

R. Amen

64. Fourth Form: Sustenance for our pilgrimage.

Before meals

+ Let us pray.

* Our Father…

+ Lord, our God, you are the way,

the truth and the life.

Bless + these gifts which sustain us

on our pilgrim way and nourish

our life with your truth.(27)

R. Amen

After meals

+ May the name of the Lord be praised.

* Now and for ever.

+ Lord, we thank you for your gifts.

As we are strengthened by them,

help us walk the path that leads to truth and life.(28)

R.  Amen

65. Fifth Form: The intercession of Mary.

Before meals

+ Let us pray.

* Our Father…

+ Bless + these gifts, Lord,

and grant, through the prayers

of Mary, the mother of all who believe,

that we may be sustained by them

in our daily journey.(29)

R. Amen

After meals

+ May the name of the Lord be praised.

* Now and for ever.

+ We thank you, Lord,

for the gifts we have received.

Through the intercession of Mary

grant that we may become

for others a sacrament of your love.

R. Amen

2. ADVENT SEASON

66. Before meals

+ Let us pray.

* Our Father…

+ Lord, your promises of salvation

fill us with hope.

Bless + this food which we are about to enjoy

as we await your coming.

R. Amen.

After meals

+ May the name of the Lord be praised.

* Now and for ever.
+ We thank you, Lord, for the

food you have given us.

And as we prepare ourselves for your coming

grant us the joy of seeing your light.(30)

R. Amen

3.  CHRISTMAS SEASON
67. Before meals

+ Let us pray.

* Our Father…

+ Lord, you are the light of every human being.

Bless us and bless these gifts.

Grant that, as we walk in that light,

we may rest in joy and happiness.(31)

R. Amen.

After meals

+ May the name of the Lord be praised.

* Now and for ever.
+ Lord, we thank you for your gifts.

Make us live as children of God

in gratitude to him who was

made the Son of Man.(32)

R. Amen.

4. EPIPHANY
68. Before meals

+ Let us pray.

* Our Father…

+ With joy we celebrate the day

when you revealed your Son to the world.

We ask your blessing + on these gifts placed before us

and pray that, through faith in Christ as man,

we may reach Christ our God.(33)

R. Amen.

After meals

+ May the name of the Lord be praised.

* Now and for ever.
+ Lord, we thank you for your gifts.

Grant that, like the Magi, we may ever search for you

and know the joy of your presence.

R. Amen.

2. LENTEN SEASON-EASTER TRIDUUM
69. Before meals

+ Let us pray.

* Our Father…

+ Father, all good gifts come from you.

Bless + these gifts;

Help us to recognize you in those who are in need,

until we all are filled with your riches.(34)

R. Amen.

After meals

+ May the name of the Lord be praised.

* Now and for ever.
+ We thank you, Lord, for your generous gifts,

and we pray that what we save through our self-denial

may be given in charity to others.(35)

R. Amen.

70. Holy Thursday
Before meals

+ Let us pray.

* Our Father…

+ Lord,

you give yourself to us and for us in the eucharist.

Bless + our meal

and grant that what we believe

may be reflected in our lives.(36)

R. Amen.

After meals

+ May the name of the Lord be praised.

* Now and for ever.
+ We thank you, Lord for the meal we shared.

We pray that we may give our lives

for others, as Jesus gave his for all of us.(37)

R. Amen.


71. Good Friday
Before meals

+ Let us pray.

+ Lord, bless + this meal which we share.

And grant that we may rise to new life with you

by bearing our crosses each passing day.(38)

R. Amen.

After meals

+ May the name of the Lord be praised.

* Now and for ever.

+ Lord,

accept our grateful thanks for your gifts.

Grant that we, who have been redeemed

by the cross of your Son,

may be made holy by his resurrection.(39)

R. Amen.


72. Holy Saturday
Before meals

+ Let us pray.

+ Lord God,

you are rich in mercy.

Bless + these gifts which come from you.

As your Son offered his life for all,

may we offer ourselves in union with him.(40)

R. Amen.

After meals

+ May the name of the Lord be praised.

* Now and for ever.
+ We thank you, Lord, for your gifts.

As Mary your disciple watched in silence this day for your resurrection,

may we be alert to your gifts of grace

and live in a spirit of gratitude.

R. Amen.


6. EASTER SEASON
73. Before meals

+ Let us pray.

* Our Father…

+ Lord our God,

your risen Son is the joy of the universe, 

the beginning of new life.

Bless us and bless + your gifts.

Fill us with new strength

so that we may walk each day

in the joy of this new life.(41)

R. Amen.

After meals

+ May the name of the Lord be praised.

* Now and for ever.
+ Lord Jesus,

your death and resurrection have opened for us the gates of heaven.

We pray that, by following you,

we may reach that place

where we will enjoy perfect peace

and life with you for ever.(42)

R. Amen.


74. Ascension
Before meals

+ Let us pray.

* Our Father…

+ Lord our God,

you are the source of all love.

Bless + this meal which we share.

May your Son,

who gave us the eucharist as his lasting gift of peace after his ascension,

enable us to enjoy that peace for ever.(43)

R. Amen.

After meals

+ May the name of the Lord be praised.

* Now and for ever.

+ We thank you, Father, for all your gifts.

We pray that through Christ as man

we may come to know Christ as God.(44)

R. Amen.

75. Pentecost
Before meals

+ Let us pray.

* Our Father…

+ As we celebrate the day

when Christ sent his Holy Spirit on the infant Church,

we ask you, Lord, to bless + us

as we share this meal

and increase in us the gift of the Spirit.(45)

R. Amen.

After meals

+ May the name of the Lord be praised.

* Now and for ever.
+ We thank you, Lord, 

for this meal we share.

Grant that we may welcome the Holy Spirit 

and live from his gifts.(46)

R. Amen.

7. THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST
76. Before meals

+ Let us pray.

* Our Father…

+ Bless, + O Lord, the food we are about to receive

on this day when we celebrate the feast

of the body and blood of Christ.

Grant that as this food and drink sustains us on our earthly pilgrimage

may the eucharist preserve us

and keep us intent upon our heavenly homeland.(47)

R. Amen.

After meals

+ May the name of the Lord be praised.

* Now and for ever.

We thank you, Lord,

that you have shared with us your body and your blood.

Give us the joy of imitating you

by sharing with our brothers and sisters

all that we have and all that we are.(48)

R. Amen.

8. MARIAN FEASTS
77. Before meals

+ Let us pray.

* Our Father…

+ Lord, may Mary, the Mother of the Church,

be present at our table

as she once was with your apostles.

Bless + these gifts,

which we are about to share in a spirit of love.

R. Amen.

After meals

+ May the name of the Lord be praised.

* Now and for ever.
+ We thank you, God of mercy,

for the gifts we have received.

Through the intercession of Mary

keep us united and at peace

so that we may be always open to you.

R. Amen.

9. OUR HOLY FATHER AUGUSTINE
78. Before meals

+ Let us pray.

* Our Father…

+ As we celebrate with joy 

the feast of our holy father Augustine, 

we ask you, Lord, to bless +  these gifts 

which we receive from your kindness

and help us to remain united in the bond of peace.(49)

R. Amen.

After meals

+ May the name of the Lord be praised.

* Now and for ever.
+ We thank you, Lord, for the gifts
We have received.

Keep our Augustinian family united in love,

so that we may be filled with your joy.(50)

R. Amen.

Chapter 5

CELEBRATIONS IN HONOR OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

blank


79. We fittingly honor the mother of God as her loving sons and daughters. Our faithful veneration is expressed in the following ways:  

a.) in the celebration of the eucharist and the liturgy of the hours, especially on Saturdays of Ordinary Time, and on some other days by way of votive celebrations;


b.) in other ways, according to the customs of the Church and the tradition of the Order.

80. The Augustinian Order throughout its history has venerated the Blessed Virgin Mary under four particular titles:

a) Mary, Mother of Grace, is the oldest marian devotion of the Order, first mentioned as early as 1282. It highlights Mary’s role in the mystery of the incarnation.

b) Mary, our Lady of Help, is a devotion which originated within the Order in the fourteenth century and spread throughout Italy, Spain, and Latin America.

c) Mary, Mother of Consolation or of the Cincture, the principal marian devotion of the Augustinian Family, has its origin around 1439, the year in which the first confraternity of the cincture was founded.

d) Mary, Mother of Good Counsel, is the title by which the Mother of God was honored in the miraculous image of Genazzano from the year 1467. This devotion has become widely known throughout the world.

1. MARIAN ANTIPHONS

81. Each day, at the end of one of the liturgical hours, one of the following antiphons is to be prayed in common.

82. Hail Virgin Mother

+ Hail Virgin Mother, full of grace and faith, (51)

*  Choicest member in the Church of Christ. (52)

   Your true greatness, Mary, is that vou are 

   the Mother of our Savior, Christ the Lord. (53)
   Blessed are you for having formed the body of Jesus, 

   more blessed still because you carry him 

   ever in your heart. (54)

   We, as members of Christ, call you Mother, 

   because by your loving cooperation 

   we were born into the Church. (55)

   We wish to imitate you, 0 humble Virgin; (56)

   help us to do always the will of God. (57) 

   We commend ourselves to you today —

   enable us to have one mind and heart (58)
   and to live more fully our ideal 

   of service to all our brothers and sisters.

83. Hail, Queen of Heaven


In place of the preceding prayer, the following antiphon in honor of our Lady of Grace,

       in use in the Order by an ancient tradition, may be said.

+ Hail Queen of heaven,

 * Mother of the King of angels.

 O Mary, flower of virgins,

 like the rose, like the lily,

 pray to your Son for the salvation of all.

+ Let us pray.

We ask you, Lord,

by the intercession of Blessed Mary ever Virgin, 

to protect this family from every danger, 

as it offers you its humble and sincere homage. 

By your merciful goodness, 

defend it from every threat of the enemy. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

84. Ave Regina coelorum

+ Ave, Regina coelorum

* Mater Regis Angelorum;

O Maria, flos virginum,

Velut rosa, vel lilium:

Funde preces ad Filium

Pro salute fidelium.

+ Oremus.

Defende, quaesumus, Domine,

beata Maria semper Virgine intercedente,

istam ab omni adversitate familiam

et toto corde tibi prostratam,

ab hostium, propitius,

tuere clementer insidiis.

Per Christum Dominum nostrum.

R. Amen.

2. CORONA OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

85. The Augustinian Family venerates the Blessed Virgin Mary with the principal and distinct title of Our Mother of Consolation or of the Cincture. The little rosary, prayed in her honor, belongs to the tradition of the Order and in the course of the centuries has gathered countless brothers and sisters around Mary, just as the early Christian community was united around her (see Acts 1:14).


86. This devotion is a prayer filled with inspiration for our journey of faith in the company of Mary. It is an inner journey in the Holy Spirit meditating on the truths of our faith as expressed in the Apostles’ Creed.


87. There are two plans for praying the corona: the first is simple and easily memorized.  The second longer form is rich in Augustinian thought.


First Form

88. +In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

+ The Apostles’ Creed is be for us a clear mirror.

Look into it and see if your faith is reflected there

in all that it invites you to believe. (59)

89. After the announcement of each article of the Apostles’ Creed, there is a brief silence, and then the following antiphon is said:


Holy Mary,

Mother of the Church,

keep us true to our faith. (60)

Or:

Hail, Mary . . .

1. I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Pause for silent prayer. Invocation to Mary.

2. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.

3. who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,

4. suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;

5. he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;

6. he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

7. and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

8. I believe in the Holy Spirit,

9. the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,

10. the forgiveness of sins,

11. the resurrection of the body,

12. and life everlasting. Amen.

90. Hail, holy Queen…

91. + Let us pray.

Lord our God,

through the Virgin Mary

you graciously sent Jesus Christ

to be the consolation of your people;

grant that, through her intercession,

we may be filled with all consolation

and share it with others.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Second Form

92. After the announcement of each article of the Apostles' Creed, a brief reading may be taken from among the following selections from the works of Saint Augustine, or 



readings may be taken from other works that deal with the articles of the Creed.


1.
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
a) You, Lord, made heaven and earth. You are beautiful, so it must have been you, because they are beautiful; you who are good must have made them, because they are good; you who are, because they are. Yet not in the same way as you, their creator, are they beautiful and good, nor do they exist as you exist; compared with you they have neither beauty nor goodness nor being. (61)

b) I put my question to the earth, and it replied, “I am not he”; I questioned everything it held, and they confessed the same. I questioned the sea and the great deep, and the teeming live creatures that crawl, and they replied, “We are not God; seek higher.” To the sky I put my question, to sun, moon, stars, but they denied me: “We are not the God you seek.” And to all things which stood around the portals of my flesh I said, “Tell me of my God. You are not he, but tell me something of him.”  Then they lifted up their mighty voices and cried, “He made us.” My questioning was my attentive spirit, and their reply, their beauty. (62)
c) Every created thing precedes other created things, some by reason of time, others by reason of causality. God, however, precedes everything that he created, not only because he is eminently superior, since he is the source of causality, but also because he is eternal. (63)

A brief period of silence follows and then the Hail Mary.

2.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

a) Every breath yearns for Christ. He alone is the desired one, the most beautiful of all. He loved us in our unloveliness, in order to make us beautiful like himself. (64)

b) I am the way, and the truth and the life. It is by me that you come, at me that you arrive, in me that you abide. How do you want to go? I am the way. Where do you wish to go? I am the truth. Where do you want to stay? I am the life. Christ as God is the home country we are going to; Christ as man is the way we are going by. (65)

c) We, were made children of God by his grace, but Christ was always been the Son of God, by nature. Having at some point turned back to God, we will cling to him, though unequal to God; never having turned away, he remains equal to God.  We partake of eternal life; he is eternal life. (66)


3.
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
a) Oh, incredible kindness and mercy!  He was the only Son, but he did not want to remain alone. In order that men might be born of God, God first was born of men. He had to seek on earth only a mother, since his Father he already had in heaven. Begotten of God is he through whom we were created; born of a woman is he through whom we are to be recreated. The Word first wished to be born of man, so that you might be assured of being born of God. (67)

b) Christ’s human birth is at once humble and sublime. Why humble? Because he was born a human being of a human being. Why sublime? Because born of a virgin, who concived him as a virgin, bore him as a virgin, and  after giving birth remained a virgin. (68)

c) What has appeared to you as weakness is in fact hidden divinity. He is rich because of what he is, poor because he was like you. And yet, his poverty is our wealth, in the same sense that his weakness is our strength, his ignorance our wisdom and his mortal condition our immortality. (69)


4.
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried,
a) Exalted is the fatherland, humble the way. The fatherland is the life of Christ, his death is the way. The fatherland is above where Christ dwells with the Father, his suffering is the way. If anyone rejects the way, how can he seek the fatherland? (70)

b) For you he allowed himself to be crucified, to teach you humility. He was alive and you were dead; he died that you might live. God vanquished death so that death might not overcome man. (71)

c) What is it that we love in Christ? The crucified body or the pierced side, or is it not rather his love itself? When we hear it said that he suffered for us, what do we love? It is his very love that we love. The fact is that he loved us so that we might love him in return. (72)


5.
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;

a) An example of painful toil — the cross; the reward of painful toil — resurrection. In the cross he showed us how we are to bear suffering; in his resurrection he showed us what we are to hope for. (73)

b) What Christ has done counts for more than what he promised you. What did he do? He died for you. What did he promise? That you will live with him. It is more difficult to believe that the eternal One died than that man should live forever. If God has in fact died for man, why should not man live forever with God?  He took on what he needed to die for you; you will take on what you need to live with him. (74)

c) Our faith is strengthened by the resurrection of Christ. The passion of Christ represents the misery of our present life, while the resurrection of Christ gives us a brilliant glimpse of the happiness of future life. Let us apply ourselves energetically in the present life, and hope in the future. Now is the time for the painful struggle; then will come the recompense. Anyone who is lazy about carrying out his work will be brazenly impudent, if he expects the recompense. (75)


6.
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

a) Wonderful is the fact that, even though he ascended above the heavens, he remains close to those who are still living on earth. Who is this one who is so far away and yet so near, if not he who out of merciful goodness became our brother? (76)

b) I removed myself from your eyes. Let this mortal body which I assumed because of your mortality be taken out of sight. Begin now to see no more this vesture that I put on out of humility, and let it be taken up into heaven, so that you may know what you are to hope for. (77)

c) He ascended into heaven. And where is he now?  He sits at the right hand of the Father. Do you know what "the right hand" means?  "The right hand of God" means eternal happiness, it means inestimable, inexpressible, incomprehensible beatitude.(78)

7.   and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

a) Let us welcome him as our Savior, in order not to have to fear him as our judge. Whoever now believes in him, observes his commandments and loves him, will not fear him when he comes to judge the living and the dead. Not only will you not fear, you will desire his coming. Is there anything more joyful than the arrival of someone you are awaiting, the arrival of someone you love? (79)

b) The one who is now our defending lawyer will then be our judge. Can it be that we have him as our defender and yet fear him as our judge?  No!  By the fact that, fully confident, we sent him ahead to defend us, let us preserve our hope in him when he comes to judge. (80)

c) Believe firmly what you believe — that he will return. What does it matter when?  Prepare yourself for his coming. Put aside curiosity and develop trusting love. What does it matter when?  Live as though he were coming today and you will not fear his coming. (81)

8. I believe in the Holy Spirit,
a) What the soul is to the human body the Holy Spirit is to the body of Christ, the Church. The Holy Spirit is active in the whole Church in the same way that the soul animates all the members of the human body. (82)

b) This excellent guest finds you empty and fills you, he finds you hungry and thirsty and satisfies you abundantly. God the Holy Spirit, who comes from God, when he enters into a man, draws him to the love of God and neighbor. Indeed, he is love itself. (83)

c) The love which is of God and which is God himself is properly the Holy Spirit, through whom the love of God is poured into our hearts, thus bringing it about that the whole Trinity dwells in us. If you wish to live by the Holy Spirit, possess charity, love truth, desire unity, so that you may come to eternal life. (84)


9.
the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints,
a) Let us love the Lord our God, let us love his Church. We love him as our Father, the Church as our mother. Him we love as Lord, the Church we love as his handmaid. This marriage is cemented by the deepest love. It is not possible to offend the one and enjoy the good feelings of the other. What good does it do to remain in the grace of the Father, when he will vindicate the mother if you offend her. (85)

b) O Catholic Church, true mother of Christians, you are right not only in preaching that God should be adored with an entirely chaste and pure heart, for indeed, to live in him is the blessed life. You also unite brother/sister to brother/sister in a bond of religion that is stronger and closer than ties of blood. You unite citizen to citizen, people to people, not by a mere grouping together, but by the bond of fraternity. (86)

c) Mary gave birth to your head and the Church gave birth to you. The Church too is a mother and a virgin mother because she is made of love, virgin because of the integrity of her faith. (87)

10. the forgiveness of sins,
a) The wound is serious, but the physician is all-powerful. Does it seem to you so small a mercy that, while you were living in evil and sinning, he did not take away your life, but brought you to belief and forgave your sins?  Does that seem to be a small mercy? What I suffer from is serious, but I trust the almighty. I would despair of my mortal wound, if I had not found so great a physician. (88)

b) Driven out of paradise by you and exiled in a distant land, by myself I cannot return, unless you come to meet me in my wandering. My return is based on hope in your mercy during all of my earthly life. My only hope, the only source of confidence, the only solid promise is your mercy. (89)

c) Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. For him nothing that is good for man is impossible, and no evil is beyond repair. Here you see the true greatness of the Lord, the justification of the sinner. (90)

11. the resurrection of the body,
a) Will these ashes therefore one day take on the form of beauty, be restored to life, restored to light?  The bodies of all of us, of me who now speaks to you and of you who now listen, all of us in a few years will be ashes, and yet a few years ago we were not even ashes. If he was able to create what did not exist, will he not be able to remake what once existed? (91)

b) As Christ took on what he needed to die for you, so will you take on what you need to live with him. Where did he take on his mortality?  In the virginity of his mother. Where will you take on life?  In his equality with the Father. (92)

c) The resurrection of the body will be an end without end. The body will die no more, will have no more sufferings, no more hunger and thirst, no more afflictions; it will not become aged or ill. We shall be possessed by the Lord, we shall be his inheritance and he will be ours. (93)

12. and life everlasting. Amen.

a) If you should become tired of loving, you will also fall in praising. But if it is true that love will be eternal, since his beauty is inexhaustible, then have no fear!  Nothing will impede you from praising forever him whom you will be able to love forever. (94)

b) We shall see, we shall love, we shall praise. Our vision will not fail, our love will never end, and our praise will never fall silent. Love sings now; then, too, it is love that will sing. But now it is a yearning love that sings, then it will be an enjoying love. (95)

c) There, we shall be at rest and we shall see, we shall see and we shall love, we shall love and we shall praise. The end of our desires will be he who can be admired without end, can be loved without our being bored, can be praised without our becoming tired. (96)

93. Hail holy Queen...

94. + Let us pray.

Lord our God,

through the Virgin Mary

you graciously sent Jesus Christ

to be the consolation of your people;

grant that, through her intercession,

we may be filled with all consolation

and share it among our brothers and sisters.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Chapter 6

RITE FOR THE CELEBRATION OF CHAPTERS OF RELIGIOUS MEN
1. PRAYERS FOR CHAPTER SESSIONS

95. The following prayers may be used for each session of  chapters and also for other 
occasions outside of chapter (council meetings, commission meetings, etc.).

96. First Form: Changing times.


Presider:


Brothers,


as we listen and talk to one another in this chapter,


let us be inspired by the assurance of the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ


who says: Where two or three are gathered in my name,


there I am in the midst of them (Mt 18:20).

Reader:

In sermon 311, our holy father teaches us the secret of understanding change times:

“You say, the times are troublesome, the times are burdensome, the times are miserable. Live rightly and you will change the times. The times have never hurt anyone. Those who are hurt are human beings; those by whom they are hurt are human beings, so, change human beings and the times will be changed.”(97)

Presider:

+ Ever-faithful God,

you are always preparing things.

You prepare us for yourself,

and yourself for us.

You prepare a place for yourself in us,

and us in yourself. (98)

R. Amen.

97. Second Form: Always keep on moving. 


Presider:


In sermon 169, our holy father Augustine encourages us to keep on moving:

“On earth we are wayfarers, always on the go. This means that we have to keep on moving forward.  Therefore be always unhappy about what you are if you want to reach what your are not. If you are pleased with what you are, you have stopped already. If you say “It is enough,” you are lost. Keep on walking, moving forward, trying for the goal. Don’t try to stop on the way, or to go back, or to deviate from it.”(99)

Reader:

Yes, we are traveling on the same road and for the same goal God in whom our hearts find rest. This is how our holy father Augustine expresses it:

“Let those who are quicker than others in understanding reflect that they are walking along the road together with those who are slower. When one is faster than a companion, it is in the power of the faster to allow the slower to catch up, not vice versa. If the faster walks with all possible speed, the slower will not succeed in following. The faster must slow the pace so as not to abandon the slower companion.”(100)
Presider:

+ Almighty God,

grant us shelter under your overshadowing wings:

protect us beneath them and bear us up.

You will carry us as little children,

and even to our  grey-headed age you will carry us still.

When you are our strong security,

that is strength indeed,

but when our security is in ourselves,

that is but weakness.

Our good abides ever in your keeping. (101)

R. Amen.

98. Third Form: Love is the sharing of responsibility.


Presider:


For our holy father Augustine love is the sharing of responsibility:

“Charity makes us support one another in bearing our burdens. When the deer have to cross a river, each one of them carries on its back the head of the one following while it rests its head on the back of the preceding. In that way, supporting and helping each other, they are able to cross safely wide rivers, until they reach together the stability of the land.”(102)

Reader:

Bearing one another's burden is promoted first of all by no less a person than our Lord Jesus Christ according to Augustine:

“This is the law of Christ, that we carry one another’s burden mutually. When we love Christ, it is easy to put up with the weakness of others, even when we do not yet love them for their good qualities.”(102)

Presider:

+ O Lord,

grant us to trust in your overshadowing wings:

protect us beneath them

and bear us up.(103)

R. Amen.

99. Fourth Form: Christ is present to us in our brothers. 


Presider:

Brothers, let us rejoice, for not only have we a Father in heaven but a brother as well. Our holy father Augustine inspires us in these words:

“Wonderful is the fact that, even though Christ ascended above the heavens, he remains close to those who are still living on earth. Who is the one who is so far away yet so near? He is the one who out of merciful goodness became our brother.”(104)

Reader:

On earth, Christ, our brother, is seen and heard in the persons we meet each day. Our holy father Augustine has this exhortation:

“People who love God cannot despise him when he commands us to love our neighbor. And do those who in spiritual holiness love their neighbor, love anything but God in that neighbor? Let us then, love one another, so that we may attract one another to love God in ourselves by means of love. In this way we may be closely united and be the body of such a head.”(106)

Presider:

+ Lord Jesus,

you suffered for us

not for yourself.

You bore the punishment

for no fault of your own

so that you freed us from both the fault and the punishment. (107)

R. Amen.

100. Fifth Form: Creation is a reflection of divine goodness.


Presider:


The beauty of creation is a reflection of the creator's perfection:

“It was you, Lord, who made heaven and earth: you are beautiful, so it must have been you, because they are beautiful; you who are good must have made them, because they are good; you who are, because they are.”(108)

Reader:

Our holy Father Augustine proclaims:

“How magnificent are your works; in wisdom you have made them all.

Thanks be to you.

But you have placed us over all of them.

Thanks be to you.

When we despised you, we were not despised.

Thanks be to you.

In case we should have forgotten your divinity

and should lose you,

you even took upon yourself our humanity.

Thanks be to you.

When and where can there be no thanks?(109)

Presider:

+ O good and all-powerful God,

you care for each of us

as though each were the only one,

and for all alike you show the same tenderness

you show to each. (110)

R. Amen.

101. Sixth Form: Recognizing Christ.


Presider:


Our Holy father Augustine tells us how we recognize Christ:

“Christ is at once above and below: Above in himself, below in his people. Fear Christ above and recognize him below. Here he is poor, with and in the poor; there he is rich, with and in God. Have Christ above bestowing his bounty; recognize him here in his need.”(111)

Reader:

Our holy father Augustine clarifies the above:

“Put the things of creation in the second place. You have to leave this world some day, for you are not going to remain here forever. Each day you hear, ‘Lift up your hearts.’ But you sink your heart into this world as though you heard the very opposite. Listen to me, you who are poor: What is lacking to you if you have God? Listen to me, you who are rich; what do you possess if you do not have God?”(112)

Presider:

+ O steadfast God,

help us

so that a change may be achieved in us,

and we may find you ready to offer yourself

for the enjoyment of those who love you. (113)

R. Amen.

102. Seventh Form: Love is the guardian of chastity.


Presider:


Our holy father Augustine praises the gift of celibacy:

“Those to whom the gift of celibacy is not given either are unwilling or do not fulfill their will, whereas those to whom it is given order their will in such a way as to accomplish what they wish. In order, therefore, that this message, which is not received by all persons, may yet be received by some, God’s grace and their free will combine in securing to them the gift.”(114)

Reader:

Once secured, this precious gift must be protected. Saint Augustine considers love as the guardian of virginity:

“It is God alone who both gives virginity and protects it. And God is love. Love, therefore, is the guardian of virginity, but humility is the dwelling place of this guardian. He indeed dwells there who said that the Holy Spirit rests on the humble, the peaceful, and the one who fears his words. Humble spouses more easily follow the Lamb than proud virgins.”(115)

Presider:

+ Lord,

you are our physician,

healing the ills of all.

You reduce the swelling of pride

renew wasted life,

and remove what is superfluous.

You preserve what is necessary,

restore what has been lost,

and cure what has been corrupted. (116).

R. Amen.

103. Eighth Form: Authority as service. 


Presider:


Christ came not to be served but to serve. Our holy father Augustine makes this appeal:

“The first thing a good superior must realize is that he is a servant. He should not consider it beneath his dignity to be the servant to many, for the Lord of Lords did not consider it beneath his dignity to be a servant to ourselves.”(107)

Reader:

Our holy father Augustine taught us how to be a good shepherd:

“Good superiors rebuke those who stir up strife, comfort those of little courage, take the part of the weak, refute opponents, and guard against traps.

They teach the ignorant, awaken the indolent, put the presumptuous in their place. Mollify the quarrelsome, help the poor, liberate the oppressed, encourage the good, suffer the wicked, and love everyone.”(108)

Presider:

+ O God,

may we find our true happiness in you,

so that we shall not lose you.

When we possess you,

we shall neither lose you

nor be lost ourselves. (109))

R. Amen.

104. Ninth Form: Christ, our interior teacher. 


Presider:

If there are students, there is always a teacher. Christ is our inner teacher as our holy father Augustine says:

“There is a master within who teaches us. Christ is our master, and his inspiration teaches us. Where his inspiration and unction are lacking, it is in vain that words resound in our ears. As Paul the apostle said: I planted the seed and Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. Therefore, whether we plant or whether we water by our words, we are nothing. It is God who gives the increase; his unction teaches you all things.”(120)

Reader:

Our holy father Augustine invites us to interiority with these words:

“I sought the Lord, and he hearkened to me. Where did the Lord hearken? Within. And where does he give you what you ask? Within. There you pray, there you are heard, there you are made happy.”(121)

Presider:

+ Lord,

you have become a refuge for us,

that you might care for those who deserted you.

You are a refuge

so that you can encourage and guide your children.

R. Amen.

105. Tenth Form: We are here as pilgrims


Presider:

We all know that the earth is not our true home. We are here as pilgrims. Our holy father Augustine invites us to turn our steps homeward where we belong:

“Let us work hard every day at making progress toward God. If we are tested or tempted in our children or in our purses, let’s not panic but place our hope in God.

We are Christians, and our homeland is not here. Like good children, let us turn our steps homeward, that our course may be approved and guided to its conclusion.”(122)

Reader:

If this world is passing, what must we do to make life meaningful? Augustine assures us in these words:

“Be assured that you can never be perfect in this world unless you realize that it is impossible for you to be perfect here. Therefore, your aim in life should be as follows. Always try your best in doing what you have to do, so that you may reach perfection. Never get tired of trying, because there is always room for improvement.”(123)

Presider:

+ Lord,

you help us

as we move toward you.

Grant that we may never attribute to our own wisdom

the fact that we are converted to you.

Neither let us ever attribute to our own strength

the fact that we actually reach you.

In this way we will avoid being rejected by you

who resist the proud. (124)

R. Amen.

106. Eleventh Form: Long for God.


Presider:


Our holy father Augustine had but one purpose in life -- to reach his God:

“I sought my God in visible, material creatures, and I did not find him. I sought the substance of him in myself, as though he were something like what I am, and did not find him there either, so I have become aware that my God is some reality above the soul. I look for my God in every bodily creature, whether on earth or in the sky, but I do not find him. I look for his substance in my own soul, but do not find him there. I poured out my soul above myself; and now there is nothing left for me to touch, except my God.”(125)

Reader;

Now that we have one goal let us continually travel together with one mind and one heart in God. Following Augustine let us pray the new canticle: 

“We know we are traveling together. If our pace is slow, go on ahead of us. We will not envy you but rather will seek to catch up with you. However, if we seem to be further ahead, try to catch up with us. There is only one goal, and we are all anxious to reach it. Some at a slow pace and others at a fast pace.”(126)

Presider:

+ O God of beauty,

let everyone’s sighs be uttered

in longing for Christ

who should be the object for our desire,

since he, the all-beautiful one,

loves even the unlovely

that he might make them lovely.

Let us run to him

and cry out for him. (127)

R. Amen.

107. Twelfth Form: The day of voting on proposals. 

President:


Brothers,


let us thank the Almighty for being with us


through the Spirit's indwelling presence during this Chapter.


We are now in the final stage of our work.


Today we will be voting on various matters


which touch the life of the Province.


The future is in our hands.


With the grace of God we can achieve any goal


depending on the amount of perseverance, courage, faith, and hope


we pour into our plans.


Remember, our destination is our true homeland.


As Saint Augustine reminds us:

“Exalted is the homeland, and humble is the way.

The homeland is the life of Christ, and his death is the way.

If anyone rejects the way, how can such a person find his homeland?”(128)

Reader:

Now we are ready to resume our endless search, albeit with restless hearts, until we finally rest in our heavenly abode. With Augustine the prophet, we announce to the world:

“Once we are in heaven, we shall be at rest and we shall see. We shall see and we shall love. We shall love and we shall praise. Behold what will be in the end, without end.  For what is our end but to reach that kingdom which has no end.”(129)

Presider:

+ You have made us

and drawn us to yourself, O Lord,

and our heart is restless

until it rests in you. (130)

R. Amen

2. CELEBRATION OF A LOCAL CHAPTER
108. The chapter should be celebrated in an atmosphere of prayer and fraternity.

109. At the beginning of the chapter:

+ Come, Holy Spirit,

* fill the hearts of your faithful

and kindle in them the fire of your love.

+ Let us pray.

O God,

no secret is hidden from you,

for every heart is open to you

and every wish is known.

Fill our hearts with the light of your Holy Spirit

to free our thoughts from sin,

that we may perfectly love you

and fulfill your will as it is made known to us.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

110. Then one of the following passages from scripture may be read: Acts 2:42-48 or Acts 4:32-35:

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (2:42-48)

The believers devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship,

to the breaking of bread and to prayer.

Everyone was filled with awe,

and may wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles.

All the believers were together and had everything in common.

Selling their possessions and good,

they gave to anyone who had need.

Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts.

They broke bread in their homes

and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,

praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people.

And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

Or

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (4:32-35)

All the believers were one in heart and mind.

No one claimed that any of their possessions was their own,

but they shared everything they had.

With great power the apostles continued to testify

to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus,

and much grace was upon them all.

There were no needy persons among them.

For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them,

brought the money from the sales

and put it at the apostles' feet,

and it was distributed to anyone who had need.

111. At the end of the chapter:

+ May the name of the Lord be praised.

* Now and for ever.

Or:

112. + Let us pray.

Bless + this family of yours, Lord,

and preserve us in true harmony and fraternal love,

while we put our confidence in the protection

of the Blessed Virgin Mary

and our holy father Augustine.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Or:

113. + Let us pray.

Lord God,

in your mercy,

you have called us to oneness of mind and heart.

Grant that all proceedings of our chapter

may conform to your holy will,

and that all these things

may bring an increase in our unity and love

and so render us more open to you

and to our service to your Church.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

3. CELEBRATION OF A PROVINCIAL CHAPTER
114. Since chapters are celebrated according to different formats in each locality or circumscription, a variety of texts are offered to facilitate the preparation of a rite best adapted to particular circumstances.

PRAYERS TO BE PRAYED IN THE PROVINCE

115. In each community of the province, at the time of the chapter, some of the following petitions may be included at morning and evening prayers, or during Mass.

1. Lord Jesus, you promised to be present among any two or three who come together in your name;

-- may your presence in our chapter be such that all things be done in your name and serve the good of the province.

2. Lord God, you enliven your Church with the fire of your spirit and you guide her by his light;

-- grant that all the participants at our chapter be enkindled with the love of the same Spirit.

3. (Before the election of the provincial)

Lord, you alone are the foundation of our hope;

-- give us a superior who will inspire a thirst for you in the brothers, and together with them, guide our province toward the fulfillment of your designs.

4. (After the election)

Lord Jesus, you commanded us to love one another;

-- bless our new elected prior provincial so that he may lead us to true unity in love.

116. In those provinces where the election of the prior provincial takes place before the celebration of the chapter, the foregoing prayers are to be prayed during the balloting, and after the confirmation of the newly elected at the chapter.

RITE OF THE CELEBRATION OF THE CHAPTER

117. The chapter should be celebrated in an atmosphere of prayer and fraternity.

118. At the beginning of the chapter on the day of the election of the prior provincial when he is to be elected during the chapter the Mass of the Holy Spirit is to be celebrated with the participation of all the chapter members.  

119. Unless precluded by the liturgical norms, instead of the Mass of the Holy Spirit, evening prayer from the Liturgy of the Hours, with the theme of the Holy Spirit, may be celebrated.

120. During the course of the chapter, a Mass for the deceased of the province is to be celebrated. Similarly on the concluding day of the chapter, a Mass of thanksgiving should be celebrated.

121. Petitions appropriate to the intention of each Mass are to be included in the general intercessions.

122. At the beginning of the first session the Veni, Creator Spiritus may be sung.

Prayers during the Chapter

123. At the beginning of each session:

+ Come, Holy Spirit,

* fill the hearts of your faithful

and kindle in them the fire of your love.

+ Let us pray

O God,

no secret is hidden from you,

for every heart is open to you

and every wish is known.

Fill our hearts with the light of your Holy Spirit

to free our thoughts from sin,

that we may perfectly love you

and fulfill your will as it is made known to us.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

124. At the end of each session:

+ May the name of the Lord be praised.

* Now and for ever.

+ Let us pray.

Bless + this family of yours, Lord,

and preserve us in true harmony and fraternal love,

while we put our confidence in the protection

of the Blessed Virgin Mary

and our holy father Augustine.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Or:

125. + Let us pray.

Lord God,

in your mercy,

you have called us to oneness of mind and heart.

Grant that all the proceedings of our chapter

may conform to your holy will,

and that all these things

may bring an increase in our unity and love

and so render us more open to you

and to our service to your Church.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

126. For each session of the chapter the formularies proposed in numbers 96-108 may be used.

Declaration of Completion of Office

127. The president, after the homily, declares that the prior provincial has completed his term of office. Immediately afterward, the prior provincial, handing over to the president the seal of the province as a sign of his departure from office, says:

Father President,

having completed my mandate as prior provincial,

I hand over to you the symbol of my office,

and I ask pardon of God and of all.

The president taking the seal says:

I thank you

in the name of the Church and your brothers

for the service you have rendered.

With the authority given to me

I declare that you have completed

your mandate as prior provincial.

128. If the prior provincial is elected before the chapter, omit number 127, and proceed directly to number 131.

Election of a New Prior Provincial in the Chapter

129. When the provincial is elected in the chapter, the president declares that it is time to proceed with the elections.

130. When the election is over, the president asks the newly elected if he accepts the election. When consent has been given and when all the religious in the house have been called, the first of the tellers officially announces the name of the prior provincial elect, with the following words:

I, N., first teller of this chapter,

declare and proclaim

that N. has been elected prior provincial of this Province N.

Proclamation of the Prior Provincial Elected before the Chapter

131. When the provincial has been elected before the chapter, the secretary of the chapter officially proclaims the election with the following words:

I, N., secretary of this chapter,

declare that N.

has been canonically elected (or reelected)

prior provincial of this Province N.

132. The elected provincial, placing his right hand on the Book of the Gospels, makes before the president the profession of faith, according to the following form:

Profession of Faith

I, N., with firm faith believe and profess everything that is contained in the symbol of faith: namely,

I believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, the maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen and unseen. I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, True God from True God, begotten, not made, one in Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven: By the power of the Holy Spirit, he was born of the Virgin Mary, and became man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered, died and was buried. On the third day he rose again in fulfillment of the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. I believe in the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. I look for the resurrection on the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen 

With firm faith I believe as well everything contained in God’s word, written or handed down in tradition and proposed by the Church –- whether in solemn judgment or in the ordinary and universal magisterium –- as divinely revealed and calling for faith.

I also firmly accept and hold each and every thing that is proposed by that same Church definitively with regard to teaching concerning faith or morals.

What is more, I adhere with religious submission of will and intellect to the teachings which either the Roman Pontiff or the college of bishops enunciate when they exercise the authentic magisterium even if they proclaim those teachings in an act that is not definitive.(131)

Oath of Fidelity

I, N., on assuming the office of Prior Provincial of N., promise that I shall always preserve communion with the Catholic Church whether in the words I speak or in the way I act.

With great care and fidelity I shall carry out the responsibilities by which I am bound in relation both to the universal Church and to the particular church in which I am called to exercise my service according to the requirements of the law.

In carrying out my charge, which is committed to me in the name of the Church, I shall preserve the deposit of faith in its entirety, hand it on faithfully and make it shine forth. As a result, whatsoever teachings are contrary, I shall shun.

I shall follow and foster the common discipline of the whole Church and shall look after the observance of all ecclesiastical laws, especially those which are contained in the Code of Canon Law.

With Christian obedience I shall associate myself with what is expressed by the holy shepherds as authentic doctors and teachers of faith or established by them as the Church’s rulers. And I shall faithful assist diocesan bishops so that apostolic activity, to be exercised by the mandate and in the name of the church, is carried out in the communion of the same Church.

May God help me in this way and the holy gospels of God which I touch with my hands. 

Confirmation of the Mandate of the Prior Provincial

133. The president then confirms him in office and, hands him the seal of the province, saying:

As president of this chapter

I confirm you, N.,

Prior Provincial of the Province of N.,

granting you all the authority

which the Constitutions give to priors provincial.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, +

and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

134. As an expression of gratitude the hymn Te Deum may be sung.

135. According to custom, after the confirmation by of the president and after the singing of the Te Deum, the capitulars and members of the house greet the new prior provincial with a sign of obedience and a pledge of collaboration.

136. During the time of the greeting the hymn Magne Pater Augustine may be sung.

137. The president then concludes:

+ May the name of the Lord be praised.

* Now and for ever.

138. In confirming the councilors, secretary, treasurer of the province in their office the president says:

As president of this chapter,

I confirm you in your office

and in the exercise of authority

granted to you by the Constitutions.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, +

and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

Conclusion of the Chapter

139. After the Acts of the chapter have been read by the secretary and signed by the voting members, if the Mass of Thanksgiving does not follow immediately, the hymn Magne Pater Augustine or another appropriate hymn is sung.

140. At the end of the hymn the president of the chapter says:

+ Let us pray.

Almighty God,

hear our prayers.

Through the intercession of our holy father Augustine,

grant your infinite mercy to us who hope in your goodness.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

141. Then the president gives a blessing to all present, saying:

May the blessing of almighty God,

the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit,

come upon you and remain with you for ever.

R. Amen.

4. CELEBRATION OF THE GENERAL CHAPTER
PRAYERS TO BE PRAYED THROUGHOUT THE ORDER

142. At the time of the chapter, in every community of the Order, some of the following petitions may be included at morning and evening prayers, or during Mass

1. Lord Jesus, you promised to be present among any two or three who come together in your name;

-- may your presence in our general chapter be such that all things be is done in your name and serve the good of the Order.

2. Lord God, you enliven your Church with the fire of your spirit and you guide her by his light;

-- grant that all the participants at our general chapter be enkindled with the love of the same Spirit.

3. (Before the election of the prior general)

Lord, you alone are the foundation of our hope;

-- give us a superior who will inspire a thirst for you in the brothers, and together with them, guide our Order toward the fulfillment of your designs.

4. (After the election of the prior general)

Lord Jesus, you commanded us to love one another;

-- bless our newly elected prior general so that he may lead us to true unity in love.

143. One the occasion of the Intermediate General Chapter the intentions given above may be inserted in the celebration of Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer, or during Mass with due modifications.

RITE OF THE CELEBRATION OF THE CHAPTER

144. The chapter should be celebrated in an atmosphere of prayer and fraternity.

145. At the beginning of the chapter and on the day of the election of the prior general the Mass of the Holy Spirit is to be celebrated with the participation of all the chapter members, unless the rubrics dictate otherwise.

146. During the course of the chapter, a Mass for the deceased of the Order is celebrated.

147. Similarly on the concluding day of the chapter, a Mass of thanksgiving should be celebrated.

148. Petitions appropriate to the intention of each Mass are to be included in the general intercessions.

Prayers for the Study Sessions

149. At the beginning of each session:

+ Come, Holy Spirit,

* fill the hearts of your faithful

and kindle in them the fire of your love.

+ Let us pray

O God,

no secret is hidden from you,

for every heart is open to you

and every wish is known.

Fill our hearts with the light of your Holy Spirit

to free our thoughts from sin,

so that we may perfectly love you

and fulfill your will as it is made known to us.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

150. At the end of each session:

+ May the name of the Lord be praised.

* Now and for ever.

+ Let us pray.

Bless + this family of yours, Lord,

and preserve us in true harmony and fraternal love,

while we put our confidence in the protection

of the Blessed Virgin Mary

and our holy father Augustine.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Or:

151. + Let us pray.

Lord God,

in your mercy,

you have called us to oneness of mind and heart.

Grant that all the proceedings of our chapter

may give conform to your holy will,

and that all these things

may bring an increase in our unity and love

and so render us more open to you

and to our service to your Church.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

152. For each session of the chapter the forms proposed in numbers 96-108 may be used.

Election of the Prior General

Declaration of Completion of Office

153. The president declares that the prior general has completed his term of office and that it is time to proceed with new elections. Immediately afterward, the prior general hands over to the president the seal of the Order as a sign of his departure from office, saying:

Father President,

having completed my mandate as prior general,

I hand over to you the symbol of my office,

and I ask pardon of God and of all.

The president taking the seal says:

I thank you

in the name of the Church and your brothers

for the service you have rendered.

With the authority given to me

I declare that you have completed

your mandate as prior general.

Election of a New Prior General

154. Before the election of the prior general the hymn Veni, Creator Spiritus is sung.

155. At the end of the hymn the president of the chapter says:

+ Let us pray.

Almighty God,

hear our prayers

and through the intercession of our holy father Augustine,

grant us your mercy.

You have given us confidence to hope in your goodness.

We ask you to give our Order a prior general

who will not consider himself fortunate

because he exercises authority,

but because he serves in love.

Let him be for all an example of good works,

leading us in the path of wisdom and holiness.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

156. According to the norms of the Constitutions the election begins.

Announcement of the Newly-elected Prior General

157. When the election is over, the president asks the newly elected if he accepts his election. When consent has been given and when all the religious in the house have been called, the first of the tellers officially announces the name of the prior general elect, with the following words:

I, N., first teller of this chapter,

declare and proclaim

that N. has been elected prior general of the Order.

Profession of Faith

158. The capitulars proceed to church. The elected general, placing his right hand on the Book of the Gospels, makes before the president and the capitulars the profession of faith, according to the following form:

I, N., with firm faith believe and profess everything that is contained in the symbol of faith: namely,

I believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, the maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen and unseen. I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, True God from True God, begotten, not made, one in Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven: By the power of the Holy Spirit, he was born of the Virgin Mary, and became man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered, died and was buried. On the third day he rose again in fulfillment of the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. I believe in the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. I look for the resurrection on the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen 

With firm faith I believe as well everything contained in God’s word, written or handed down in tradition and proposed by the Church –- whether in solemn judgment or in the ordinary and universal magisterium –- as divinely revealed and calling for faith.

I also firmly accept and hold each and every thing that is proposed by that same Church definitively with regard to teaching concerning faith or morals.

What is more, I adhere with religious submission of will and intellect to the teachings which either the Roman Pontiff or the college of bishops enunciate when they exercise the authentic magisterium even if they proclaim those teachings in an act that is not definitive.(132)

Oath of Fidelity

I, N., on assuming the office of Prior General of the Order of Saint Augustine, promise that I shall always preserve communion with the Catholic Church whether in the words I speak or in the way I act.

With great care and fidelity I shall carry out the responsibilities by which I am bound in relation both to the universal Church and to the particular church in which I am called to exercise my service according to the requirements of the law.

In carrying out my charge, which is committed to me in the name of the Church, I shall preserve the deposit of faith in its entirety, hand it on faithfully and make it shine forth. As a result, whatsoever teachings are contrary, I shall shun.

I shall follow and foster the common discipline of the whole Church and shall look after the observance of all ecclesiastical laws, especially those which are contained in the Code of Canon Law.

With Christian obedience I shall associate myself with what is expressed by the holy shepherds as authentic doctors and teachers of faith or established by them as the Church’s rulers. And I shall faithful assist diocesan bishops so that apostolic activity, to be exercised by the mandate and in the name of the church, is carried out in the communion of the same Church.

May God help me in this way and the holy gospels of God which I touch with my hands.

Confirmation of the Mandate and the Taking of Office of the Prior General

159. The president then confirms him in office and, hands him the seal of the Order, saying:

As president of this chapter, 

and by the apostolic authority I declare that,

in virtue of the privilege

granted to the Order by the Holy See,

from the moment that you gave consent to your election

you have been legitimately confirmed

as prior general of our Order,

with all the authority

that the Constitutions of the Order grant to priors general.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, +

and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

160. As an expression of gratitude the hymn Te Deum may be sung.

161. According to custom of the Order, after the singing of the Te Deum, the capitulars and members of the house greet the new prior general with a sign of obedience and a pledge of collaboration.

162. During this greeting the hymn Magne Pater Augustine may be sung.

163. The president then concludes with these words:

+ May the name of the Lord be praised.

* Now and for ever.

Confirmation of Elected Officials in the Chapter

164. In confirming the general councilors, secretary, and treasurer in their office the president says:

As president of this chapter,

I confirm you in your office

and in the exercise of authority

granted to you by the Constitutions.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, +

and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

Conclusion of the Chapter

165. After the Acts of the chapter have been read by the secretary and signed by the voting members, if the Mass of Thanksgiving does not follow immediately, the hymn Magne Pater Augustine is sung.

166. At the end of the hymn the president of the chapter says:

+ Let us pray.

Almighty God,

hear our prayers.

Through the intercession of our holy father Augustine,

grant your infinite mercy to us who hope in your goodness.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Final Prayer for the Closing of the Chapter

President:

167. + Our chapter draws to a close.

In these past days we have looked together,

at the past and our present situation

in order to prepare ourselves for the future that awaits us.

For each of us and for the Order

these were grace-filled moments.

Truly the Lord has blessed us.

Brothers, let us ask the Blessed Virgin Mary,

Our Mother of Good Counsel,

and the Lord’s first disciple of divine love.

for her counsel and intercession by singing:

168. Ave Maria or Salve Regina or another appropriate hymn.

169. Then the president gives a blessing to all present, saying:

+ May the name of the Lord be praised.

* Now and for ever.

May the blessing of almighty God,

the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit,

come upon you and remain with you for ever.

R. Amen.

5. IINSTALLATION OF THE LOCAL PRIOR

AND THE

BEGINNING OF A NEW COMMUNITY
Introductory Rites

170. The suggested format may be adapted according to the size of the community. If possible, friars from neighboring communities as well as friends and benefactors from the locality could be invited to the celebration.

171. After a greeting, the prior provincial or the one who installs the new prior says in these or similar words:

In our Augustinian tradition we see ourselves as a community of brothers to one another, who, following the direction of our holy father Augustine, try to imitate the life described in the Acts of the Apostles: giving ourselves to prayer, holding all things in common, and helping our sisters and brothers. In each community there is a leader whom we call prior, the first among the members of the community, who, for a certain period of time, helps each member and the community in realizing the vision and charism of the Augustinian life.

[If the beginning of the office of prior coincides with the beginning of a new local community formed by the provincial chapter, one continues: We now gather to ask the Lord to help this new community, particularly as N. begins his time of service to this community as prior. We accompany him and his community with our prayers and support.]


172. + Let us pray.

O God,

your Son Jesus came to serve

and not to be served.

Look with love on this community

and grant that its prior may wholeheartedly give of himself

to the service of his brothers

and to the building up of the common life.

Grant this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.


Proclamation of the Word
173. Readings from the Old Testament (Isaiah 6:1-8; Isaiah 61:1-3) or New Testament (John 15:12-17; Titus 2:1-5; 3:1-11; 1 Timothy 4:6-16; 6:3-10) may be selected. Also Psalm 22(23) may be used. See Appendix.


There may also be readings from Saint Augustine or the Augustinian tradition: Sermon 339, 1.4; Sermon 340, 1-2; Expositions of the Psalms 99(100), 11; The Work of Monks 29. See appendix.

174. A reflection by the prior or another member of the community may follow.
Installation of the Prior and Presentation of the New Community

175. The official letter of appointment is read. Then the prior greets the members of the community one by one, and each promises fraternal support.

176. One by one each member of the community, especially the newly-appointed members, is presented with his designated ministry.


Intercessions
177. If the celebration takes place during morning or evening prayer the intercessions may be adapted according to the circumstances. Otherwise the following may be used:

Let us pray, brothers, for this community that in the next four years of leadership it may progress in the Augustinian way of life and that it may continue, according to the spirit of Augustine, its service to the Church.

1. That this community may live together in harmony and show to all around them the witness of love and unity, we pray to the Lord:

2. That this community, with the help of the Lord, will not lack a spirit of the obedience to the prior nor the care and concern of the prior for his community, we pray to the Lord:

3. That the prior may be imbued by the Lord with the gift of wisdom in service to the community, we pray to the Lord:

4. That each member of this community, in the office entrusted to him, may generously bring to fruition the gifts of nature and grace given to him and that he may be a faithful minister of Christ, the Church, and this community, we pray to the Lord:

5. That all members of the Order may mirror in their lives that spirit of being one mind and heart intent upon God, we pray to the Lord:

6. That all of us gathered here may renew ourselves in our specific vocations within the ecclesial community, we pray to the Lord:

178. + In a spirit of faith, we say together: Our Father…

+ God of unity and truth,

hear the prayers of this community.

Grant it the strength to live its life

in communion with you

so that a love of truth will call it to contemplation,

and the demands of love impel it toward apostolic activity. (133)

Grant this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Concluding Rite

179. The new prior may wish to say a few words to his community and to the others 
gathered. Then an appropriate hymn, for example, Magne Pater Augustine, is sung.

6. CHAPTER OF RENEWAL
Introductory Rites

180. The chapter begins with an appropriate hymn.

181. After the hymn, the superior greets the community and addresses them in these or similar words:

My brothers, we meet in community as the praying Church. Let us ask for the grace to accept the goodness of God while at the same time we acknowledge our faults and failings.


The greatest obstacle in turning back to God is pride. Thus our holy father  Augustine, our guide in the paths of freedom and truth, advises us: "The first step is humility; the second is humility; the third, humility; and as many times as you ask me, I will give you the same answer" (134).


Like Augustine, we feel that the humble confession and declaration of our faults is praise of God's creation and celebration of his grace (135). With these sentiments, let us enter into this celebration and receive his word.

Proclamation of the Word of God

182. A reading from scripture, Saint Augustine, or an Augustinian author is proclaimed.

183. A reflection or exhortation is then given by the superior.  He should place emphasis on the value of discussing the common life or the need of asking pardon for our weaknesses. A period of silence may follow the reflection.


Fraternal Dialogue
184. A dialogue may take place on a particular theme or on our way of life. At this time a 
discussion of the concrete life of the community (schedule, coordination of activities, house accounts, various problems) may take place.

Concluding Prayer

185. After the dialogue, the superior may end with the following prayer:

Brothers, the mercy of God has no limits. Repenting of our faults and sins, let us ask God's pardon.

For failure to love God and our brothers as the Lord commands and our Rule remind us to:


R. We ask your pardon, Lord.

For failure to dispel the bitterness and sadness that destroys our joy as Christian and religious:


R. We ask your pardon, Lord.

For the times that our discord, intransigence, and misunderstandings have shattered unity, peace, and love in the community:


R. We ask your pardon, Lord.

For our insensibility to the ills of society, the Church, the Order, and our own community:


R. We ask your pardon, Lord.

Other petitions may be added.

+ United in one mind and heart we pray:

* Our Father…

186. + O God,

you created humankind in your own image and likeness.

Open our ears to hear your voice,

cleanse our eyes to see your wonders,

and dispel all our ignorance

that we may recognize you,

the only true God and Jesus Christ our Lord

who lives and reigns for ever and ever (136).

R. Amen.

187. Or:

Brothers, Christ the man is our way and Christ our God is our homeland. To reach him we must walk with him and in him. Instead we have preferred other pathways. Therefore we humbly pray:


R. Show us your mercy, Lord, and grant us your salvation.

Lord Jesus Christ, in baptism you gave us a new life and in our profession you renewed it, but we have often forgotten the demands of this life and of our promises:


R. Show us your mercy, Lord, and grant us your salvation.

Lord Jesus Christ, in the Rule and Constitutions you have given us the norms for fulfilling the demands of the gospel, but we at times have resisted this way without excuse (137):


R. Show us your mercy, Lord, and grant us your salvation.

Lord Jesus Christ, the untaught rise up and take heaven by storm, while we with all our learning are still struggling in this world of flesh and blood (138):


R. Show us your mercy, Lord, and grant us your salvation. 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have done all things well, and you have revealed that your creation is good; but we, in our poverty, fail to appreciate the signs of your goodness to us and our brothers:


R. Show us your mercy, Lord, and grant us your salvation.

Other petitions may be added.
+ United in one mind and heart we pray:

* Our Father…

188. + Lord,

you are our only hope;

grant us the grace to seek you,

know you,

and love you,

never more to succumb to discouragement.

Grant this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.


189. Those present exchange the sign of peace.


190. The chapter ends with a hymn of thanksgiving.

7. VISITATION OF RENEWAL (General and Provincial)
Opening

191. After the greeting, the superior says:
Dear brothers: As we begin this special time of renewal, let us ask the Lord to be with us and to give us the strength and the generosity to live united in mind and heart. Only God can inspire our lives, renew our hearts, and guide our feet along this path of service and commitment. Let us together call upon the Holy Spirit to instruct us and empower us.

192. The hymn Veni, Creator Spiritus or another appropriate hymn may be sung.


Proclamation of the Word 

193. An appropriate reading may be read, for example from the Rule of Saint Augustine I, 2.8; V, 2), the Constitutions of the Order, or Sermon 356, 1-2.


194. A reflection may then be given by the presider, followed by a short time of 


silence.


195. The following prayer is said:

+ Confident that the Spirit awakens good desires in us, let us open our hearts in prayer.

1. For all those in the ministry of service in the Augustinian Family

that the Lord may pour out upon them

a spirit of renewal and love,

we pray to the Lord:

2. That the Lord may make us true men of prayer,

tireless in seeking the truth,

we pray to the Lord:

3. That all Augustinian communities may be communities of friends

in which all are instruments of unity and peace,

we pray to the Lord:

4. That the love of God and humanity may engender in us

a greater devotion to the service of God's people,

especially for those most poor and needy,

we pray to the Lord:

5. For each one of us,

on the occasion of this visit of renewal

that we may be more open to the needs of our Order ( Province),

we pray to the Lord:

6. For those who have died,

especially family, benefactors, and friends,

that the Lord may reward them with the glory of the elect,

we pray to the Lord:

+ You, O Lord,

know our anxieties and needs.

We pray that you refuse not our petitions 

but grant what we most need.

We make our prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.


Visitation and Dialogue

196. The superior meets with each friar and/or with the community.

Closing of the Visitation
197. The superior speaks to the community on the outcome of the visitation and gives some observations and recommendations. He may also invite others to share their views on the quality of life, especially life in common.


198. As closure, a suitable hymn may be sung, for example, Magne Pater Augustine.

blank

Chapter 7

CELEBRATION OF CHAPTERS OF RELIGIOUS WOMEN
blank

1. PRAYERS FOR CHAPTERS
199. With the necessary adaptations these prayers and rites may be used on the occasion of elective chapters of the Mother Prior for monasteries, and of the Mother General for Augustinian congregations of apostolic life.

200. To the invocations of morning prayer and to the intercessions of evening prayer some of the following petitions may be added:

1. Lord Jesus, you promised to be present among any two or three who come together in your name;

-- may your presence in our community (or in our chapter) be such that everything that we have done there be done in your name and serve the good of our community (or congregation).

2. Lord God, you enliven your Church with the fire of your spirit and you guide her by his light;

-- grant that all the participants at our chapter be enkindled with the love of the same Spirit, and thus all will be done according to your will.

3. (Before the election )

Lord, you alone are the foundation of our hope;

-- give us a superior who will nourish in the sisters a thirst for you and with them guide our community (or congregation) to the realization of your designs.

4. (After the election)

Lord Jesus, you commanded us to love one another;

-- bless this newly elected sister of our monastery (congregation) so that she may lead us to true unity of love.

2. RITE OF THE CELEBRATION OF THE ELECTIVE CHAPTER OF NUNS
201. The chapter should be celebrated in an atmosphere of prayer and solidarity.

202. At the beginning of the chapter the Mass of the Holy Spirit is celebrated.

203. The secretary of the council functions as secretary of the chapter and takes the minutes.

204. After the sisters have reassembled, the president begins the work of the Chapter with the following prayer:
+ Let us pray

O God, 
you are the unity personified and love itself.

Through the intercession of our holy father Augustine,

make your daughters one in heart and mind, 

so that your Church may live in harmony, 

be steadfast in the profession of faith, 

and be confirmed in the lasting unity.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen 

205. If there are various sessions, at the beginning of each session the presider says:

+ Come, Holy Spirit,

* fill the hearts of your faithful

and kindle in them the fire of your love.

+ Let us pray

O God,

no secret is hidden from you,

for every heart is open to you

and every wish is known.

Fill our hearts with the light of your Holy Spirit

to free our thoughts from sin,

that we may perfectly love you

and fulfill your will as it is made known to us.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

At the end of each session:

+ May the name of the Lord be praised.

* Now and for ever.

206. Before proceeding to the election of the Mother Prior the hymn Veni, Creator Spiritus is sung. The entire community is present, including those in temporary vows and the novices. At the end of the hymn the presider adds:

+ Let us pray.

Almighty God,

hear our prayers.

You have given us confidence to hope in your goodness.

Through the intercession of the Virgin Mary,

Mother of Good Counsel,

and of our holy father Augustine,

grant us your mercy.

We call upon your goodness, O Lord:

give to this monastery a superior

who will not consider herself fortunate

because she exercises authority,

but because she serves in love.

Let her be for all an example of good works,

leading us in the path of wisdom and love.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

207. The presider declares that the Mother Prior has finished her term of office and that it is time for new elections. Immediately afterward, the Mother Prior hands over to the presider the seal of the monastery as a sign of her departure from office, saying:

Father (Mother) President (Your Excellency if a bishop),

having completed my mandate as prior of this monastery,

I hand over to you the symbol of my office,

and I ask pardon of God and of the sisters

for all my inadequacies.

208. The presider taking the seal says:

I thank you

in the name of the Church and your sisters

for the service you have rendered.

With the authority given to me

I declare that you have completed

your mandate as prior of this monastery.

209. The official list of those religious who have active voice in the election of the Mother Prior is now read. Then the presider says:

Only the sisters whose names have been called will remain in this room.

210. After the sisters who do not have the right to vote have left, the elections of the tellers and the Mother Prior begin, according to the norm of the Constitutions.

211. At the voting for the Mother Prior the section from the Constitutions on the “Election of a Superior” may be read.

212. After the election of the Mother Prior, the presider asks the newly elected if she accepts her election. When consent has been given and when all the religious in the house have been called, the presider officially announces the name of the Mother Prior, with the following words:

I declare and proclaim

that N. has been elected Mother Prior of this Monastery of N.

213. The presider then confirms her in office and hands her the seal of the monastery, saying:

Sister N., in virtue of the faculty granted to me

I confirm you Mother Prior of this Monastery  N.,

with the authority

which the Constitutions of nuns of the Order of Saint Augustine

grant to such an office.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, +

and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

214. As an expression of gratitude the hymn Te Deum may be sung.

215. With an embrace or some other sign, according to the custom of the monastery, all sisters present manifest to the newly elected superior their obedience and the will to collaborate.  The hymn Magne Pater Augustine or another appropriate hymn may be sung.

216. The confirmation of the elected superior, the singing of the Te Deum, and the greeting may take place in the capitular room or in as the chapel, according to the custom of the monastery.

217. If the elections of the Mother Vicar and the councilors take place at this time, before the elections the section of the Constitutions on the “Authority and Office of the Vicar and the Council” may be read.

218. In confirming the vicar and the councilors the presider says:

With the authority granted to me

I confirm you in the office

to which you have been elected,

with the faculty

which the Constitutions of nuns of the Order of Saint Augustine

grant to such office.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, +

and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

219. Then the presider blesses those present by saying;

+ May the name of the Lord be praised.

* Now and for ever.

+ May the blessing of almighty God,

the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit,

come upon you and remain with you for ever.

R. Amen.

220.  The secretary renders minutes concerning the election of the Mother Prior, two in duplicate, to be signed by the one who presided at the chapter, by the tellers, and by the secretary. One copy is kept in the archives; the other is sent to the diocesan bishop or to the superior, for those monasteries under the jurisdiction of the Order.

3. RITE OF CELEBRATION OF AN ELECTIVE CHAPTER FOR SISTERS OF APOSTOLIC LIFE  

221. The chapter should be celebrated in an atmosphere of prayer and solidarity.

222. On the day of the election of the Mother General or of the Mother Provincial the Mass of the Holy Spirit is celebrated at which all the capitulars, the sisters of the community, and those gathered participate.

223. When the sisters have gathered, the presider introduces the work in the capitular hall with the following prayer:

+ Let us pray.

O God, 
you are the unity personified and love itself.

Through the intercession of our holy father Augustine,

make your daughters one in heart and mind, 

so that your Church may live in harmony, 

be steadfast in the profession of faith, 

and be confirmed in the lasting unity.

we ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen 

224. At the beginning of each session the presider says:

+ Come, Holy Spirit,

* fill the hearts of your faithful

and kindle in them the fire of your love.

+ Let us pray

O God,

no secret is hidden from you,

for every heart is open to you

and every wish is known.

Fill our hearts with the light of your Holy Spirit

to free our thoughts from sin,

so that we may perfectly love you

and fulfill your will as it is made known to us.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

At the end of each session:

+ May the name of the Lord be praised.

* Now and for ever.

225. Before proceeding to the election of the Mother General or Mother Provincial the hymn Veni, Creator Spiritus is sung. At the end of the hymn the presider adds:

+ Let us pray.

Almighty God,

hear our prayers.

You have given us confidence to hope in your goodness.

Through the intercession of the Virgin Mary,

Mother of Good Counsel,

and of our holy father Augustine,

grant us your mercy.

We call upon your goodness, O Lord:

give to this congregation (or province) a superior

who will not consider herself fortunate

because she exercises authority,

but because she serves in love.

Let her be for all an example of good works,

leading us in the path of wisdom and love.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

226. The presider declares that the Mother General (or Provincial) has completed her term of office and that it is time for new elections. Immediately afterward, the Mother General (or Provincial) hands over to the presider the seal of the congregation as a sign of her departure from office, saying:

Father (Mother) President (Your Excellency if a bishop),

having completed my mandate as Mother General (or Provincial),

I hand over to you the symbol of my office,

and I ask pardon of God and of the sisters

for all my inadequacies.

227. The presider taking the seal says:

I thank you

in the name of the Church and your sisters

for the service you have rendered rendered.

With the authority given to me

I declare that you have completed

your mandate as Mother General of this congregation

(or Mother Provincial of this province).

228. The official list of those religious who have active voice in the election of the Mother General (or Provincial) is now read. Then the presider says:

Only the sisters whose have been called are to remain in this room.

229. When all non voting sisters have left, the elections of the tellers, the Mother General (or Provincial), the councilors, and the other officials begin, according to the norm of the Constitutions.

230. After the election of the Mother General (or Provincial), the presider asks the newly elected if she accepts her election. When consent has been given and when all the religious in the house have been called, the presider officially announces the name of the Mother General(or Provincial), with the following words:

I declare and proclaim

that Sister N. has been elected Mother General of this Congregation N.

(or Mother Provincial of this Province).

231. The presider then confirms her in office and hands her the seal of the congregation (or province), saying:

Sister N., in virtue of the faculty granted to me

I confirm you Mother General of this Congregation  N.,

(or Mother Provincial of this Province N.)

with the authority

which the Constitutions of this congregation

give to such an office.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, +

and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

232. As an expression of gratitude the hymn Te Deum may be sung.

233. With an embrace or some other sign, according to the custom of the monastery, all sisters present manifest to the newly elected superior their obedience and the will to collaborate. The hymn Magne Pater Augustine or another appropriate hymn may be sung.

234. Then the presider blesses those present by saying;

May the blessing of almighty God,

the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit,

come upon you and remain with you for ever.

R. Amen.

Part Two

RELIGIOUS PROFESSION

(Men)

blank

Chapter 8 

THE BEGINNING OF THE PRENOVITIATE
blank

235. It is fitting to mark the start of the prenovitiate period by a special rite held in the community which receives the candidates.

236. The rite may not be held during Mass but should be celebrated by the community in the chapter room or the chapel. The rite should be very simple and modest with only the community present.

237. The rite of reception can fittingly be included in a special celebration of the word of God, or held in the course of morning or evening prayer. It could be carried out as follows or in some similar way.

238. After the scripture reading in morning or evening prayer, Acts 2:42-48 or 4:32-35 is read.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (2:42-48)

The believers devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship,

to the breaking of bread and to prayer.

Everyone was filled with awe,

and may wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles.

All the believers were together and had everything in common.

Selling their possessions and good,

they gave to anyone who had need.

Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts.

They broke bread in their homes

and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,

praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people.

And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

Or

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (4:32-35)

All the believers were one in heart and mind.

No one claimed that any of their possessions was their own,

but they shared everything they had.

With great power the apostles continued to testify

to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus,

and much grace was upon them all.

There were no needy persons among them.

For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them,

brought the money from the sales

and put it at the apostles' feet,

and it was distributed to anyone who had need.

239. The prior then addresses the candidates in these or similar words.

Dear Friends,

Today this community of brothers joyfully welcomes you.

The reading from the Acts of the Apostles has shown you

the nature of  the ideal at which we aim

as we follow the teaching and living experience of our holy father Augustine.

May this be for you a time of grace and blessing.

240. One of the candidates, speaking in the name of the others, says:

Brothers,

we thank you for your welcome and the opportunity you offer us.

We pledge to respect the rules of this community

for living together as brothers,

to benefit from this time of grace which the Lord is giving us,

to deepen our baptismal consecration in Christ,

to experience Augustinian common life,

and to discern our vocation.

May your fraternal support and your prayers help us in all of this.

241. The prior then blesses the emblem of the Order (or a medal), using the blessing given in Part V of this Ritual, and presents one to each of the prenovices, saying:

Receive this emblem (or medal)

as a sign of your membership in this community of brothers.

Try to be worthy of the Lord’s calling.

242. The celebration of morning or evening prayer then continues. It would be fitting to add some appropriate intentions to the intercessions.

Chapter 9

INITIATION TO THE RELIGIOUS LIFE

blank

243.
On the day when the canonical novitiate begins, there should be a   



rite invoking God's grace for achieving the special purpose of the novitiate.

244.
 It is forbidden to perform the rite of initiation during Mass.

245.
The rite is to be very simple and direct, in the presence of the religious community        only.

246.
The texts for the rite must avoid anything that may seem to diminish the novices’ 



freedom of choice or obscure the true meaning of a novitiate as a time of testing.

247. The chapter hall or other similar room is an appropriate setting for the rite. If it seems 



necessary, however, the rite may take place in the chapel.

248. It is appropriate that the rite should take place during a special celebration of the word of God during which the nature of the religious life and the characteristics of the Augustinian Family are outlined.

Introductory Rites

249.
The rite may begin with the singing of a psalm or a suitable hymn a greeting by the prior or the one who presides.

+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

* Amen.

+ The Lord be with you.

* And also with you.

Questioning 

250. Then the prior or the one who presides questions the postulants in one of the following ways:

251. First Form

Prior:

Dear brothers, what do you ask from us?

Postulants:

We wish to experience your way of life for a time

because of our desire to follow Christ wholeheartedly

in the Augustinian Family.

Prior:

May the Lord help and protect you.

R. Amen.

252. Second Form

Prior:

Dear brothers,

what inspires you to come and live among us?

Postulants:

We desire to experience your way of life,

with the hope joining your Augustinian Family,

to live as disciples of Christ

in the spirit of Saint Augustine.

Prior:

May the Lord grant this desire of yours.

You will certainly be among the disciples of Christ,

if you open your heart every day to prayer

and listening to the word of God

so as to receive the sanctifying light of the inner teacher.

R. Amen.

253. Third Form

The questioning may be omitted, and the request for admission may take place as follows: one of the postulants, facing the superior and community, speaks in the name of all:

Brothers,

by God’s mercy

we have come here to learn your way of life:

that holy way of life where all things are held in common,

where no one keeps anything as his own,

and where all possess one mind and one heart intent upon God.

Or he may use similar words, expressing the aspirations and thoughts of the postulants themselves.

254. The prior responds with these or similar words:

May God in his mercy be with you always

and may Christ our teacher grant light to us all.

R. Amen.

Conferral of the Religious Habit

255.
When the questioning of the postulants is completed, the religious habit may 


be conferred. The following prayer is used to bless the habit.

+Let us pray.

Lord Jesus Christ,

you clothed yourself with the garb of our mortal flesh

in the womb of the Virgin Mary.

We ask you to bless + this habit

which our holy predecessors wore

as a sign of innocence and humility.

May your servants who will wear the habit

merit to be clothed with immortality,

for you live and reign for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

256. The habits are sprinkled with holy water and given to the postulants.

Prayer


257. After the request for admission, the prior then says:

+Let us pray.

Lord God,

you give us the desire to hear your call.

Listen favorably to the prayers of your servants N. and N., 

who, seeking to serve you more faithfully, 

ask to join our community.

Grant that our life in common 

may become a communion of love.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Celebration of the Word of God

258.  Suitable texts from holy scripture are then read, with appropriate responsories. 

259. After the readings, the prior (or whoever presides) addresses the novices and the community on the meaning of the religious life and the spirit and characteristics of the Order.

Acceptance of the Novices

260. The prior accepts the requests of the novices in the following words:

+ My brothers,

in light of the word of God

which we have heard proclaimed

and in the name of this Augustinian community,

I accept your request to be admitted to the novitiate of our Order.

The novices respond:

Thanks be to God.
Concluding Rite

261. The rite concludes with the intercessions. The prior (or whoever presides)  introduces the intercessions with one of the following:
262. First Form

+ My dear brothers,

let us pray for these our novices

who, better to serve God and the Church,

desire to experience the Augustinian way of life.

Reader: Let us pray together and say: Hear us, O Lord.

1. For the holy Church,

   the virgin espoused to Christ,

   that she may become ever more holy in these sons of hers:

   we pray to the Lord.

2. For these our brothers,

   who begin their time of novitiate,

   that under the protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary

   they may fulfill the will of the Father with faith and love:

   we pray to the Lord.

3. For these our brothers

   who today begin their Augustinian common life,

   that they may live everyday their gift of self:

   we pray to the Lord.

Other suitable intentions may be added.

263. Second Form

+ My brothers, let us pray for our novices.

1. That with humility and generosity

   they may take as their teacher and model our Lord Jesus Christ

   who came to serve and not to be served:

   Response: Lord, be their strength.

2. That they may live to the full their vocation,

    finding their freedom in the truth.

    Response: Lord, be their light.

3. That they may experience the joy of serving God

   with the total gift of self:

   Response: Lord, be their consolation.

Other suitable intentions may be added.

264. The prior concludes:

Lord,

you are the origin of every perfect gift

and the source of all our good intentions.

Bring to fulfillment what you have inspired

in these sons of yours

and grant that by living with us

they may grow day by day

in the interior experience of your love.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Our Father…

265. After the Lord’s Prayer those present may exchange the sign of peace with the novices.

266. The prior (or whoever presides) calls forward the master of novices and reminds him to be their guide in their search for God and entrusts them officially to his care.

267. The celebration ends with these or similar words:

+ My brothers,


let us close this celebration


by invoking the Blessed Virgin Mary,


Saint Joseph, her spouse, protector of our Order,


our holy father Augustine,


and all the saints of the Augustinian Family


that they may intercede for us before God our Father.


R. Amen.


268. The presider blesses all present, saying:


+ May the name of the Lord be praised.


* Now and for ever.


+ May the blessing of Almighty God,


Father, Son, + and Holy Spirit,


come upon you and remain with you for ever.


R. Amen.

blank

Chapter 10

TEMPORARY PROFESSION

blank

269. The rite described in this chapter takes place during Mass. It is intended for use on the occasion of the first profession of those religious who have successfully completed their novitiate.


270. The Mass of the day is used, or if the rubrics allow, the ritual Mass for the day of 



first profession.


271. It is fitting that the prior, or the one who is to receive the profession, 


preside at the eucharist. 

272. The profession ordinarily takes place at the chair of the presider; if circumstances so dictate, the chair may be placed in front of the altar. Seats for those making profession should be so arranged in the sanctuary that the faithful have an unimpeded view of the liturgical rites.

273. Enough bread and wine for consecration should be prepared for the ministers, those making their profession, and their parents, relatives, and fellow religious. If only one chalice is used, it should be sufficiently large.


274. In addition to what is needed for Mass, there should also be prepared:


a) the ritual for religious profession;


b) the religious habit;

c) the book of the Rule and the Constitutions.

1. INTRODUCTORY RITES
275. Those to be professed may fittingly join in the procession, accompanied by the novice master.

276. When they come to the sanctuary all make the customary reverence to the altar and go to their places; then Mass continues.

2. LITURGY OF THE WORD

277. The liturgy of the word takes place as usual, except for the following:

a) The readings may be taken from the Mass of the day or from the texts given;

b) the profession of faith may be omitted, even if prescribed by the rubrics of the day.

3. RELIGIOUS PROFESSION
Calling or Request

278. After the gospel the presider and the people sit, but those to be professed stand. Then, if circumstances deem it advisable, the deacon or the novice master calls by name each of those to be professed, and each one answers:

Present,

or makes some similar response.


279. The presider then questions them in these or similar words:
My dear brothers, what do you ask?

Candidates:

We ask for God's merciful love

and for the grace of living together with you 

in the Order of Saint Augustine.

Presider:

We believe that the Lord has already shown you his mercy

by inspiring you to enter the Order of Saint Augustine.

We are happy to welcome you into our life together

by accepting your temporary profession.(139)
Assembly:

Thanks be to God.
280. The calling and the questioning by the presider may be omitted and replaced by a request. For example, one of those to be professed may stand facing the presider and say, in the name of all, these or similar words:

With the help of God,

we N. and N. (each says his own name)

have studied the Rule of Saint Augustine

and have lived among you as your brothers during this time of novitiate.

We now ask to be allowed to dedicate ourselves to God and his kingdom

by making our religious profession in the Order of Saint Augustine.

All:

Thanks be to God.

Homily
281. Those to be professed then sit and listen to the homily or address which should develop the scriptural readings and the theme of religious profession as God's gift and call to holiness for those chosen and for the good of the Church and the whole human 



family.

Questioning


282. After the homily, those to be professed stand, and the presider questions 



them on their readiness to dedicate themselves to God and to seek perfect charity, 


according to the Rule and Constitutions of our Order. The questions given here may be changed or in part omitted.

Presider:

My dear brothers,

you have already been consecrated to God's service through baptism.

Do you now wish to be more closely united with him 

by the new and special bond of religious profession?

Candidates:

Yes, I do.

Presider:

Do you wish to live in chastity for the sake of the kingdom of heaven,

to embrace voluntary poverty,

to offer God the gift of your obedience,

so as to follow Christ along the way of evangelical perfection?

Candidates:

Yes, I do.

Presider:

Do you wish to live united in the same house,

dedicated to the common task of searching for God,

having one mind and one heart? (140))

Candidates:

Yes, I do.


283. Then the presider confirms their intention in these or similar words:

May almighty God grant you his grace to fulfill what you resolve.

R. Amen.

Or

Walk in the footsteps of Christ the man

and you will come to God. (141) 

Prayer

284. The presider then invites those present to invoke God's assistance with one of the following prayers:

+ Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal God,

enkindle with the love of the Holy Spirit

these our brothers who now wish to place themselves

at your service as followers of Augustine

through the vows of chastity, poverty, and obedience 

which they now wish to profess with your inspiration.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

285. Or

+ Let us pray.

Lord,

look upon these servants of yours 

who are resolved to dedicate their lives to you 

by making profession of the evangelical counsels 

in the presence of your Church today. 

Mercifully grant that their manner of life 

may bring glory to your name 

and further your loving plan of redemption.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Profession


286. After the prayer, the presider and those present sit. Those to be professed come, one by one, to the presider who holds the Rule of Saint Augustine, opened, in his hands. Then they kneel, place their right hand on the Rule, and make their profession according to the following formula.

In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

In this year of the Lord ___, on the __day of __,

I, N., led by the Holy Spirit,

declare my intention to follow Jesus Christ more closely

and to give a fuller expression to my baptismal consecration.

Therefore, calling upon the Virgin Mary

and our holy father Augustine,

I give myself to God and unite myself to his will

by the vows of chastity, poverty, and obedience, for one year,

in the Order of Brothers of Saint Augustine

and according to the Rule of our holy father.

I wish to continue my quest for God

together with my brothers

and serve the people of God

in community life and mutual sharing of goods.

For the love of God and in the presence of my brothers,

I promise obedience to you, N., prior general of the Order

(or N, in the name of N., prior general of the Order).

I pray that the Lord will enable me

to live faithfully with you in unity of love

and have one mind and heart with you intent upon God.

Amen.

287. The presider accepts the profession of each with these words:

Dear brother,

I, N. (or if he be someone other than the prior general:

I, in the name of the prior general, N.)

accept your profession

and receive you as a member of our Order,

affiliating you to the Province of N.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit.

288. If the candidates for profession are numerous, they may all read the formula of profession together, but each one individually is to end with the words which indicate clearly his own will in the matter. The same may be done with the formula of acceptance, but adding at the end the name and province of each candidate.

Conferral of the Habit
First Form

289. The novice master, helped by confreres, gives the religious habit to each of the newly professed who put it on in the sanctuary or other suitable place (unless they are already dressed in it).

290. Meanwhile the choir may begin a hymn, antiphon, or psalm, for example Psalm 24 with the following antiphon:.

Ant. Lord, these are the ones who long to see your face,

who seek the face of the God of Jacob (Ps 24:6),

or some other appropriate song may be sung.

The antiphon is repeated after every two verses; at the end of the psalm Glory to the Father is not said but only the antiphon. If the presentation of the habits comes to an end before the whole psalm is sung, the psalm is terminated and the antiphon repeated.
Second Form

292. The presider blesses the habits with the following prayer:

+Let us pray.

Lord Jesus Christ,

you clothed yourself with the garb of our mortal flesh.

We ask you to bless + this habit

which our holy predecessors wore

as a sign of innocence and humility,

for you live and reign for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

He then sprinkles the habits with holy water.

293. The presider gives the habit, saying:

Be renewed in the spirit of your mind

and be clothed with the new man, created according to God,

in justice and in the holiness of truth.

Presentation of the Rule and the Constitutions
294. The newly professed come to the presider who gives each the book of the Rule and the Constitutions, saying these or similar words:

Receive the Rule and Constitutions
of the Order of Saint Augustine.

May the Lord grant you the grace

to observe all these precepts with love,

as lovers of spiritual beauty,

radiating by your good life the sweet odor of Christ.

R. Amen.

295. Afterward, if convenient, according to the tradition of the Order, the presider and  the other religious may exchange the sign of peace with the newly professed. Meanwhile the following antiphon may be sung:

See how good it is, how pleasant,

when brothers live in unity.

with Psalm 133 or the hymn Magne Pater Augustine or another appropriate hymn.

General Interecessions


296. The newly professed return to their places. The presider introduces the general 



intercessions:

+ Today our Augustinian Family rejoices.

United in prayer let us call upon God our Father,

from whom comes the gift of every vocation.
Intentions may be selected from among the following, or new ones prepared for the occasion.


297. First intention

 
For the holy Church of God,

that adorned by the virtues of her children

she may become the ever more radiant bride of Christ, her Lord:

let us pray to the Lord.

Or

For our holy father the Pope and the other bishops,

that faithful to the apostolic ministry

they may nourish with the word and guide with love

the flock of Christ:

let us pray to the Lord.


298. Second intention


For the peace and salvation of the world,

that all religious may be messengers and servants

of the peace of Christ:

let us pray to the Lord.

Or

For the good of all people,

that those who are dedicated to the Lord’s service

may seek the things of heaven

and spend their days in the service of others:

let us pray to the Lord.

Or


For all who believe in Christ,

that they may welcome the voice of God

as he invites us to a life of holiness: 

let us pray to the Lord.


Or


For the poor and suffering,

that Christ's example may always inspire religious 

to bring the good news to the poor,

to care for the sick and to comfort the afflicted:

let us pray to the Lord.


299. Third intention


For all religious,

   
that their way of life may be a sign


and a witness of the kingdom of God: 

let us pray to the Lord.


Or


For all those consecrated to God


that they may always give an example of fraternal love


and that like the first disciples of Jesus


they may be one in heart and mind:


let us pray to the Lord.


For all religious,


that by fidelity to their vocation


they may serve the holy Church


and work together to spread the kingdom of God:


let us pray to the Lord.


300. Fourth intention


For these brothers of ours N. N.


that the Lord will make them constant in prayer,


penance, and apostolic zeal:


let us pray to the Lord.


Or


For these brothers of ours N.N.

whom today God has consecrated to his service

that he will increase in them the spirit of true love

for all their brothers:

let us pray to the Lord.

Or

For these brothers of ours N.N.

whom today God has consecrated to his service

that in their poor, chaste, and obedient life

they may manifest the fruitfulness of the Church,

may be friends and helpers of the poor

and call back those who have strayed to the sweet yoke of Christ:

let us pray to the Lord.


301. Fifth Intentions


For all Christians,


that by prayer and example


they may be both light and leaven to the world:


let us pray to the Lord.


Or


 For all here present,


 that we may accept with faith

 the invitation of the Master to be perfect,

 and that we may bear fruit in holiness

 and meet together in the heavenly city of peace:

 let us pray to the Lord.

302. The presider concludes the prayer of the faithful with the following prayer:

+ Let us pray.

All-powerful God,

you have given us Jesus Christ

as the teacher of humility;

grant to these your sons consecrated to you

a deep humility

so that sustained by your love

they may live for the rest of their lives

what today they promise to you.

We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord.

R. Amen.

4. LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

303. While the hymn for the presentation of the gifts is being sung, some of the newly professed religious may bring the bread, wine, and water to the altar for the eucharistic sacrifice.


304. If it seems opportune, the presider gives the sign of peace to each of the newly


professed religious in the usual way.

305. Holy communion may be given under both species to all who are present at the celebration.

Chapter 11

SOLEMN PROFESSION 
blank

306. It is fitting that the rite of profession by which a religious binds himself to God for ever should take place on a Sunday or a solemnity of the Lord, of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
or of a saint distinguished in the living of the religious life in the Order of Saint Augustine.

307. The rite of solemn profession takes place separately from other rites of profession.

308. Notice of the day and hour should be given to the faithful in good time so that they may attend in greater numbers.


309. The Mass is that of the liturgy of the day, or the ritual Mass for the day of solemn profession may be used, in accordance with the rubrics.


310. If the superior who is to receive the profession is a priest, he should be the presider.

311. Profession ordinarily takes place in the church of the religious community. For pastoral reasons, however, or in order to promote esteem for the religious life, to give 


edification to the people of God, or to permit larger attendance, the rite may take place in the cathedral, parish church, or some other notable church, as may seem fitting.

312. As the nature of the rite demands, the whole liturgical service should be celebrated with fitting solemnity, but any appearance of lavishness unbecoming to religious poverty should be avoided.

313. The profession ordinarily takes place at the chair of the presider. To enable a fuller participation of the faithful, the chair may be placed in front of the altar. Seats for those making profession should be so arranged in the sanctuary that the faithful may have an unimpeded view of the liturgical rites.

314. Enough bread and wine for consecration should be prepared for the ministers, those making their profession, and their parents, relatives, and fellow religious. If only one chalice is used, it should be sufficiently large.


315. In addition to what is needed for Mass, there should also be prepared:


a) The ritual for religious profession; b) the Rule and the Constitutions of the Order.

1. INTRODUCTORY RITES
316. Those to be professed may fittingly join in the procession, accompanied by the director of students. When they come to the sanctuary, all make the customary reverence to the altar and go to their places; then Mass continues.

2. LITURGY OF THE WORD

317. The liturgy of the word takes place as usual, except for the following:

a) The readings may be taken from the Mass of the day or from the proposed texts.

b) The profession of faith may be omitted, even if prescribed by the rubrics of the 


   day.

c) The general intercessions are omitted.

3. RELIGIOUS PROFESSION
Calling or Request
318. After the gospel the presider and the people sit, but those to be professed stand. Then, if circumstances make it advisable, the deacon or the master of novices calls by name each of those to be professed, and each one answers.

Present,

or makes some similar response.


319. The presider then questions them in these or similar words:

First Form

320. + My dear brothers, what do you ask of God and of his holy Church?

Candidates:

We ask to follow Christ, our teacher,

in the Order of Saint Augustine

and to persevere in our commitment

all the days of our lives.

All:

Thanks be to God.

Second Form

321. The calling by name and the questioning by the presider may be omitted; a request by those to be professed may take its place. For example, one of those to be professed may stand facing the presider and say, in the name of all, these or similar words:

With the help of God,

we (N. and N.)

have come to know in your Augustinian community

the great value of the consecrated life.

Now we humbly ask to be permitted

to make our solemn profession

in the Order of Saint Augustine

for the glory of God and the service of the Church.

All:

Thanks be to God.

Homily 


322. The candidates sit and the homily takes place.

Questioning


323. After the homily, those to be professed stand, and the presider questions 


them on their readiness to dedicate themselves to God, with the words which follow or other similar words.

Presider:

Dear brothers,

in baptism you have already died to sin

and have been consecrated to God's service.

Are you now resolved to unite yourself more closely to God

by the bond of solemn profession?

Candidates:

I am.

Presider:

Are you resolved,

with the help of God,

to embrace for ever that life of perfect chastity, poverty, and obedience

chosen by Christ our Lord?

Candidates:

I am.

Presider:

Are you resolved to commit yourself fullly

to following the gospel

and observing the Rule of our holy father Augustine

in order to come

to the perfect love of God and neighbor?

Candidates:

I am.

Presider:

Are you resolved to become one with us through the bonds of love

and join with those who “one in mind and heart intent upon God”

strive to give credible witness in the church 

to the admonition “how good and how pleasant it is when brothers live in unity”

Candidates:

I am.

Presider:

Are you resolved,

with the help of the Holy Spirit,

to spend your whole life in the generous service of God's people

through prayer, study, and apostolic activity? (142)

Candidates:

I am.

324. At the end of the questions, the presider confirms the intention of those to be professed in these or similar words:


+ May God who began the good work in you

bring it to completion by the day of Christ Jesus.

R. Amen.

Or

+ Walk in the footsteps of Christ the man

and you will come to God.(143)

R. Amen.

Litany


325. All then rise. The presider stands. With hands joined, facing the people, he says:

+ Dear friends in Christ,

let us pray to God our Father

from whom all good things come

that the sacred commitment of these ours sons 

may be sealed by the one

who was first to inspire them.

326. Within the Easter Season or on a Sunday the presider and people stand. Those to be professed prostrate themselves, according to the custom of the Augustinian Family, or they kneel.

327. Outside the Easter Season and Sundays the deacon says:

Let us kneel.

The presider kneels facing the people. The people also kneel. Those to be professed prostrate themselves.

328. Then the cantors sing the litany for the rite of religious profession, while all present respond. At the appropriate place the names of other saints venerated by the faithful may be inserted; other petitions may be added to suit the occasion.

329. First Form of the Litany

Lord, have mercy
Lord, have mercy

Christ, have mercy
Christ, have mercy

Lord, have mercy
Lord, have mercy

Holy Mary, Mother of God

pray for us 

Saint Michael



pray for us 

Holy angels of God


pray for us 

Saint John the Baptist


pray for us 

Saint Joseph



pray for us 

Saint Peter and Saint Paul

pray for us 

Saint John



pray for us 

Saint Mary Magdalene

pray for us 

Saint Stephen and Saint Lawrence
pray for us 

Saint Agnes



pray for us 

Saint Basil



pray for us 

Holy Father Augustine

pray for us

Saint Monica



pray for us

Saint Alypius and Saint Possidius
pray for us 

Saint Benedict



pray for us 

Saint Bernard



pray for us 

Saint Francis and Saint Dominic
pray for us

Saint Nicholas of Tolentino

pray for us

Saint Clare of Montefalco

pray for us

Saint Rita of Cascia


pray for us

Saint Catherine of Siena

pray for us

Saint John of Sahagún

pray for us

Saint Thomas of Villanova

pray for us

Saint John Stone


pray for us

Saint Magdalene of Nagasaki

pray for us 

Saint Ezekiel Moreno


pray for us

Saint Alonso de Orozco

pray for us

Saint Ignatius of Loyola

pray for us 

Saint Teresa of Jesus


pray for us 

Saint Vincent de Paul


pray for us 

Saint John Bosco


pray for us 

All holy men and women

pray for us 

Lord, be merciful


Lord, save your people


From all evil



Lord, save your people 

From every sin


Lord, save your people 

From everlasting death

Lord, save your people 

By your coming as man

Lord, save your people 

By your death and rising to new life
Lord, save your people 

By your gift of the Holy Spirit
Lord, save your people 

Be merciful to us sinners

Lord, hear our prayer


a) By the self-offering of your servants


and their apostolic work,

make the life of your Church

ever more fruitful.


Lord, hear our prayer

Or


Give in ever greater abundance


the gifts of the Holy Spirit 


to your servant, Pope N., 


and to all his brother bishops.
Lord, hear our prayer



b) By the life and labor of all religious

promote the welfare of all people.
Lord, hear our prayer 


Lead all men and women


to the fullness of the Christian life.
Lord, hear our prayer


Or


c) Help the members of the Augustinian Family


to search for you and to proclaim you


by their life in common.

Lord, hear our prayer


Or


Grant that all religious communities 


may live and grow

in the love of Christ

and the spirit of their founders.
Lord, hear our prayer 


Or


Unite those

who profess the gospel counsels 

more closely with the saving work of your Son.  Lord hear our prayer 


d) Reward a hundredfold 


the parents of your servants 


for the sacrifice they have made.
Lord, hear our prayer 


e) Make these servants of yours


more and more like Christ, 


the firstborn among many. 

Lord, hear our prayer 


Or


Give these servants of yours 


the strength of perseverance.

Lord, hear our prayer 


Or


Bless these brothers of ours,

your servants,

make them holy,

and consecrate them to your service.
Lord, hear our prayer 

Jesus, Son of the living God


Lord, hear our prayer 

Christ, hear us



Christ, hear us 

Lord Jesus, hear our prayer


Lord Jesus, hear our prayer

330. If the assembly is kneeling, only the presider gets up and, with arms extended, says:

O God,

through the Holy Spirit

you pour out your grace

on whomever you will.

Give to these sons of yours an ardent piety.

Grant that they be fervent in maintaining their sacred commitment.

In times of trial and suffering

may they be supported by your consoling presence

and remain faithful.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Then, if the people are kneeling, the deacon says;

Let us rise.

331. Second Form of the Litany

Lord, have mercy



Lord, have mercy

Christ, have mercy



Christ, have mercy

Lord, have mercy



Lord, have mercy

Father, source of life



have mercy on us

Son, made flesh for our sake


have mercy on us

Holy Spirit, fire of love


have mercy on us

Holy Trinity, living in our hearts

have mercy on us

Mary, Mother of God






pray for us

Angels, servants of God





pray for us

Gabriel, herald of the incarnation




pray for us

Joseph, husband of Mary





pray for us

Elizabeth, visited by the Virgin Mother



pray for us

John, the voice that cries out in the desert



pray for us

Peter, rock of the Church





pray for us

Paul, apostle of the Gentiles





pray for us

John, the Lord’s chosen one





pray for us

Luke, the evangelist of mercy




pray for us

All you apostles, faithful ministers of the gospel


pray for us

Mary Magdalene, first witness of the Risen One


pray for us

Stephen, a deacon perfected in martyrdom



pray for us

Lawrence, a martyr for love of the poor



pray for us

Ignatius, grain of Christ





pray for us

Agnes, the humble, martyred lamb




pray for us

Monica, made strong in her tears




pray for us

Augustine, a singer of God’s grace




pray for us

Basil, teacher of monastic life




pray for us

Benedict, teacher in the Spirit




pray for us

Bernard, singer of Mary





pray for us

Francis, the joyful poor one of Christ



pray for us

Dominic, preacher of truth





pray for us

Anthony, voice of charity





pray for us

Clare of Montefalco, lover of the cross



pray for us

Rita of Cascia, mediator of peace




pray for us

Catherine of Siena, on fire with love for the Church

pray for us

Magdalene of Nagasaki, model of Christian witness

pray for us

Teresa, strong in love






pray for us

Alypius and Possidius, lovers of common life


pray for us

Nicholas of Tolentino, patient in love



pray for us

Thomas of Villanova, sower of divine wisdom


pray for us

John of Sahagún, servant of the poor and of justice


pray for us

John Stone, martyr for the unity of the Church


pray for us

Ezekiel Moreno, filled with missionary zeal



pray for us

Alonso de Orozco, preacher of your word



pray for us

All you holy men and women, who share in the glory of God
pray for us

Lord, be merciful



Lord, save your people.

From every evil, and from every sin

Lord, save your people.

From everlasting death


Lord, save your people.

Through your incarnation


Lord, save your people.

Through your death and resurrection
Lord, save your people.

Through the gift of the Holy Spirit

Lord, save your people.

Be merciful to us sinners




That you may give to your holy Church


an ever more fruitful life




with the offering and the prayer 



of your  children



 This we ask you, hear our prayer.

That you may increase the gifts 

of the Holy Spirit





in your servant, Pope N.,

and in the entire college of bishops
          This we ask you, hear our prayer. 

That you may help the Augustinian

Family to seek you and to proclaim you

in perfect common life


This we ask you, hear our prayer.

That you may give the fullness of

your blessings to the parents (families)

who have given their sons to you

This we ask you, hear our prayer.

That you may render these your sons


more and more like Christ, 

the firstborn among many 


This we ask you, hear our prayer.

332. If the assembly is kneeling, only the presider gets up and with arms extended, prays:

+ O God,

through the Holy Spirit

you pour out your grace

on whomever you will.

Give to these sons of yours an ardent piety.

Grant that they be fervent in maintaining their holy purpose.

In times of trial and suffering

may they be supported by your consoling presence

and remain faithful.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Then, if the people are kneeling, the deacon says;

Let us rise.

Profession


333. After the litany, the presider and those present sit. Those to be professed come, one by one, to the presider who holds the Rule of Saint Augustine, opened, in his hands. Then they kneel, place their right hand on the Rule, and make their profession. 

In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

In this year of the Lord ___, on the __day of __,

I, N., led by the Holy Spirit,

declare my intention to follow Jesus Christ more closely

and to give a fuller expression to my baptismal consecration.

Therefore, calling upon the Virgin Mary

and our holy father Augustine,

I give myself to God and unite myself to his will

by the solemn vows of chastity, poverty, and obedience,

in the Order of Brothers of Saint Augustine

and according to the Rule of our holy father.

I wish to continue my quest for God

together with my brothers

and serve the people of God

in community life and mutual sharing of goods.

For the love of God and in the presence of my brothers,

I promise obedience to you, N., prior general of the Order

(or N, in the name of N., prior general of the Order).

I pray that the Lord will enable me

to live faithfully with you in unity of love

and have one mind and heart intent upon God.

334. With the consent of the prior or major superior, at the beginning and at the end of the formula of profession, the candidates may add other brief expressions, in keeping with to the solemnity of the act.

Solemn Blessing or Consecration
335. Then the newly professed kneel; each one may hold a candle, lit from the paschal candle. The presider, with hands extended over them, says one of the following prayers of blessing. The words in brackets may, depending on circumstances, be omitted.

336. First Prayer

+ Father in heaven,

source of all holiness,

creator of the human race, 

your love for us was so great 

that you gave us a share in your own divine life. 

Neither the sin of Adam 

nor even the sins of the whole world 

could alter your loving purpose.

At the dawn of history

you gave us Abel as an example of holiness.

Later, from your beloved Hebrew people

you raised up men and women graced with every virtue.

Foremost among them all stands Mary, the ever-virgin daughter of Zion.

From her pure womb was born Jesus Christ, your eternal Word,

the Savior of the world.

You sent him, Father, as our pattern of holiness. 

He became poor to make us rich, 

a slave to set us free.

With love no words can tell 

he redeemed the world by his paschal mystery 

and won from you the gifts of the Spirit 

to sanctify his Church.

The voice of the Spirit has drawn 

countless numbers of your children 

to follow in the footsteps of your Son. 

They leave all things to be one with you in the bonds of love 

and give themselves wholly to your service 

and the service of all your people.

Look with favor, then,

on these who have heard your call. 

Send them the Spirit of holiness; 

help them to fulfill in faith

what you have enabled them to promise in joy.

Keep always before their eyes Christ, the divine teacher. 

[Give them perfect chastity,

ungrudging poverty

and wholehearted obedience.

May they glorify you by their humility, 

serve you with docility,

and be one with you in fervent love.]

May they build up the Church by the holiness of their lives, 

advance the salvation of the world,

and stand as a sign of the blessings that are to come.

Lord, protect and guide these servants of yours. 

At the judgment seat of your Son 

be yourself their great reward.

Give them the joy of vows fulfilled. 

Made perfect in your love,

may they rejoice in the communion of your saints 

and praise you for ever in their company.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

337. Second  Prayer

+ Lord God,

source of holiness and growth in your Church,

all creation owes you its debt of praise.

In the beginning of time

you created the world to share your joy.

When it lay broken by Adam’s sin,

you promised a new heaven and a new earth.

You entrusted the earth to the care of men and women

to be made fruitful by their work.

Living in this world they were to direct their steps

to the heavenly city.

By your sacraments

you make us your children

and welcome us into your Church;

you distribute among us

the many gifts of your Spirit.

Some serve you in chaste marriage;

others forego marriage for the sake of your kingdom.

Sharing all things in common,

with one heart and mind in the bond of love,

they become a sign of the communion of heaven.

Father, we pray now,

send your Spirit upon these servants of yours

who have committed themselves

with steadfast faith

to the words of Christ your Son.

Strengthen their understanding

and direct their lives by the teaching of the gospel.

May the law of love rule their hearts,

and concern for others distinguish their lives,

so that they may bear witness to you, the one true God,

and to your infinite love for all people.

By their courage in daily trials

may they receive, even in this life,

your promised hundredfold,

and at the end an everlasting reward in heaven.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.


338. After the prayer the newly professed may go to the altar to place on it the 


page with the formula of profession; if it can be done conveniently, each of them should sign the document of profession upon the altar itself. After this, each goes back to his place.


339. Afterward, if this is the practice of the community, the newly professed may 



stand and sing an antiphon or other song expressing the spirit of self-giving and joy, for 
example:

Uphold me, according to your promise that I may live,

and let me not be put to shame in my hope (Ps 119:116).

AFFILIATION TO THE ORDER

340. After each of the newly professed has put aside his candle, the presider confirms his definitive affiliation to our Order with the following words:

+ I, N.,

(or, if the prior general is not present:

I, in the name of N, prior general of our Order)

accept your profession

and receive you as a member of our Order,

affiliating you to the Province of N.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit.

341. Or

I confirm your full incorporation

in our Augustinian Family,

affiliating you to the Province of N.

Remain with us, share our common life

and together we shall await the mercy of the Lord.

God will be our common and superabundant good. (144)

R. Amen.

Sign of Welcome
342. Afterward, if convenient, according to the tradition of the Order, the presider and  the other religious may exchange the sign of peace with the newly professed. Meanwhile the following antiphon may be sung:

See how good it is, how pleasant,

when brothers live in unity.

with Psalm 133 or the hymn Magne Pater Augustine or another appropriate hymn.

343. The newly professed return after this to their places, and Mass continues with the hymn for the presentation of the gifts..

4. LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
344. During the song for the presentation of the gifts, some of the newly professed may bring to the altar the bread, wine, and water for the eucharistic sacrifice.


345. Preface


Christ the model of consecrated life.


V. The Lord be with you.


R. And also with you.


V. Lift up your hearts.


R. We lift them up to the Lord.


V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.


R. It is right to give God thanks.


It is truly right and just,


our duty and our salvation, 


always and everywhere to give you thanks,


Holy Father, almighty and eternal God,


through Jesus Christ our Lord.


Born without sin, the son of the Virgin Mother, 


he called those blessed who were pure of heart


and taught by his way of life in the excellence of chastity.

He chose to do always what is pleasing to you, 

and for our sake became obedient even unto death, 

offering himself to you as a perfect sacrifice.

He consecrated more closely to your service 

those who leave all things for your sake, 

and promised them a treasure in heaven.

And so we join the throng of saint and angels

as they sing the unending hymn of your praise:


Holy …

In the eucharistic prayers, the offering of the professed may be mentioned according to 

the texts below:

346. In Eucharistic Prayer I, the special form of Father, accept this offering is said:

Lord, accept from your whole family

and from these, your servants, 

this offering which we make to you on the day of their profession.

today, by your grace, 

they have dedicated their lives to you;

when your Son returns in glory,

admit them to the joy of the unending paschal feast.

347. In the intercessions of Eucharistic Prayer II there is added:

Remember also, Lord these, our brothers, 

who today have dedicated themselves for ever to your service. 

Grant that they may always raise their minds and hearts to you 

and glorify your name. 

348. In the intercessions of Eucharistic Prayer III there is added:

Strengthen in their holy resolve these, your servants, 

who today, through the bonds of religious life, 

have dedicated themselves for ever to your service.

Grant that they may give witness in your Church 

to the new and eternal life won by Christ’s redemption.

349. In the intercessions of Eucharistic Prayer IV there is added:

Lord, remember those for whom we make this offering:

your servant Pope N., our Bishop N., and all bishops, 

the priests, deacons, and other ministers of your Church;

remember these, our brothers,

who today by their solemn profession 

have consecrated themselves more closely to your;

remember those who take part in this offering, 

those here present, all your people, 

ad all who seek you with a sincere heart.


350. The presider gives the sign of peace in the usual way.

351. The newly professed and all present at the celebration communion may receive communion under both kinds.

5. AFFILIATION OF PARENTS TO THE ORDER
352. After the prayer after communion, if considered appropriate, the newly professed with their parents stand around the altar; the presider will give the parents the scroll of affiliation to the Order.


The presider should say a few words of gratitude to the parents and explain the meaning of affiliation to the Order. He then reads the document and hands it to the parents:

N., Prior General of the Order of Saint Augustine, sends greetings to Mr. and Mrs. N., beloved in Christ.

It is proper to show our gratitude to those to whom the Augustinian Family is particularly indebted and who are joined to it in special friendship. Your generosity in giving to the Lord your son, N. in the Augustinian Family of the Province of N., deserves our special thanks. For this reason, in virtue of the faculty given me by the Apostolic See and the Constitutions of the order, by this present decree I affiliate you to the Augustinian Order.

By this affiliation you become sharers in the spiritual benefits which flow from the Masses, prayers, sacrifices, and good works of the brothers and sisters of the Order in every part of the world. From now on we regard you as part of our family in the same way as those who are such through their profession of religious vows.

6. CONCLUDING RITE
353. The presider, with his arms extended over the people, gives the blessing, using one of the following formulas:

+ May God, who inspires every holy resolve, 

confirm your intention and strengthen your hearts

to accomplish faithfully all that you have promised

R. Amen

May God grant that in the joy of Christ

you may walk the narrow way you have chosen

and gladly bear one another’s burdens.

R Amen

May the love of God gather you into a single family

that will reflect to the world the image of Christ’s love.

R Amen

The presider concludes, using the following forms of blessing.
And may almighty God bless you and all here present, 

the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen

Or.

And may the blessing of almighty God, 

the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit,

come upon you all and remain with you for ever.

354. Or

+ May God, who inspires every good resolve

and brings it to fulfillment, 

protect you always by his grace, 

that you may carry our faithfully

the duties of your calling.

R Amen

May God make you sign and witness of divine love

before all the world.

R Amen.

May God grant that the bonds 

which unite you to Christ here on earth

may endure for ever in heaven.

R. Amen.

The presider concludes, using one of the following forms of blessing.
And may almighty God bless you and all here present, 

the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

Or.

And may the blessing of almighty God, 

the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit, 

come upon you all and remain with you for ever.

R. Amen

Or.

+ May God who accomplishes every holy endeavor, 

fill you with heavenly grace,

that, by your actions and holiness of life, 

you may build up his people.

R. Amen.

May God make you a witness to divine love

and its living sign among all people.

R. Amen.

May God, who has called you to 

the perfect following of Christ, 

welcome you one day to the joy of heaven.

R.  Amen.


The presider concludes, using one of the following forms of blessing.
And may almighty God bless you and all here present, 

the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen

Or.

And may the blessing of almighty God, 

the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit, 

come upon you all and remain with you for ever.

R. Amen.

Chapter 12

RENEWAL OF VOWS
blank

1. RITE OF RENEWAL OF VOWS DURING MASS

355. Renewal of vows may take place during Mass.


356. The rite for the renewal of vows should be conducted with the greatest simplicity. 


357. Either the Mass corresponding to the liturgy of the day or the ritual Mass for the day of 
the renewal of vows is used, in accordance with the rubrics.

358. The prior or whoever receives the renewal of vows presides over the eucharistic sacrifice. 

359. Religious who renew their profession and all present may receive communion under both kinds.

LITURGY OF THE WORD


360. In the liturgy of the word, all takes place as usual except for the following:

  a) The readings may be taken from the Mass of the day or from the proposed texts;

b) he profession of faith may be omitted, even if prescribed by the rubrics of the 

day.


361. After the gospel a homily which uses the readings from scripture to emphasize the 



meaning and the value of religious life is given.

Prayer 


362. After the homily the presider invites all to pray for God's help, saying:
+ My brothers,

God has given us the grace

to persevere in our commitment.

Let us pray for these loving servants 

who renew their vows today

in the presence of the Church.

All pray for a time in silence. Then the presider says:

+ Lord,

look kindly on these sons of yours

whom in your providence you have called  

to the pursuit of the ideals of the gospel.

May they continue with the same generous enthusiasm and unselfishness

with which they began.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Renewal of Vows
363. After the prayer, those who are to renew their profession come forward, one by one, to the presider and read the formula of profession of vows. If those making the renewal are many, they may all read the formula together. However, each is to conclude it by himself with words that clearly express the intention of each.

In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

In this year of the Lord ___, on the __day of __,

I, N., led by the Holy Spirit,

declare my intention to follow Jesus Christ more closely

and to give a fuller expression to my baptismal consecration.

Therefore, calling upon the Virgin Mary

and our holy father Augustine,

I give myself to God and unite myself to his will

by renewing the temporary vows, for one year,

of chastity, poverty, and obedience

in the Order of Brothers of Saint Augustine

and according to the Rule of our holy father.

I wish to continue my quest for God

together with my brothers

and serve the people of God

in community life and mutual sharing of goods.

For the love of God and in the presence of my brothers,

I promise obedience to you, N., prior general of the Order

(or N, in the name of N., prior general of the Order).

I pray that the Lord will enable me

to live faithfully with you in unity of love

and have one mind and heart with you intent upon God.

R. Amen.

364. The presider accepts the profession of each with these words:

+ Dear brother,

I, N. (or if he be someone other than the prior general:

I, in the name of the prior general, N.)

accept the renewal of your profession.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

General Intercessions


365. The newly professed return to theie places. Their rite concludes with the general 



intercessions

The presider introduces it in these or similar words:

Dear friends,

let us pray to God our Father for the Church,

for the peace and salvation of the world,

for our Augustinian Family,

and especially for our brothers

who have renewed their vows today.

Intentions may be selected from among the following, or new ones prepared for the occasion.

 
1. For the holy Church of God,

    that adorned by the virtues of her children

    she may become ever more radiant bride of Christ, her Lord:

    let us pray to the Lord.

2. For our holy father the Pope and the other bishops,

  for the Prior General and all superiors of our Order,

  that, faithful to the pastoral ministry,

  they may lead their people to God by word and example:

  let us pray to the Lord.


3. For these our brothers


    who today have renewed their vows to the Lord


    for the kingdom of heaven:


    may they receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit,


   above all faith, strength, and perseverance:

          let us pray to the Lord.

4. For all members of our Order,

    that by living the common life

   they may, like the early Christians,

   have one heart and one mind

   intent upon God:

  let us pray to the Lord.


5. For the young


    who are on the way to priesthood or religious life,


   that they may follow Christ

         with generosity and fidelity:

         let us pray to the Lord.


6. For all of us here present,

          mindful of our baptism and religious profession


   may we be vibrant witnesses of Christ in the world:

         let us pray to the Lord.

366. The presider concludes the intercessions with this prayer or something similar:

+ Lord God,

all holiness is from you.

In your goodness hear the prayers of your family,

and by the intercession of Blessed Mary, your handmaid,

pour forth your blessings in abundance upon these servants of yours,

so that by your continued help

they may fulfill the vows

your love has inspired them to renew.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

367. After the general intercessions, if convenient, according to the tradition of the Order, the presider and the other religious may exchange the sign of peace with those who have renewed their vows.

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

368. During the song of the presentation of gifts some of the religious who have renewed their vows may bring the bread, wine, and water to the altar for the eucharistic sacrifice.

369. The celebrant, after saying, "The peace of the Lord," gives to each of the religious who have renewed their vows the sign of peace in the usual way.

370. After the celebrant has received the body and blood of Christ, the religious who have renewed their profession and others come to the altar to receive communion under both kinds.

2. RENEWAL OF VOWS DURING THE LITURGY OF THE HOURS
371. The renewal of vows may take place during the Liturgy of the Hours, for example morning or evening prayer. Everything is as usual until the reading.

372. In place of the reading an appropriate text from sacred scripture may be used, selected from those texts proposed for religious profession. A text from Saint Augustine or the Augustinian tradition may be added.


373. After the reading a homily may follow.

374. After the homily, those to be professed come, one by one, to the presider and make their profession according to the following formula. If the candidates for renewal  are numerous, they may all read the formula of profession together, but each one individually is to end with the words which indicate clearly his own will in the matter. 

In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

In this year of the Lord ___, on the __day of __,

I, N., led by the Holy Spirit,

declare my intention to follow Jesus Christ more closely

and to give a fuller expression to my baptismal consecration.

Therefore, calling upon the Virgin Mary

and our holy father Augustine,

I give myself to God and unite myself to his will

by renewing the temporary vows, for one year,

of chastity, poverty, and obedience

in the Order of Brothers of Saint Augustine

and according to the Rule of our holy father.

I wish to continue my quest for God

together with my brothers

and serve the people of God

in community life and mutual sharing of goods.

For the love of God and in the presence of my brothers,

I promise obedience to you, N., prior general of the Order

(or N, in the name of N., prior general of the Order).

I pray that the Lord will enable me

to live faithfully with you in unity of love

and have one mind and heart with you intent upon God.

R. Amen.

375. The presider accepts the profession of each with these words:
I, N. (or if he be someone other than the prior general:

I, in the name of the prior general, N.)

accept the renewal of your profession.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

376. In place of the intercessions given for the particular hour, the following may be used and adapted according to circumstances.

+ Let us pray to God the Father to whom belongs all honor and glory. Let us ask him

that we may continue on our journey trusting in the Spirit who lives within us:


Lord, send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth.

When we seek you, O God, we are seeking a life of happiness,

--let us seek you so that we may live. (145)

Lord God, you are our hope,

--give us the strength to seek you, who made yourself known to us. (146)

Late have I loved you, beauty so ancient and so new,

--you were within, but I outside, seeking there for you. (147)

Consecrated to you, Lord, we contemplate your delight,

--this is our hope; for this we live. (148)

Give us what we love, for we love indeed,

--and this love you have given us. (149)

For our brothers who have bound themselves more closely to God’s service,

--that their hearts may be filled with generous love for all.

Other petitions may be added.

Our Father…


377. The celebration ends in the usual way as in the Liturgy of the Hours. 


378. A closing hymn of praise may be sung. 

Chapter 13

25th, 50th, or OTHER ANNIVERSARY OF RELIGIOUS PROFESSION

blank

379. If there is a solemn celebration for the 25th, 50th, or other anniversary of religious profession of our religious, the following special rite may be used.

380. The Mass is that of the day or the ritual Mass on the 25th, 50th, or other anniversary of religious profession or the Mass for the anniversary of one's own ordination, according to the rubrics.

381. The jubilee rites may be held during Mass and they assume the character of a solemn tribute of honor, love, and gratitude.

Liturgy of the Word 

382. In the liturgy of the word everything proceeds as usual, except the following:

a) The readings may be taken either from the Mass of the day or from the texts found in the lectionary for religious profession;

b) the profession of faith may be omitted, even if required in the liturgy of the day. 

383. Following the gospel there is a homily, after which the presider, or the superior, invites the jubilarian to renew his total consecration to God.

384. If considered appropriate, the presider approaches the jubilarian for the sprinkling with holy water, while singing or saying one of the following antiphons:

Ant. Cleanse me of sin with hyssop, Lord,

that I may be purified;

wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. (Ps 51:9)

Or 

I will sprinkle clean water upon you

to cleanse you from all your impurities,

and I will give you a new heart, says the Lord. (Ez 36:25-26)

Or 

This is the water that flows from the holy temple of God, alleluia.

To those whom this water touches it will bring salvation,

and they will sing: alleluia, alleluia.

385. After the sprinkling, the presider approaches the jubilarian to hand him a candle lighted if possible from the paschal candle, and says the following or similar words:

+ Receive this lighted candle, dear Brother.

Just as its light disperses the darkness,

so may your life shine with holy example and good works,

and thus be associated with the blessed communion of the saints. 

R. Amen.

386. Or 

+ Receive the light of Christ, dear Brother.

Guided by him, may you, as a child of light,

walk on untiringly.

Persevere in faith,

that you may be with him in your heavenly homeland

in the company of all the saints.

R. Amen.

Renewal of Profession

387. The presider and all present are seated. The jubilarian, kneeling, renews his  religious profession with the following formula or one similar (to be used only on the day of the anniversary).

In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Today, (day, month, year)

on this occasion of my 25th  anniversary

(50th or other anniversary) 

of my religious profession in the Order of Saint Augustine,

I renew with all my heart the consecration

that I made before God and the Church

on the day of my profession.

I make this renewal with the same joyful hope

which I experienced on that day.

I thank God for the many gifts he bestowed on me,

and in his name I thank also my Augustinian brothers

for the love and fraternity they have shared with me.

General Intercessions

388. It is fitting to conclude the anniversary renewal rite with the general intercessions. The following may be used. The prior, or whoever presides at the eucharist, introduces the prayer with the following or similar words:

For a 25th Anniversary:

+ Let us pray to our heavenly Father,

who twenty-five years ago called our brother to the religious life

and has given him the gift of faithful perseverance.

May the love of God ever increase his love in him and in us,

for the good of the whole Church.

For a 50th Anniversary:

+ Let us direct our thoughts prayerfully

to the Father of mercies and to the God of all consolation,

389. Intentions may be selected from among the following or new ones prepared for the occasion:

1. For our Brother N.

who today is celebrating his 25th anniversary

(50th or other anniversary)

in the religious life:

that this day may be for him,

not only an occasion for heartfelt thanks,

but also a source of peace and perseverance

in the unity of fraternity:

we pray to the Lord.

2. For all the religious of our Order,

that by living in peace and harmony,

with joy and humility,

they may reach the fullness of love:

we pray to the Lord.

3. For the people of God,

that they may recognize in the sign of consecrated life

the presence of God

who calls all to holiness:

we pray to the Lord.

4. For all of us gathered here,

that we may search in God

for the joy that has no end:

we pray to the Lord.

390. The presider concludes the general intercessions with these or similar  words:

For a 25th Anniversary:

+ God our Father,

we thank you for this joyful celebration

of the 25th anniversary of Brother N’s religious profession.

Grant that we may live our community life in unity

so as to be able one day to  enjoy the vision of your unity in the Holy Trinity.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

For a 50th Anniversary:

God our Father,

the one reward you have promised us

is to be with you for ever in the heavenly Jerusalem.

As we thank you for all the gifts you have bestowed on our Brother N.

throughout these fifty years of religious life, 

grant that we may serve you faithfully in this  life

until the day when you will call us to the joy and vision of you.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Liturgy of the Eucharist

391. While the hymn for the presentation of gifts is being sung, the jubilarian may bring to the altar bread, wine, and water for the eucharistic sacrifice.

392. At the end of the Mass the Te Deum or another hymn is sung.

Part Three

RELIGIOUS PROFESSION

(Women)

blank

Chapter 14 

THE BEGINNING OF THE PRENOVITIATE

blank

393. It is fitting to mark the start of the prenovitiate period by a special rite held in the monastery or in the community which receives the candidates (for the sisters of active life). The following rite is suggested unless another is selected by the monastery or by the community which receives the candidates.

394. The rite may not be held during Mass. The rite should be very simple and modest.

395. The rite of reception can fittingly be included in a special celebration of the word of God, or held in the course of morning or evening prayer. It could be celebrated as follows or in some similar way.

396. After the scripture reading in morning or evening prayer, Acts 2:42-48 or 4:32-35 is read.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (2:42-48)

The believers devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship,

to the breaking of bread and to prayer.

Everyone was filled with awe,

and may wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles.

All the believers were together and had everything in common.

Selling their possessions and good,

they gave to anyone who had need.

Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts.

They broke bread in their homes

and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,

praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people.

And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

Or

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (4:32-35)

All the believers were one in heart and mind.

No one claimed that any of their possessions was their own,

but they shared everything they had.

With great power the apostles continued to testify

to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus,

and much grace was upon them all.

There were no needy persons among them.

For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them,

brought the money from the sales

and put it at the apostles' feet,

and it was distributed to anyone who had need.

397. The superior then addresses the candidate in these or similar words.

Dear Sisters,

Today this community of sisters joyfully welcomes you.

The reading from the Acts of the Apostles has shown you

the nature of  the ideal at which we aim

as we follow the teaching and lived experience of our holy father Augustine.

May this be for you a time of grace and blessing.

398. The postulant says:

Mother and Sisters,

I thank you for your welcome and the opportunity you offer me.

I pledge myself to respect the rules of this community

for living together as sisters,

to benefit from this time of grace which the Lord is giving me,

to deeper my baptismal consecration to Christ,

to experience Augustinian common life,

and to discern my vocation.

May your sisterly support and your prayers help me in all of this.

399. The superior may present to the postulant the Augustinian emblem or a medal of the congregation, saying:

Receive this emblem (or medal)

as a sign of your membership in this community of sisters.

Try to be worthy of the Lord’s gift

which is entrusted to you.

400. The celebration of morning or evening prayer then continues. It would be fitting to add some appropriate intentions to the intercessions.

Chapter 15

INITIATION TO THE RELIGIOUS LIFE

blank

401.
On the day when the canonical novitiate begins, it is fitting to celebrate a   



rite invoking God's grace to achieve the special purpose of the novitiate.

402. It is appropriate that the rite should take place during a special celebration of the word of God during which the nature of the religious life and the characteristics of the Augustinian Family are outlined with special reference to the contemplative charism in the case of Augustinian nuns, or to the charism of the Institute in the case of sisters of apostolic life. The rite may not take place during Mass.

403. The rite is to be very simple and modest.

404.
The texts for the rite must avoid anything that may seem to diminish the novices’ 



freedom of choice or obscure the true meaning of the novitiate as a time of testing.

Introductory Rites

405.
The rite may begin with the singing of a psalm or a suitable hymn and the greeting by the priest or the one who presides.

+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

+ The Lord be with you.

R. And also with you.

Questioning 

406. Then the superior questions the postulants with these words:

Dear sisters, what do you ask from us?

The postulants reply:

Drawn by God’s mercy,

we have come here to learn your way of life:

that holy way of life where all things are held in common,

where no one keeps anything as her own,

and where all possess one mind and one heart intent upon God.

We wish to reach out in your company

toward him of whom it is said: “Constantly seek his face.”

We ask you to teach us to follow the crucified Christ and Mary his mother,

to cultivate the interior life,

to persevere in prayer,

to practice penance,

to come to know God and his will in the holy scriptures,

and to place ourselves at the service of the Church and of all people.

The superior replies:

May God grant you mercy and grace

and may the divine Teacher enlighten us all.

R. Amen.

Conferral of the Religious Habit

407. Whoever presides blesses the religious habit using the following words and sprinkling it with holy water:

+Let us pray.

O God,

you clothed your Son with our humanity

in the virginal womb of the Mary.

Bless + these habits

and grant that these daughters of yours

may proclaim by their lives the resurrection to come

so that one day they may be clothed with blessed immortality.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

408. The superior gives the habit to each candidate saying:

Be renewed in the spirit of your mind

and be clothed anew recreated according to God

in justice and in the holiness of truth.

409. The novices retire to put on the habit while the choir sings a suitable hymn.

410. Then the hymn Veni, Creator Spiritus is sung while the novices remain kneeling throughout.

411. At the end of the hymn, while all remain kneeling, the superior says:


God,

you have given us your Son, Jesus Christ,

the source and origin of our lives, to be our leader.

In your kindness hear the prayers of your servants N.N.

who desire to enter our Augustinian Family

(or the Augustinian Congregation N.N.).

Through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary,

Saint Joseph, and our holy Father Augustine,

grant that during this period of testing

they may, with unfailing faith and sincere love,

be nourished by Christ and grow in him.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

412. The community gives the novices the sign of peace as a sign of sisterly love according to the custom of the Augustinian Family. Meanwhile Magne Pater Augustine, or some other suitable hymn appropriate is sung.

413. At this point either the eucharistic celebration may follow or a celebration of the liturgy of the word.

Celebration of the Word of God

414.  Suitable texts from holy scripture are then read, with appropriate responsories. 

415. After the readings, the superior addresses the novices and the community on the meaning of the religious life and the spirit and characteristics of the Augustinian Family and of the particular Institute; or she may read a suitable chapter of the Rule or some paragraphs from the Constitutions of the particular Institute.

Intercessions

416. The superior (or whoever presides) introduces the intercessions:
My dear sisters,

let us pray for these our novices

who, in order to serve God and the Church,

desire to experience the Augustinian way of life.

Some of the following intentions are chosen, or others may be composed.

1. For the holy Church,

   the betrothed of Christ,

   that she may grow in holiness

   through the chaste life of these daughters of hers:

   we pray to the Lord.

2. For these our sisters,

   who begin their time of novitiate,

   that under the protection of the Blessed Mary, virgin and mother,

   they may fulfill the will of the Father with faith and love:

   we pray to the Lord.

3. For these our sisters

   who today begin their experience of Augustinian life,

   that they may daily renew their gift of self:

   we pray to the Lord.

4. That with humility and generosity

    they may become disciples in the school of our Lord Jesus Christ

   who came to serve and not to be served:

   R. Lord, be their strength and their light.

5. That they may experience the joy of serving God

    with the total gift of self:

    R. Lord, be their strength and their light.

Concluding Rite

417. The superior (or the one who presides) concludes the prayer with these or similar words:

Lord,

you are the origin of every perfect gift

and the source of all our good intentions.

Bring to fulfillment what you have inspired

in these daughters of yours

and grant that living  among us

they may grow day by day

in the experience of your love.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Trusting in the power of the prayer

of those gathered in the name of Christ

let us pray together the Lord’s prayer:

Our Father…


Let us call down on them the blessing of the Blessed Virgin Mary,


Saint Joseph, her spouse,


our holy father Augustine,


and all the saints of the Augustinian Family.


We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.


R. Amen.

blank

Chapter 16

TEMPORARY PROFESSION

blank


418. The rite described in this chapter takes place during Mass. It is intended for use 



of those religious who have successfully completed their novitiate. 



419. The Mass of the day is used, or if the rubrics allow, the ritual Mass for the day of 



first profession.


420. The profession ordinarily takes place at the chair of the presider; if circumstances so dictate, the chair may be placed in front of the altar. Seats for those making profession should be so arranged in the sanctuary that the faithful have an unimpeded view of the liturgical rites.

421. Cloistered religious may also make their temporary profession in the sanctuary.


422. In addition to what is needed for Mass, there should also be prepared:


a) the ritual for religious profession;


b) the veil;

c) the book of the Liturgy of the Hours;

d) the book of the Rule and the Constitutions.

423. It is fitting that on the day before the profession the religious habit, except for the veil, be given to the novice.


1. CONFERRAL OF THE RELIGIOUS HABIT
Blessing

424. A priest or deacon blesses the religious habit, except for the veil, with these words:

+Let us pray.

Lord Jesus Christ,

you clothed yourself with the garb of our mortal flesh

in the most pure womb of the Virgin Mary.

In your infinite goodness

we ask you to bless + this habit

which our holy sisters who have gone before us,

wore when they renounced the world

as a sign of innocence and humility.

May these servants of yours who will wear this habit

merit to be clothed with blessed immortality,

for you live and reign for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

The habit is sprinkled with holy water.

Conferral of the Habit

425. The superior at the established time gathers the community and after a brief exhortation to prepare those present for the rite of profession, gives the habit to each novice with these words:

Receive this religious habit,

and keep your heart faithful to the Lord

who has remembered you in the sight of all

by this sign of your consecration.

Or

Be renewed in the spirit of your mind

and be clothed anew recreated according to God

in justice and in the holiness of truth.

426. Clothed in the habit, the novices take part in the entrance procession of the Mass of profession.

2. INTRODUCTORY RITES
427. When the faithful and the religious community have gathered, and everything required has been prepared, the procession moves toward the altar while the choir and the assembly sing the entrance song. The procession takes place in the usual way. It is fitting that the candidates along with their director and the superior take part in it. When they reach the sanctuary, all make the proper reverence to the altar and take their assigned places. The Mass proceeds in the normal way.

3. LITURGY OF THE WORD

428. The liturgy of the word takes place as usual, except for the following.

a) The readings may be taken from the Mass of the day or from the texts given;

b) the profession of faith may be omitted, even if prescribed by the rubrics of the day.

4. RELIGIOUS PROFESSION
Calling or Request

429. After the gospel or profession of faith the presider and the people sit, but those to be professed stand. Then, if circumstances deem it advisable, the deacon or the novice master calls by name each of those to be professed, and each one answers:

Present.


430. The presider then questions them in these or similar words:
+ My dear daughters,

what do you ask of God and of his holy Church?

The novices respond together:

We ask for the Lord's merciful love

and for the grace to follow him 

in the Order of Saint Augustine

(in the Augustinian Congregation of N.).

The assembly responds:

Thanks be to God.
431. The questioning may be done in this way: the novices together or, one, in the name of all, say to the superior these words:

With the help of God,

we N. and N (each says her own name). 

have studied the Rule of Saint Augustine

and have lived among you as your sisters during this time of novitiate.

We now ask to be allowed to dedicate ourselves to God and his kingdom

by making our religious profession in the Order of Saint Augustine.

The superior responds with these words:

May the Lord grant you all you desire

and give you the grace to persevere to the end.

R. Amen.

Homily
432. The novices now sit, and the homily is given.

Questioning


433. After the homily, those to be professed stand, and the presider questions 



them on their readiness to dedicate themselves to God and to seek perfect charity, 


according to the Rule and Constitutions of the Order (or of the Congregation).

The questions given here may be changed or in part omitted.

Presider:

+ My dear daughters,

you have already been consecrated to God through baptism.

Do you now wish to be more closely united with him 

by the new bond of religious profession?

Candidates:

Yes, I do.

Presider:

Do you wish to live in chastity for the sake of the kingdom of heaven,

to embrace voluntary poverty,

to offer God the gift of your obedience,

so as to follow Christ along the way of evangelical perfection?

Candidates:

Yes, I do.

Presider:

My dear sisters,

do you wish to live united in the same house,

dedicated to the common task of searching for God,

having one mind and one heart? 

Candidates:

Yes, I do.


Presider:

May almighty God grant you this by his grace.

R. Amen.

Or

Walk in the footsteps of Christ the man

and you will come to God. 

Prayer

434. The presider then invites those present to invoke God's assistance with one of the following prayers:

+ Let us pray.

Lord,

look upon these daughters of yours 

who are resolved to dedicate their lives to you 

by making profession of the evangelical counsels 

in the presence of your Church today. 

Mercifully grant that their manner of life 

may bring glory to your name 

and further your loving plan of redemption.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

435. Or

+ Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal God,

enkindle with the love of the Holy Spirit

these sisters of ours who wish to place themselves

at your service as followers of our holy father Augustine

through the vows of chastity, poverty, and obedience

which they now wish to profess with your inspiration.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Profession


436. After the prayer, the presider and those present sit. Those to be professed come, one by one, to the superior who holds the Rule of Saint Augustine and the Constitutions, opened, in her hands. Then they kneel, place their right hand on the Rule, and make their profession according to the following formula, which they have previously written out in their own hand.

In the name of the Most Holy Trinity,

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

I, Sister N., 

wish to imitate Christ more closely

and to give a fuller expression to my baptismal consecration

and to dedicate myself wholly to God and to the Church

and to help in its sanctifying mission

according to the spirit of our holy father Augustine.

Trusting in the grace of the Holy Spirit

and the protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary,

I consecrate myself to God 

by the vows of chastity, poverty, and obedience, for one year,

made in your hands, Mother N.,

superior of this Monastery of N.,

(Superior General of the Congregation N.),

and before all the sisters and the people assembled here.

I promise to live in perfect common life together with my sisters,

so as to search for God and serve the Church,

according to this Rule of our holy father Augustine

and the Constitutions of our Order

(or of our Congregation).

Amen.

437. The superior accepts the profession with these words:

Dear sister,

I, Sister N.,

accept your profession in the name of the Church

and receive you as a daughter of our Monastery of N.

(or in our Augustinian Congregation of N.).

Conferral of the Veil
438. After the profession the presider, assisted by the superior, covers the head of each of the newly professed with the veil, saying:

+ Receive this holy veil,

a sign of your complete surrender to Christ the Lord

and of the gift of yourself to the service of the Church.

The newly professed reply: Amen.

Conferral of the Book of the Liturgy of the Hours

439. The newly professed stand and approach the presider who gives them the book of the Liturgy of the Hours, saying:

+ Receive this book of the Liturgy of the Hours

so that faithful to your contemplative vocation

(for the sisters of apostolic life: faithful to your consecration),

as the voice of the Church,

you may be able to celebrate uninterruptedly

the praise and glory of God

and plead for the salvation of the world.

The newly professed reply: Amen.

Conferral of the Rule and the Constitutions
440. Then the presider gives each the book of the Rule and the Constitutions, saying:

+ Receive the Rule and the Constitutions of our Augustinian Family

(or for the congregations of apostolic life

the Rule of Saint Augustine and the Constitutions of the Augustinian N.).

May the Lord grant you the grace

to observe all these precepts with love

as lovers of spiritual beauty

radiating by your good life the sweet odor of Christ.

The newly professed respond: Amen.

441. Afterward, the religious community, following the tradition of the Augustinian Family, exchanges the sign of peace with the newly professed, while the hymn Magne Pater Augustine or another appropriate hymn is sung.

General Intercessions

442. The rite of profession ends with the general intercessions. Besides the following, other intentions may be prepared.

+ Today our Augustinian Family rejoices.

United in prayer let us call upon God our Father,

from whom comes the gift of every vocation.
 
1. For the holy Church of God,

that adorned by the virtues of her children

she may become the ever more radiant bride of Christ, her Lord:

let us pray to the Lord.

2. For the peace and salvation of the world,

that all religious may be messengers and servants

of the peace of Christ:

let us pray to the Lord.


3. For all those consecrated to God


that they may present to him as a spiritual offering


the song of their lips and hearts,


the work of their hands and minds,


the joys and sufferings of this present life:


let us pray to the Lord.


4. For all the brothers and sisters of our Augustinian Family,


that they may be authentic witnesses of community


like the first disciples of Jesus


who were one in mind and heart:


let us pray to the Lord.


5. For these sisters of ours N.N.,


who today have been consecrated to Christ the Lord,


that like the wise bridesmaids they may keep ever alight


the lamp of love and fidelity:


let us pray to the Lord.


6. For all of us here present,


that at the invitation of the divine Master


we may bear the authentic fruits of holiness:


let us pray to the Lord.

The presider concludes with the following prayer:

+ Let us pray.

All-powerful God,

you have given us Jesus Christ

as the teacher of humility;

grant to these your daughters consecrated to you

a deep humility

so that sustained by your love

they may live for the rest of their lives

what today they promise to you.

We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord.

R. Amen.

5. LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
444. While the hymn for the presentation of the gifts is being sung, some of the newly professed religious may bring the bread, wine, and water to the altar for the eucharistic sacrifice.


445. If it seems opportune, the presider gives the sign of peace to each of the newly


professed religious in the usual way.

446. Holy communion may be given under both species to all who are present at the celebration.
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447. It is fitting that the rite of profession should take place on a Sunday or a solemnity or feast of the Lord, of the Blessed Virgin Mary, or of saints, especially those of our Order.

448. The rite of solemn profession takes place separately from other rites of profession.

449. Notice of the day and hour should be given to the faithful in good time so that they may attend in greater numbers.


450. The Mass is that of the liturgy of the day, or the ritual Mass for the day of solemn profession may be used, in accordance with the rubrics.


451. Profession usually takes place in a church of the Order.


452. As the nature of the rite demands, the whole liturgical service should be celebrated with fitting solemnity, but any appearance of lavishness unbecoming to religious poverty should be avoided.

453. The profession ordinarily takes place at the chair. To enable a fuller participation of the faithful, the presider's chair may be placed in front of the altar.

       In an appropriate place in the sanctuary there should be a chair for the superior who will receive the profession of the sisters. Seats should be so arranged in the sanctuary for those making profession that the faithful may have an unimpeded view of the liturgical rites.

454. In addition to what is needed for Mass, there should also be prepared:


a) The ritual for religious profession;


b) the ring and other symbols in accordance with the customs of our Order.

1. INTRODUCTORY RITES
455. Those to be professed may fittingly join in the procession, accompanied by the director of students and the superior. When they come to the sanctuary, all make the customary reverence to the altar and go to their places; then Mass continues.

2. LITURGY OF THE WORD

456. The liturgy of the word takes place as usual, except for the following:

a) The readings may be taken from the Mass of the day or from the proposed texts.

b) The profession of faith may be omitted, even if prescribed by the rubrics of the 


   day.

c) The general intercessions are omitted.

3. RELIGIOUS PROFESSION
Calling or Request
457. After the gospel the presider and the people sit, but those to be professed stand. Then the deacon or the director calls by name each of those to be professed, and each one answers.

Present.


458. The presider then questions them in these or similar words:

+ My dear daughters,

what do you ask of God and of his holy Church?

The candidates reply together:

We ask to follow Christ, our spouse,

in the Order of Saint Augustine

and to persevere in our commitment

all the days of our lives.

All reply:

Thanks be to God.

Homily

459. The candidates sit, and the homily takes place.


Questioning

460. After the homily, those to be professed stand, the presider questions them on their readiness to dedicate themselves to God.

Presider:

+ Dear daughters,

in baptism you have already died to sin

and have been consecrated to God’s service.

Are you now resolved to unite yourself more closely to God

by the bond of solemn profession?

Candidates:

I am.

Presider:

Are you resolved,

with the help of God,

to embrace for ever that life of perfect chastity, poverty, and obedience

chosen by Christ our Lord?

Candidates:

I am.

Presider:

Are you resolved to commit yourself fully

to following the gospel

and observing the Rule of our holy father Augustine

in order to come

to the perfect love of God and neighbor?

Candidates:

I am.

Presider:

You have come here because it is your desire

to deepen your knowledge of the mysteries of the kingdom,

to search for and to contemplate wisdom.

Are you resolved to consecrate yourselves completely to God

by a life of continuous prayer,

of joyful penance,

of silence and of a daily life of humble work and service?

Candidates:

I am.

Presider:

Are you resolved to become one with us through the bonds of love

and join with those

who “one in mind and heart intent upon God”

strive to give credible witness in the Church

to the admonition “how good and how pleasant it is

when sisters live in unity”? 

Candidates:

I am.

461. Then the presider confirms the intention of those to be professed in these or similar words:


+ May God who began the good work in you

bring it to completion by the day of Christ Jesus.

R. Amen.

Or

+ Walk in the footsteps of Christ the man

and you will come to God. 

R. Amen.

Litany


462. All then rise. The presider stands.  With hands joined, facing the people, he says:

+ Dear friends in Christ,

let us pray to God our Father

from whom all good things come

that the sacred commitment of these our daughters

may be sealed by the One

who was first to inspire them.

463. Within the Easter Season or on a Sunday the presider and people stand. Those to be professed prostrate themselves, according to the custom of the Augustinian Family, or they kneel.

464. Outside the Easter Season and Sundays the deacon says:

Let us kneel.

The presider kneels facing the people. The people also kneel. Those to be professed prostrate themselves.


465. Then the cantors sing the litany for the rite of religious profession while all 


present respond. At the appropriate place the names of other saints venerated by the


faithful may be inserted. Other petitions may be added to suit the occasion.

     Two forms of the litany are given.

466. First Form of the Litany

Lord, have mercy
Lord, have mercy

Christ, have mercy
Christ, have mercy

Lord, have mercy
Lord, have mercy

Holy Mary, Mother of God

pray for us 

Saint Michael



pray for us 

Holy angels of God


pray for us 

Saint John the Baptist


pray for us 

Saint Joseph



pray for us 

Saint Peter and Saint Paul

pray for us 

Saint John



pray for us 

Saint Mary Magdalene

pray for us 

Saint Stephen and Saint Lawrence
pray for us 

Saint Agnes



pray for us 

Saint Basil



pray for us 

Holy Father Augustine

pray for us

Saint Monica



pray for us

Saint Alypius and Saint Possidius
pray for us 

Saint Benedict



pray for us 

Saint Bernard



pray for us 

Saint Francis and Saint Dominic
pray for us

Saint Nicholas of Tolentino

pray for us

Saint Clare of Montefalco

pray for us

Saint Rita of Cascia


pray for us

Saint Catherine of Siena

pray for us

Saint John of Sahagún

pray for us

Saint Thomas of Villanova

pray for us

Saint John Stone


pray for us

Saint Magdalene of Nagasaki

pray for us 

Saint Ezekiel Moreno


pray for us

Saint Alonso de Orozco

pray for us

Saint Ignatius of Loyola

pray for us 

Saint Teresa of Jesus


pray for us 

Saint Vincent de Paul


pray for us 

Saint John Bosco


pray for us 

All holy men and women

pray for us 

Lord, be merciful


Lord, save your people


From all evil



Lord, save your people 

From every sin


Lord, save your people 

From everlasting death

Lord, save your people 

By your coming as man

Lord, save your people 

By your death and rising to new life
Lord, save your people 

By your gift of the Holy Spirit
Lord, save your people 

Be merciful to us sinners

Lord, hear our prayer


a) By the self-offering of your servants


and their apostolic work,

make the life of your Church

ever more fruitful.


Lord, hear our prayer

Or


Give in ever greater abundance


the gifts of the Holy Spirit 


to your servant, Pope N., 


and to all his brother bishops.
Lord, hear our prayer



b) Enlighten and direct

the life and labor of all religious

so as to promote the welfare of all people.
Lord, hear our prayer 


Or


Lead all men and women


to the fullness of the Christian life.
Lord, hear our prayer


c) Help the members of the Augustinian Family


to search for you and to proclaim you


by their life in common.

Lord, hear our prayer


Or


Grant that all religious communities 


may live in the love of Christ

following the example of their founders.
Lord, hear our prayer 


Or

Unite those

who profess the gospel counsels

more closely with the saving work of your Son. 
Lord, hear our prayer 


d) Reward with the fullness of your blessings 


the parents who have offered you their daughters. Lord, hear our prayer 


e) Make these servants of yours


more and more like Christ, 


the firstborn among many. 

Lord, hear our prayer 


Or


Give to these sisters of ours 


the strength to persevere.

Lord, hear our prayer 


Or


Bless these sisters of ours,

your servants,

make them holy,

and consecrate them to your service.
Lord, hear our prayer 

Jesus, Son of the living God


Lord, hear our prayer 

Christ, hear us



Christ, hear us 

Lord Jesus, hear our prayer


Lord Jesus, hear our prayer

467. If the assembly is kneeling, only the presider gets up and, with arms extended, prays:

+ O God,

through the Holy Spirit

you pour out your grace

on whomever you will.

Give to these daughters of yours an ardent piety.

Grant that they be fervent in maintaining their sacred commitment.

In times of trial and suffering

may they be supported by your consoling presence

and remain faithful.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Then, if the people are kneeling, the deacon says;

Let us rise.

468. Second Form of the Litany

Lord, have mercy



Lord, have mercy

Christ, have mercy



Christ, have mercy

Lord, have mercy



Lord, have mercy

Father, source of life



have mercy on us

Son, made flesh for our sake


have mercy on us

Holy Spirit, fire of love


have mercy on us

Holy Trinity, living in our hearts

have mercy on us

Mary, Mother of God






pray for us

Angels, servants of God





pray for us

Gabriel, herald of the incarnation




pray for us

Joseph, husband of Mary





pray for us

Elizabeth, visited by the Virgin Mother



pray for us

John, the voice that cries out in the desert



pray for us

Peter, rock of the Church





pray for us

Paul, apostle of the Gentiles





pray for us

John, the Lord’s chosen one





pray for us

Luke, the evangelist of mercy




pray for us

All you apostles, faithful ministers of the gospel


pray for us

Mary Magdalene, first witness of the Risen One


pray for us

Stephen, a deacon perfected in martyrdom



pray for us

Lawrence, a martyr for love of the poor



pray for us

Ignatius, grain of Christ





pray for us

Agnes, the humble, martyred lamb




pray for us

Monica, made strong in her tears




pray for us

Augustine, a singer of God’s grace




pray for us

Basil, teacher of monastic life




pray for us

Benedict, teacher in the Spirit




pray for us

Bernard, singer of Mary





pray for us

Francis, the joyful poor one of Christ



pray for us

Dominic, preacher of truth





pray for us

Anthony, voice of charity





pray for us

Clare of Montefalco, lover of the cross



pray for us



Rita of Cascia, mediator of peace




pray for us

Catherine of Siena, on fire with love for the Church

pray for us

Magdalene of Nagasaki, model of Christian witness

pray for us

Teresa, strong in love






pray for us

Alypius and Possidius, lovers of common life


pray for us

Nicholas of Tolentine, patient in love



pray for us

Thomas of Villanova, sower of divine wisdom


pray for us

John of Sahagún, servant of the poor  and justice


pray for us

John Stone, martyr for the unity of the Church


pray for us

Ezekiel Moreno, filled with missionary zeal



pray for us

Alonso de Orozco, preacher of your word



pray for us

All you holy men and women, who share in the glory of God
pray for us

Lord, be merciful



Lord, save your people.

From every evil, and from every sin

Lord, save your people.

From everlasting death


Lord, save your people.

Through your incarnation


Lord, save your people.

Through your death and resurrection
Lord, save your people.

Through the gift of the Holy Spirit

Lord, save your people.

Be merciful to us sinners


This we ask you, hear our prayer.

That you may give to your holy Church

an ever more fruitful life

through the offering and the prayer 

of your daughters



This we ask you, hear our prayer. 

That you may increase the gifts 

of the Holy Spirit

in your servant, Pope N.,

and in the entire college of bishops
          This we ask you, hear our prayer. 

That you may help the Augustinian

Family to seek you and to proclaim you

in perfect common life


This we ask you, hear our prayer.

That you may give the fullness of

your blessings to the parents (families)

who have given their daughters to you
This we ask you, hear our prayer.

That you may render these daughters of yours


more and more like Christ, 

the firstborn among many 


This we ask you, hear our prayer.

469. If the assembly is kneeling, only the presider gets up and, with arms extended, prays:

+ O God,

through the Holy Spirit

you pour out your grace

on whomever you will.

Give to these daughters of yours an ardent piety.

Grant that they be fervent in maintaining their holy purpose.

In times of trial and suffering

may they be supported by your consoling presence

and remain faithful.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Then, if the people are kneeling, the deacon says;

Let us rise.

Profession


470. After the litany, the presider, superior, and those present sit. Two professed sisters approach the chair of the superior, and, standing there, act as witnesses. Those to be professed come, one by one to the superior who holds, opened in her hands, the book containing the Rule of Saint Augustine and the Constitutions. Kneeling and placing their right hand on the Rule, they make their profession, reading the following formula which they have previously written out in their own hand.

In the name of the Most Holy Trinity,

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

I, Sister N., 

wish to imitate Christ more closely

and to give a fuller expression to my baptismal consecration

and to dedicate myself wholly to God and to the Church

and to help in its sanctifying mission

according to the spirit of our holy father Augustine.

Trusting in the grace of the Holy Spirit

and the protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary,

I consecrate myself to God for my whole life

by the solemn vows of chastity, poverty, and obedience,

made in your hands, Mother N.,

superior of this Monastery of N.,

and before all the sisters and the people assembled here.

I promise to live in perfect common life together with my sisters,

so as to search for God and serve the Church,

according to this Rule of our holy father Augustine

and the Constitutions of our Order

Amen.

471. It is fitting that the newly professed then come to the altar and place on it the page with the formula of profession, and, if possible, sign the document there before returning to her place.

472. When this has been completed, the newly professed, standing, may sing an antiphon or other song which expresses the meaning of their consecration and their joy, for example the following antiphon:

Uphold me according to your promise, that I may live.

Let me not be put to shame in my hope (Ps 119:116).

Or this prayer of our holy Father Augustine:

You alone do I love, you alone I follow,

you alone I seek.

I am prepared to serve only you,

because you alone govern justly,

and I wish to be under your rule.

I ask only that in your great mercy

you convert me wholly to yourself

and allow nothing to prevent me from coming to you.

Grant that while I live,

I may be temperate, strong, just, and prudent,

in love with your wisdom

and capable of understanding it,

worthy of your blessed kingdom,

and one day a dweller in that kingdom.(150)

Amen. Amen.

Solemn Blessing or Consecration
473. Then the newly professed kneel; each one may hold a candle, lit from the paschal candle. The presider, with hands extended over them, says one of the following prayers of blessing. The words in brackets may, depending on circumstances, be omitted.

474. First Prayer

Father in heaven,

our desire to serve you is itself your gift

and our perseverance needs your guiding hand.

How right it is that we should sing your praise.

With boundless love

you created the human family

through your Word, in the Holy Spirit,

and lifted it up into communion with yourself;

you make the human family your bride

radiant with your own likeness,

adorned with the gifts of everlasting life.

When your bride, deceived by the evil one,

broke faith with you,

you did not abandon her.

With everlasting love you renewed with your servant Noah

the covenant you made with Adam.

Then you chose Abraham, the man of faith,

to be the father of a people

more numerous than the stars of heaven.

By the hand of Moses

you sealed a covenant with them in the tables of the law.

Throughout the ages

there arose from this favored people

holy women renowned for devotion and courage,

justice, and faith.

In the fullness of time

you raised up the Holy Virgin from the stock of Jesse.

The Holy Spirit was to come upon her,

and your power was to overshadow her,

making her the immaculate Mother of the world’s Redeemer.

He became poor, humble, and obedient,

the source and pattern of all holiness.

He formed the Church into his bride,

loving it with love so great

that he gave himself up for it

and sanctified it in his blood.

Father, in your loving wisdom

you have singled out many of your daughters

to be disciples espoused to Christ

and to receive the honor of his love.

Holy Church shines with their rich variety,

a bride adorned with jewels,

a queen robed in grace,

a mother rejoicing in her children.

Father, we earnestly pray you:

send the fire of the Holy Spirit

into the hearts of your daughters

to keep alive within them

the holy desire he has given them.

Lord, may the glory of baptism and holiness of life

shine in their hearts.

Strengthened by the vows of their consecration,

may they be always one with you

in loving fidelity to Christ, their only Bridegroom.

May they cherish the Church as their mother

and love the whole world as God’s creation,

teaching all people to look forward in joy and hope

to the good things of heaven.

Lord, holy Father,

guide the steps of your servants

and guard them on their pilgrimage through life.

When they come at last to the throne of Christ the King,

may they not fear him as their judge,

but hear the voice of their Bridegroom

lovingly inviting them to the wedding feast of heaven.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.
475. Second Prayer

Father in heaven,

our desire to serve you is itself your gift

and our perseverance needs your guiding hand.

How right it is that we should sing your praise.

With boundless love

you created the human family

through your Word, in the Holy Spirit,

and lifted it up into communion with yourself;

you make the human family your bride

radiant with your own likeness,

adorned with the gifts of everlasting life.

When your bride, deceived by the evil one,

broke faith with you,

you did not abandon her.

With everlasting love you renewed with your servant Noah

the covenant you made with Adam.

In the fullness of time

you raised up the Holy Virgin from the stock of Jesse.

The Holy Spirit was to come upon her,

and your power was to overshadow her,

making her the immaculate Mother of the world’s Redeemer.

He became poor, humble, and obedient,

the source and pattern of all holiness.

He formed the Church into his bride,

loving it with love so great

that he gave himself up for it

and sanctified it in his blood.

Father, in your loving wisdom

you have singled out many of your daughters

to be disciples espoused to Christ

and to receive the honor of his love.

Father, we earnestly pray you:

send the fire of the Holy Spirit

into the hearts of your daughters

to keep alive within them

the holy desire he has given them.

Lord, may the glory of baptism and holiness of life

shine in their hearts.

Strengthened by the vows of their consecration,

may they be always one with you

in loving fidelity to Christ, their only Bridegroom.

May they cherish the Church as their mother

and love the whole world as God’s creation,

teaching all people to look forward in joy and hope

to the good things of heaven.

Lord, holy Father,

guide the steps of your servants

and guard them on their pilgrimage through life.

When they come at last to the throne of Christ the King,

may they not fear him as their judge,

but hear the voice of their Bridegroom

lovingly inviting them to the wedding feast of heaven.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

476. Third Prayer

Lord God, creator of the world and Father of humankind,

we honor you with praise and thanksgiving,

for you chose a people from the stock of Abraham

and consecrated them to yourself,

calling them by your name.

While they wandered in the wilderness

your word gave them comfort

and your right hand protection.

When they were poor and despised,

you united them to yourself in a covenant of love.

When they strayed from your friendship

your mercy led them back to the right way.

When they sought you,

your fatherly care looked after them

until they came to dwell in the land of freedom.

But above all, Father, we thank you

for revealing the knowledge of your truth

through Jesus Christ, your Son, our brother.

Born of the Blessed Virgin,

by dying he ransomed your people from sin,

and by rising again he showed them the glory

that would one day be their own.

When he took his place at your right hand,

he sent the Holy Spirit to call countless disciples

to follow the evangelical counsels

and consecrate their lives to the glory of your name

and the salvation of all.

Today it is right

that your house should echo with a new song of thanksgiving

for these sisters of ours

who have listened to your voice

and made themselves over to your holy service.

Lord,

send the gift of your Holy Spirit upon your servants

who have left all things for your sake.

Father, may their lives reveal the face of Christ your Son,

so that all who see them may come to know

that he is always present in your Church.

We pray that in the freedom of their hearts

they may free from care the hearts of others;

in helping the afflicted, may they bring comfort to Christ

suffering in his brothers and sisters;

may they look upon the world

and see it ruled by your loving wisdom.

May the gift they make of themselves

hasten the coming of your kingdom,

and make them one at last with your saints in heaven.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.


Conferral of the Ring

477. After the solemn blessing the presider and faithful sit. After each of the newly professed has put aside her candle, each come before the presider to receive the ring.


478. If the rings are to be blessed, the following formula is used: 



+ Let us pray.


O God,


you created and preserved the human family


and gave grace and salvation to humankind.


Bestow your blessing + on these rings.


May those who wear them, strengthened by your grace,


remain faithful to you and loyal to their vocation.


As spouses of Christ,


may they guard carefully their promise of virginity


and persevere in chastity.


We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.


R. Amen.


479. The presider gives a ring to each, using the following or similar words:


Spouse of the eternal King,


receive this wedding ring


and guard with care your faithfulness to your Spouse,


that he may receive you into the eternal joy of heaven.


The newly professed replies: Amen and returns to her place.

Aggregation to the Order

480. After the giving of the rings, the superior confirms the definitive aggregation to our Order with the following words:

Dearest Daughters,

I accept your profession

and receive you as members of our Monastery of N.

Remain with us, share our common life

and together we shall await the mercy of the Lord.

God will be our common and superabundant good.

R. Amen.

Embrace of Welcome

481. Afterward, the sisters, following the custom of the Augustinian Family, exchange the sign of peace with the newly professed. Meanwhile the hymn Magne Pater Augustine or another appropriate hymn is sung.

482. When these rites have ended, the newly professed return to their places, and Mass continues with the hymn for the presentation of the gifts..

4. LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
483. During the song for the presentation of the gifts, some of the newly professed may bring to the altar the bread, wine, and water for the eucharistic sacrifice.

484. In the Eucharistic Prayers mention may be made of the newly professed as indicated below.


485. Preface

Virginity for the kingdom of heaven.


V. The Lord be with you.


R. And also with you.


V. Lift up your hearts.


R. We lift them up to the Lord.


V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.


R. It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is truly right and just, 

our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Born without sin, the son of the Virgin Mother, 

he called those blessed who were pure of heart

and taught by his way of life the excellence of chastity.

He chose to do always what is pleasing to you, 

and for our sake became obedient even unto death, 

offering himself to you as a perfect sacrifice.

He consecrated more closely to your service

those who leave all things for your sake, 

and promised them a treasure in heaven.

And so we join the throng o saints and angels

as they sing the unending hymn of your praise.


Holy …

486. In Eucharistic Prayer I, the special form of Father, accept this offering is said:

Lord, accept from your whole family 

and from these, your servants, 

this offering which we make to you on the day of their consecration

Today, by your grace,

they have joined themselves more closely to your Son;

may they hasten joyfully to meet him

when he comes in glory at the end of time.

487. In the intercessions of Eucharistic Prayer II there is added:

Remember also, Lord, these, our sisters, 

whom you have consecrated today

with a spiritual anointing

With lamps of faith and charity alight, 

may they serve you and your people faithfully,

as they await the return of Christ, the Bridegroom..

488. In the intercessions of Eucharistic Prayer III there is added:

Strengthen also these your servants in their holy purpose, 

for they have dedicated themselves 

by the bonds of religious consecration to serve you always. 

Grant that they may give witness in your Church

to the new and eternal life won by Christ's redemption.

488. The intercessions of Eucharistic Prayer IV there is added:

Lord, remember those for whom we make this offering:

your servant Pope., our Bishop N., and all bishops,

the priests, deacons, and other ministers of your Church;

remember these, our sisters, 

whom you have consecrated this day

to divine worship

and the lifelong service of others;

remember those who take part in this offering, 

those here present, all your people, 

and all who seek you with a sincere heart.

489. The newly professed and all present at the celebration may receive communion under both kinds.

5. AFFILIATION OF PARENTS TO THE ORDER
490. After the prayer after communion, if considered appropriate, the newly professed with their parents stand around the altar; the presider will give the parents the scroll of affiliation to the Order.


The presider should say a few words of gratitude to the parents and explain the meaning of affiliation to the Order. He then reads the document and hands it to the parents:

N., Prior General of the Order of Saint Augustine, sends greetings to Mr. and Mrs. N., beloved in Christ.

It is proper to show our gratitude to those to whom the Augustinian Family is particularly indebted and who are joined to it in special friendship. Your generosity in giving to the Lord your daughter, N. in the Augustinian Family in the Monastery of N., deserves our special thanks. For this reason, in virtue of the faculty given me by the Apostolic See and the Constitutions of the order, by this present decree I affiliate you to the Augustinian Order.

By this affiliation you become sharers in the spiritual benefits which flow from the Masses, prayers, sacrifices, and good works of the brothers and sisters of the Order in every part of the world. From now on we regard you as part of our family in the same way as those who are such through their profession of religious vows.

6. CONCLUDING RITE
491. When the prayer after communion is ended, the newly professed come before the altar. The presider, with his arms extended over the people, gives the blessing, using one of the following formulas:

+ May God, who inspires every holy resolve, 

confirm your intention and strengthen your hearts

to accomplish faithfully all that you have promised

R. Amen

May God grant that in the joy of Christ

you may walk the narrow way you have chosen

and gladly bear one another’s burdens.

R Amen

May the love of God gather you into a single family

that will reflect to the world the image of Christ’s love.

R Amen

The presider concludes, using the following forms of blessing.
And may almighty God bless you and all here present, 

The Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen

Or.

And may the blessing of almighty God, 

the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit,

come upon you all and remain with you for ever.

492.

+ May God, who inspires every good resolve

and brings it to fulfillment, 

protect you always by his grace, 

that you may carry our faithfully

the duties of your calling.

R Amen

May God make you sign and witness of divine love

before all the world.

R Amen.

May God grant that the bonds 

which unite you to Christ here on earth

may endure for ever in heaven.

R. Amen.

The presider concludes, using one of the following forms of blessing.
And may almighty God bless you and all here present, 

the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

Or.

And may the blessing of almighty God, 

the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit, 

come upon you all and remain with you for ever.

R. Amen

Or.

+ May God who accomplishes every holy endeavor, 

fill you with heavenly grace,

that, by your actions and holiness of life, 

you may build up his people.

R. Amen.

May God make you a witness to divine love

and its living sign among all people.

R. Amen.

May God, who has called you to 

the perfect following of Christ, 

welcome you one day to the joy of heaven.

R.  Amen.


The presider concludes, using one of the following forms of blessing.
And may almighty God bless you and all here present, 

the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen

Or.

And may the blessing of almighty God, 

the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit, 

come upon you all and remain with you for ever.

R. Amen.

Chapter 18

PERPETUAL PROFESSION

OF

SISTERS OF APOSTOLIC LIFE 
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493. The rite of perpetual profession of Augustinian sisters of apostolic life occurs according to what is set forth for the solemn profession of nuns of contemplative life (numbers 447-492), except what follows:

494. It is fitting that the rite of profession should take place on a Sunday or a solemnity or feast of the Lord, of the Blessed Virgin Mary, or of saints, especially those of our Aaugustinian Family.

495. The rite of perpetual profession takes place separately from other rites of profession.

496. Notice of the day and hour should be given to the faithful in good time so that they may attend in greater numbers.


497. The Mass is that of the liturgy of the day, or the ritual Mass for the day of perpetual profession may be used, in accordance with the rubrics.


498. Profession usually takes place in a church of the Augustinian Family. For pastoral reasons, however, or in order to promote esteem for the religious life, to give edification to the people of God,  or to permit larger attendance, the rite may take place in another church.


499. As the nature of the rite demands, the whole liturgical service should be celebrated with fitting solemnity, but any appearance of lavishness unbecoming to religious poverty should be avoided.

500. The profession ordinarily takes place at the chair. To enable a fuller participation of the faithful, the presider's chair may be placed in front of the altar.

       In an appropriate place in the sanctuary there should be a chair for the superior who will receive the profession of the sisters. Seats should be so arranged in the sanctuary for those making profession that the faithful may have an unimpeded view of the liturgical rites.

501. In addition to what is needed for Mass, there should also be prepared:


a) The ritual for religious profession;


b) the ring and other symbols in accordance with the customs of each religious  family.

1. INTRODUCTORY RITES
502. Those to be professed may fittingly join in the procession, accompanied by the director of students and the superior. When they come to the sanctuary, all make the customary reverence to the altar and go to their places; then Mass continues.

2. LITURGY OF THE WORD

503. The liturgy of the word takes place as usual, except for the following:

a) The readings may be taken from the Mass of the day or from the proposed texts.

b) The profession of faith may be omitted, even if prescribed by the rubrics of the 


   day.

c) The general intercessions are omitted.

3. RELIGIOUS PROFESSION
Calling or Request
504. After the gospel or the profession of faith, the presider and the people sit, but those to be professed stand. Then the deacon or the director calls by name each of those to be professed, and each one answers:

Present.

or in similar words.


505. The presider then questions them:

+ My dear daughters,

what do you ask of God and of his holy Church?

The candidates reply together:

We ask to follow Christ, our spouse,

among the Augustinians of N.N.

and to persevere in our commitment

all the days of our lives.

All reply:

Thanks be to God.

Homily


506. The candidates sit and the homily takes place.


Questioning

507. After the homily, those to be professed stand, and the presider questions them on their readiness to dedicate themselves to God.

Presider:

+ Dear daughters,

in baptism you have already died to sin

and have been consecrated to God’s service.

Are you now resolved to unite yourself more closely to God

by the bond of perpetual profession?

Candidates:

I am.

Presider:

Are you resolved,

with the help of God,

to embrace for ever that life of perfect chastity, poverty, and obedience

chosen by Christ our Lord?

Candidates:

I am.

Presider:

Are you resolved to commit yourself fully

to following the gospel

and observing the Rule of our holy father Augustine

and the Constitutions of your Institute

in order to come to the perfect love of God and neighbor?

Candidates:

I am.

Presider:

Are you resoleve to become one with us through the bonds of love

and join with those who "one in mind and heart intent upon God"

strive to give credible witness in the Church to the admonition

"how good and how pleasant it is when sisters live in unity"?

Candidates:

I am.

508. Then the presider confirms the intention of those to be professed in these words:


+ May God who began the good work in you

bring it to completion by the day of Christ Jesus.

R. Amen.

Or

+ Walk in the footsteps of Christ the man

and you will come to God.

R. Amen.

Litany


509. All then rise. The presider stands. With hands joined, facing the people, he says:

+ Dear friends in Christ,

let us pray to God our Father

from whom all good things come

that the sacred commitment of these our daughters

may be sealed by the One who was first to inspire them.

510. Within the Easter Season or on a Sunday the presider and people stand. Those to be professed prostrate themselves, according to the custom of the Augustinian Family, or they kneel.

511. Outside the Easter Season and Sundays the deacon says: Let us kneel.

The presider kneels facing the people. The people also kneel. Those to be professed prostrate themselves.

512. Then the cantors sing the litany for the rite of religious profession while all present respond. At the appropriate place the names of other saints venerated by the faithful  may be inserted; other petitions may be added to suit the occasion.

513. One of the forms of the litany, given in numbers 466-469, is selected.

Profession


514. After the litany, the presider, superior, and those present sit. Two professed sisters approach the chair of the superior, and, standing there, act as witnesses. Those to be professed come, one by one to the superior who holds, opened in her hands, the book containing the Rule of Saint Augustine and the Constitutions of the Institute. Kneeling and placing their right hand on the Rule, they make their profession, reading the following formula approved for each Institute, which they have previously written out in their own hand.

515. It is fitting that the newly professed then come to the altar and place on it the page with the formula of profession, and, if possible, sign the document there before returning to her place.

516. When this has been completed, the newly professed, standing, may sing an antiphon or other song which expresses the meaning of their consecration and their joy, for example the following antiphon:

Uphold me according to your promise, that I may live.

Let me not be put to shame in my hope (Ps 119:116).

517. Or this prayer of our holy Father Augustine:

You alone do I love, you alone I follow,

you alone I seek.

I am prepared to serve only you,

because you alone govern justly,

and I wish to be under your rule.

I ask only that in your great mercy

you convert me wholly to yourself

and allow nothing to prevent me from coming to you.

Grant that while I live,

I may be temperate, strong, just, and prudent,

in love with your wisdom

and capable of understanding it,

worthy of your blessed kingdom,

and one day a dweller in that kingdom.(151)

Amen.

Solemn Blessing or Consecration
518. Then the newly professed kneel; each one may hold a candle, lit from the paschal candle. The presider, with hands extended over them, says one of the prayers of blessing given in numbers 471-473.


Conferral of the Ring

519. After the solemn blessing the presider and faithful sit. After each of the newly professed have put aside her candle, each come before the presider to receive the ring.


520. If the rings are to be blessed, the following formula is used: 



+ Let us pray.


O God,


you created and preserved the human family


and gave grace and salvation to humankind.


Bestow your blessing + on these rings.


May those who wear them, strengthened by your grace,


remain faithful to you and loyal to their vocation.


As spouses of Christ,


may they guard carefully their promise of virginity


and persevere in chastity.


We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.


R. Amen.


521. The presider gives a ring to each, using the following or similar words:


Spouse of the eternal King,


receive this wedding ring


and guard with care your faithfulness to your Spouse,


that he may receive you into the eternal joy of heaven.


The newly professed replies: Amen and returns to her place.

Aggregation to the Institute

522. After the giving of the rings, the superior confirms the definitive aggregation to the Institute with the following words:

Dearest Daughters,

I accept your profession

and receive you as daughters of the Congregation of N.

Remain with us, share our common life

and together we shall await the mercy of the Lord.

God will be our common and superabundant good.

R. Amen.

Embrace of Welcome

523. Afterward, the sisters, following the custom of the Augustinian Family, exchange the sign of peace with the newly professed. Meanwhile the hymn Magne Pater Augustine or another appropriate hymn is sung.

524. When these rites have ended, the newly professed return to their places, and Mass continues with the hymn for the presentation of the gifts..

4. LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
525. During the song for the presentation of the gifts, some of the newly professed may bring to the altar the bread, wine, and water for the eucharistic sacrifice.

526. In the Eucharistic Prayers mention may be made of the newly professed with the formulas indicated at numbers 485-488.

527. The newly professed and all present at the celebration may receive communion  under both kinds.

5. AFFILIATION OF PARENTS TO THE ORDER
528. After the prayer after communion, if considered appropriate, the newly professed with their parents stand around the altar; the presider will give the parents the scroll of affiliation to the Order.


The presider should say a few words of gratitude to the parents and explain the meaning of affiliation to the Order. He then reads the document and hands it to the parents:

N., Prior General of the Order of Saint Augustine, sends greetings to Mr. and Mrs. N., beloved in Christ.

It is proper to show our gratitude to those to whom the Augustinian Family is particularly indebted and who are joined to it in special friendship. Your generosity in giving to the Lord your daughter, N. in the Augustinian Family in the Congregation of N., deserves our special thanks. For this reason, in virtue of the faculty given me by the Apostolic See and the Constitutions of the order, by this present decree I affiliate you to the Augustinian Order.

By this affiliation you become sharers in the spiritual benefits which flow from the Masses, prayers, sacrifices, and good works of the brothers and sisters of the Order in every part of the world. From now on we regard you as part of our family in the same way as those who are such through their profession of religious vows.

6. CONCLUDING RITE
529. When the prayer after communion is ended, the newly professed come before the altar. The presider, with his arms extended over the people, gives the blessing, using one of the formulas given in numbers 491-492.

Chapter 19

RENEWAL OF VOWS
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1. RITE OF RENEWAL OF VOWS DURING MASS

530. The renewal of vows may take place during Mass.


531. The rite for the renewal of vows should be conducted with the greatest simplicity. 


532. Either the Mass corresponding to the liturgy of the day or the ritual Mass for the day of 
the renewal of vows is used, in accordance with the rubrics.

533. The renewal of vows takes place at the chair of the presider. In an appropriate place in the sanctuary there should be prepared a chair for the superior who will receive the profession of the sisters 

Liturgy of the Word


534.
In the liturgy of the word, all takes place as usual except for the following:

  a) The readings may be taken from the Mass of the day or from the proposed texts;

b) after the gospel a homily is given in which reference is made to the readings from         scripture emphasizing the meaning and the value of religious life. 

Prayer 


535. After the homily the presider invites all to pray for God's help, saying:
+ Let us pray to God 

for these daughters of ours,

who renew their vows

in the presence of the Church

that they may be given perseverance in their commitment.

All pray for a time in silence. Then the presider says:

+ Lord,

look kindly on these daughters of yours

whom in your providence you have called  

to follow more closely Christ the Lord.

May they continue with the same generous enthusiasm and unselfishness

with which they began.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Renewal of Profession
536. After the prayer, two professed sisters approach the chair of the superior, and, standing there, act as witnesses. Those who are to renew their profession come forward.  One by one, before the superior they read the formula of profession of vows.

In the name of the Most Holy Trinity,

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

I, Sister N., 

wish to imitate Christ more closely

and to give a fuller expression to my baptismal consecration

and to dedicate myself wholly to God and to the Church

and to help in its sanctifying mission

according to the spirit of our holy father Augustine.

Trusting in the grace of the Holy Spirit

and the protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary,

I renew my consecration to God 

by the temporary vows of chastity, poverty, and obedience,

made in your hands, Mother N.,

superior of this Monastery of N.,

(or Superior General of the Congregation N.),

and before all the sisters and the people assembled here.

I promise to live in perfect common life together with my sisters,

so as to search for God and serve the Church,

according to this Rule of our holy father Augustine

and the Constitutions of our Order

(or of our Congregation). Amen.

The superior accepts the renewal of profession with these words:

+ Dear sister,

I accept the renewal of your profession

in the name of the Church

and I receive you as a daughter of our Monastery of N.

(or in our Augustinian Congregation N.)

General Intercessions

537. The renewal of vows concludes with the general intercessions. The presider introduces it in these or similar words:

+ Dear friends,

let us pray to God our Father for the Church,

for the peace and salvation of the world,

for our Augustinian Family,

and especially for our sisters

who have renewed their vows today.

Or

+ Dear sisters and brothers,

we pray to God our Father

for the Church,

for the peace and salvation of the world,

for the Augustinian Family,

and for these sisters

who today have renewed their vows.

538. Intentions may be selected from among the following, or new ones prepared for the occasion.

 
1. For the holy Church of God,

    that adorned by the virtues of her children

    she may become the ever more radiant bride of Christ, her Lord:

    let us pray to the Lord.

2. For our holy father the Pope and the other bishops,

  for all superiors of our Augustinian Family,

  that, faithful to the pastoral ministry,

  they may lead their people to God by word and example:

  let us pray to the Lord.


3. For these our sisters,


    who today have renewed their vows to the Lord


    for the kingdom of heaven:


    may they receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit,


   above all faith, strength, and perseverance:

          let us pray to the Lord.

4. For all members of the Augustinian Family,

    that, walking in the steps of the divine Master,

    they may proclaim the gospel to the poor

    and come to the aid of those in need:

    let us pray to the Lord.


5. For the young


    who are on the way to priesthood or religious life,


   that they may follow Christ

         with generosity and fidelity:

         let us pray to the Lord.


6. For all of us here present:

          mindful of our baptism and religious profession


   may we be vibrant witnesses of Christ in the world:

         let us pray to the Lord.

539. The presider concludes the intercessions with this prayer or something similar:

+ Lord God,

all holiness is from you.

In your goodness hear the prayers of your family,

and by the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary,

bless and protect these your daughters,

so that by your continued help

they may fulfill what your love has inspired them to renew.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

540. After the general intercessions, if convenient, according to the tradition of the Order, the presider and the other religious may exchange the sign of peace with those who have renewed their vows. The Magne Pater Augustine or some other hymn may be sung.

Liturgy of the Eucharist

541. During the song of the presentation of gifts some of the religious who have renewed their vows may bring the bread, wine, and water to the altar for the eucharistic sacrifice.

542. Those who renewed their profession and all present may receive communion under both kinds.

2. RENEWAL OF VOWS DURING THE LITURGY OF THE HOURS
543. The renewal of vows may take place during the Liturgy of the Hours.

544. The rite of renewal of vows takes place with great simplicity.

545. A particular hour of the Liturgy of the Hours, such as morning or evening prayer, is chosen. Everything is as usual until the reading.

546. In place of the reading an appropriate text from sacred scripture may be used, selected from those texts proposed for religious profession. A text from Saint Augustine or the Augustinian tradition may be added.


547. After the reading a homily may follow.

548. After the homily, the sisters who are to renew their vows come, one by one, before the superior and make their profession according to the following formula. If the candidates for renewal are numerous, they may all read the formula of profession together, but each one individually is to end with the words which indicate clearly her own will in the matter. 

In the name of the Most Holy Trinity,

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

I, Sister N., 

wish to imitate Christ more closely

and to give a fuller expression to my baptismal consecration

and to dedicate myself wholly to God and to the Church

and to help in its sanctifying mission

according to the spirit of our holy father Augustine.

Trusting in the grace of the Holy Spirit

and the protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary,

I renew my consecration to God 

by the temporary vows of chastity, poverty, and obedience,

made in your hands, Mother N.,

superior of this Monastery of N.,

(or Superior General of the Congregation N.),

and before all the sisters and the people assembled here.

I promise to live in perfect common life together with my sisters,

so as to search for God and serve the Church,

according to this Rule of our holy father Augustine

and the Constitutions of our Order

(or of our Congregation). Amen

The superior accepts the renewal of profession with these words:

+ Dear sister,

I accept the renewal of your profession.

in the name of the Church

and I receive you as a daughter of our Monastery of N.

(or in our Congregation of Augustinian N.)

549. In place of the intercessions given for the particular hour, the following may be used and adapted according to circumstances.

Let us pray to God to whom belong all honor and glory that we may continue on our journey trusting in the Spirit who lives within us:


Lord, send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth.

When we seek you, O God, we are seeking a life of happiness,

--let us seek you so that we may live. (152)

Lord God, you are our hope,

--give us the strength to seek you, who made yourself known to us. (153)

Late have I loved you, beauty so ancient and so new,

--you were within, but I outside, seeking there for you. (154)

Consecrated to you, Lord, we contemplate your delight,

--this is our hope; for this we live. (155)

Give us what we love, for we love indeed,

--and this love you have given us. (156)

For our sisters who have bound themselves more closely to God’s service,

--that their hearts may be filled with generous love for all.

Other petitions may be added.

Our Father…


550. The celebration ends in the usual way as in the Liturgy of the Hours. 


551. A closing hymn of praise may be sung. 

Chapter 20

25th, 50th, or OTHER ANNIVERSARY OF RELIGIOUS PROFESSION

blank

552. If there is a solemn celebration for the 25th, 50th, or other anniversary of religious profession of sisters, the following special rite may be used.

553. The Mass is that of the day or the ritual Mass on the 25th, 50th, or other anniversary of religious profession according to the rubrics.

554. The jubilee rites may be held during Mass and they assume the character of a solemn tribute of honor, love, and gratitude on the part of the monastery or the congregation toward its daughters.

555. For the 25th, 50th, 60th, 70th, and 75th anniversaries of first profession a religious may gain a plenary indulgence under the usual conditions.

Liturgy of the Word 

556. In the liturgy of the word everything proceeds as usual, except the following:

a) The readings may be taken either from the Mass of the day or from the texts found in the lectionary for religious profession.

b) The profession of faith may be omitted, even if required in the liturgy of the day. 

557. Following the gospel there is a homily, after which the presider, or the superior, invites the jubilarian to renew her total consecration to God.

558. If considered appropriate, the presider approaches the jubilarian for the sprinkling with holy water, while singing or saying one of the following antiphons:

Ant. Cleanse me of sin with hyssop, Lord,

that I may be purified;

wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. (Ps 51:9)

Or 

I will sprinkle clean water upon you

to cleanse you from all your impurities,

and I will give you a new heart, says the Lord. (Ez 36:25-26)

Or 

This is the water that flows from the holy temple of God, alleluia.

To those whom this water touches it will bring salvation,

and they will sing: alleluia, alleluia.

559. After the sprinkling, the presider or superior approaches the jubilarian to hand her a candle lighted if possible from the paschal candle, and says the following or similar words:

+ Receive this lighted candle, dear Sister.

Just as its light disperses the darkness,

so may your life shine with holy example and good works,

and thus be associated with the blessed communion of the saints. 

R. Amen.

Or 

+ Receive the light of Christ, dear Sister.

Guided by Christ, may you, as a daughter of light,

walk on untiringly.

Persevere in faith,

that you may be with him in you heavenly homeland

in the company of all the saints.

R. Amen.

Renewal of Profession

560. The presider and all present are seated. The jubilarian, kneeling, renews her religious profession with the following formula or one similar.

Lord Jesus Christ, 

today, (day, month, year)

on this occasion of my 25th  anniversary

(50th or other anniversary) 

of my religious consecration

in the Augustinian (contemplative) way of life,

I, Sister N., offer before all else my gratitude.

I thank God for the many gifts bestowed on me

As I walked this consecrated way:

grace, joy, and mercy.

I thank you, Lord,

for having allowed me to persevere

in the service of the community and of the Church,

in the joy of living together and in sisterly communion.

With all my heart

I renew before you,

before my sisters and brothers here present,

my vows of chastity, poverty, and obedience

with the desire to serve the Augustinian Family and the Church

until death.

Grant me happiness at the end of my life on earth,

to contemplate the light of your face,

for which I have longed and searched each day. Amen.

General Intercessions

561. It is fitting to conclude the anniversary renewal rite with the general intercessions. The following may be used. The presider introduces the prayer with the following or similar words:

For a 25th Anniversary:

+ Let us pray to our heavenly Father,

who twenty-five years ago called our sister N. to the religious life

and has given her the gift of faithful perseverance.

May the love of God ever increase in her and in us,

for the good of the whole Church.

For a 50th Anniversary:

+ Let us direct our thoughts prayerfully

to the Father of mercies and to the God of all consolation.

Today as we gives thanks in joy

for the many gifts on the 50th anniversary

of religious life of our Sister N.,

may we continue to offer praise with her

for the remainder of our days. 

562. Intentions may be selected from among the following or new ones prepared for the occasion:

1. For our Sister N.

who today is celebrating her 25th anniversary

(50th or other anniversary or other anniversary)

in the religious life:

that this day may be for her,

not only an occasion for heartfelt thanks,

but also a source of peace and perseverance

in the unity of the community:

we pray to the Lord.

2. For all those consecrated in the Church of God,

that they may persevere in the praise of God

from whom comes every grace and mercy:

we pray to the Lord:

3. For all the religious of the Augustinian Family,

that by living in peace and harmony,

with joy and humility,

they may reach the fullness of love:

we pray to the Lord.

4. For the people of God,

that they may recognize in the sign of consecrated life

the presence of God

who calls all to holiness:

we pray to the Lord.

5. For all of us gathered here,

that we may search in God

for the joy that has no end:

we pray to the Lord.

563. The presider concludes the general intercessions with these or similar words:

For a 25th Anniversary:

+ God our Father,

we thank you for this joyful celebration

of the 25th anniversary of Sister N’s religious profession.

Grant that we may live our community life in unity

as to be able one day to  enjoy the vision of your unity in the Holy Trinity.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

For a 50th Anniversary:

God our Father,

the one reward you have promised us

is to be with you for ever in the heavenly Jerusalem.

As we thank you for all the gifts you have bestowed on our Sister N.

throughout these fifty years of religious life, 

grant that we may serve you faithfully in this life

until the day when you will call us to the joy without end.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Liturgy of the Eucharist

564. While the hymn for the presentation of gifts is being sung, the jubilarian may bring to the altar bread, wine, and water for the eucharistic sacrifice.

565. At the end of the Mass the Te Deum or another hymn is sung.

Part Four

Admission to Various Associations of the Order

blank

Chapter 21


ADMISSION TO THE AUGUSTINIAN LAY ASSOCIATION  
blank

566.
The rite of admission of lay Augustinians may be conducted by the director in the headquarters of the association or in some other suitable place, including the church, but outside of Mass.

Introductory Rites




567. It is fitting that the rite begin with a greeting by the director. There follows an

       appropriate celebration of the word of God. The director gives a talk focusing on the

       universal call to holiness, and emphasizing the spiritual benefits derived from 

       membership of the Augustinian lay association, namely, as an aid to the faithful in their 

       quest for holiness and authentic Christian witness.

568. The director then ask them in these or similar words:


Brothers and sisters, do you wish to make


a declaration of commitment to our association?


After receiving an affirmative response, the director says:


I, in the name of and on behalf


of the Prior General, N., of our Order,


admit you to the period of probation.

569. The director then gives each a copy of the Rule of the Augustinian Lay Association.
Blessing of the Symbol

570. Where it is the custom, the director, after having handed over the Rule, may give new 
members a medal or symbol of the Order, which is blessed as follows:

+ Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal Father,

we ask you to bless + this medal (symbol)

and grant that those who wear it

may grow to an ever fuller appreciation

of the spirit of our Order.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Conferral of the Symbol
571. The symbol is given with the following words:

+ Receive this medal,

symbol of our Augustinian association.

May it be a reminder

to carry out faithfully your commitment.

572. The rite continues with the general intercessions with petitions for the Augustinian 
Family and the new members.

573. The director and other members congratulate the new members. In conclusion, a suitable hymn may be sung.

Chapter 22

Promise for Lay Augustinians
blank

574. The rite of the promise is performed during Mass.

575. If the rubrics permit, the votive Mass of Saint Augustine is used.

576. It is fitting that the priest who receives the promise should preside at the eucharistic 
liturgy.

577. After the gospel, the presider asks the candidates with these or similar words:

+ My brothers and sisters in the Lord,

what is it you seek?

The candidates respond together, or one speaks in the name of all:

We have studied the statutes

of the Augustinian Lay Association

and completed the time of probation.

Inspired by the grace of God,

we now seek to make a promise to God

and to be allowed to become members of the Augustinian Family.

578. In the homily which follows reference should be made to the nature and characteristics   

 
 of the Augustinian lay association.

579. After the homily, the candidates, one by one, holding a candle, stand before the 


presider and read the following form of promise:

With confidence in the grace of the Holy Spirit,

and invoking the Blessed Virgin Mary

and our holy father Augustine,

I, first of all, wish to renew my baptismal commitment.

In addition, I freely promise to God

that I shall make every effort

to strive for Christian perfection,

according to the spirituality

of our holy father Augustine.

580. The presider accepts the lay Augustinian in these or similar words:

I, in the name and on behalf

of the Prior General, N., of our Order,

accept your promise

and declare you a member of this Augustinian Family

and a participant in all its spiritual benefits.

581. The general intercessions with special petitions for the Augustinian Family follow.
Chapter 23

ENROLLEMENT IN THE VARIOUS SOCIETIES OF THE ORDER
blank

1. ENROLLMENT IN THE CONFRATERNITY OF OUR MOTHER OF CONSOLATION
582. Mary, assumed into heaven, helps and consoles with a motherly love all those who call upon her in a trusting way from this valley of tears, until the day when the Lord comes. Moved by the Spirit, at various times women and men have formed a confraternity or sodality around Our Lady of Consolation and, as members of such an association, receive a particular symbol to remind them of their commitment.

Blessing and Conferral of the Cincture


583. The priest blesses the cincture with these words:

+ Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal God,

we ask you to bless + this cincture,

symbol of willing and watchful service.

By the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary,

our holy Father Augustine and Saint Monica,

may those who wear it

persevere in your service and grow in your love.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

The cincture may be sprinkled with holy water.


584. Then priest then confers the cincture, saying:

Receive this cincture

as a sign of your willing

and watchful service to the Lord,

while you await in blessed hope

the coming in glory

of our God and Savior Jesus Christ.

R. Amen.


Blessing and Conferral of the Symbol


585. If another symbol is used instead of the cincture, the priest says:

+ Almighty and eternal God,

we ask you to bless + this symbol

of willing and watchful service.

By the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary,

our holy Father Augustine and Saint Monica,

may those who wear it

persevere in your service and grow in your love.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.


The symbol may be sprinkled with holy water.


586. Then priest then confers the symbol, saying:

Receive this symbol

as a sign of your willing

and watchful service to the Lord,

while you await the blessed hope

and the coming in glory

of our God and Savior Jesus Christ.

R. Amen.

2. ENROLLMENT IN THE SOCIETY OF CHRISTIAN MOTHERS AND WIVES
587. Saint Augustine, in his Confessions, describing his journey to Christianity, speaks about his mother Monica in this way: "Could you, Lord, whose grace made her what she was, disdain those tears and rebuff her plea for your aid, when what she tearfully begged from you was not gold or silver, not some insecure, ephemeral advantage, but the salvation of her son? No, Lord, that would have been unthinkable; rather you were present, you heard her, and you acted: it was done as you predestined that it should be." (157)


The Blessed Virgin Mary and Saint Monica become for mothers and wives models of life and perseverance and together in this sodality form a bond of support, prayer, and love.


588. The priest blesses the medal of the society with these words:

+ Let us pray.

O God,

you gave us the Mother of your beloved Son

to be our own mother.

We ask you to bless + this medal.

By the intercession of Our Lady and Saint Monica,

may this daughter of yours

(live her married life with undivided love and)

rear her children, whom she prizes as your gifts,

in the teachings of the gospel.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

The medal may be sprinkled with holy water.


589. The priest then confers the medal, saying:

+ Receive this medal

as a sign of your membership in this society,

and a reminder to carry out your duties.

3. ENROLLMENT IN THE SOCIETY OF SAINT RITA
590. God casts down the proud and raises up the humble. God willed to raise up Saint Rita, his humble servant, who in her own life shared in a special way in the passion of Christ. The perfume of the roses, associated with Saint Rita, still pervades the lives of men and women today.  Many women find in Saint Rita a model as daughter, wife, mother, widow, and nun and often have recourse to her intercession.


591. The priest blesses the medal with these words:

+Let us pray.

Almighty and Eternal God,

we ask you to bless + this medal

of Saint Rita of Cascia.

May all who wear it be drawn to imitate

her life and holiness.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

The medal may be sprinkled with holy water.


592. The priest then confers the medal, saying:

+ I hereby enroll you in this society

dedicated to the name of Saint Rita of Cascia.

May you share in all the spiritual benefits

of this society.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, +

and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

4. ENROLLMENT IN THE SOCIETY OF SAINT CLARE OF THE CROSS OF MONTEFALCO
593. Saint Clare of the Cross of Montefalco experienced in her own sufferings a share in the passion of Christ. She truly carried Christ in her heart, as was discovered after her death. Saint Clare was given the gift of wisdom. In her community she used this gift to help her community grow in holiness. With those who visited the monastery, cardinals, bishops, priests, religious, and laity, Saint Clare shared this gift of wisdom with all who visited the monastery.


Those who study, as well as those who suffer, have in Saint Clare a powerful intercessor.


594. The priest blesses the medal with these words:

+Let us pray.

Almighty and Eternal God,

we ask you to bless + this medal

of Saint Clare of the Cross.

May all who wear it be drawn to imitate

her life and holiness.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

The medal may be sprinkled with holy water.


595. The priest then confers the medal, saying:

I hereby enroll you in this society

dedicated to the name of Saint Clare of the Cross of Montefalco.

May you share in all the spiritual benefits

of this society.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, +

and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

blank

Part Five

BLESSINGS

blank

1. ORDER OF BLESSING
596. The present order is to be used to bless religious articles associated with devotional practices.

597. Particularly in shrines or places of pilgrimage where the faithful come together in large numbers, there should be a blessing of religious articles at certain times in a communal celebration. The blessing may be integrated in an appropriate manner into  celebrations held especially for pilgrims.

598. The present order may be used by a priest or deacon. While maintaining the structure and chief elements of the rite, the presider should adapt the celebration to the circumstances of the place and the people involved.

599. When a single religious article is to be blessed, the minister may use the shorter rite provided. Also a short formulary is given to be used in special circumstances.

Introductory Rites
600. When the community has gathered, an appropiate hymn is sung or there is a pause for reflection. Then the presider says:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, +  and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

601. The presider greets those present in the following or other suitable words, taken mainly from sacred scripture:

+ The grace, the mercy, and the peace of God,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be with you all.

R. And also with you.

602. The presider or another person introduces the order of blessing in these or similar words: 

The symbols of religious devotion that you have brought to be blessed

express your faith in various ways:

They serve to bring to mind our Lord’s great love for us

and to increase our confidence in the Blessed Virgin Mary and the saints.

When, therefore, we call down God’s blessing

on these religious articles,

our foremost concern must be

that our Christian lives bear true of witness 

to the faith they symbolize.

Reading of the Word of God


603. A reader or another person present reads a text of sacred scripture. 
Others texts may also be chosen from the Book of Blessings.

Brothers and sisters, listen to the words of the second letter of Paul to the Corinthians (3:17—4:2):

Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. All of us, gazing with unveiled faces on the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, as from the Lord who is the Spirit.


Therefore, since we have this ministry through the mercy shown us, we are not discouraged. Rather, we have renounced shameful, hidden things; not acting deceitfully or falsifying the word of God, but by the open declaration of the truth we commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the sight of God.

To bless oil:
Brothers and sisters, listen to the words of the gospel of Saint Mark (6: 7-13):

They anointed the sick with oil and worked many cures.

Calling the twelve to him,

Jesus sent them out two by two 

and gave them authority over evil spirits.

These were his instructions:

"Take nothing for the journey except a staff--

no bread, no bag, no money in your belts.

Wear sandals but not an extra tunic.

Whenever you enter a house,

stay there until you leave that town.

And if any place will not welcome you or listen to you,

shake the dust off your feet when you leave,

as a testimony against them."

They went out and preached that people should repent.

They drove out many demons

and anointed many sick people with oil and healed them.

Or:

Brothers and sisters, listen to the words of the gospel of Saint Luke (Lk 10:30-37):

He dressed his wounds, pouring in oil and wine.
Jesus said:

"A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho,

when he fell into the hands of robbers.

They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away,

leaving him half-dead.

A priest happened to be going down the same road,

and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side.

So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him,

passed by on the other side.

But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was;

and when he saw him, he took pity on him.

He went to him and bandaged his wounds,

pouring on oil and wine.

Then he put the man on his own donkey,

brought him to an inn and took care of him.

The next day he took out two silver coins

and gave them to the innkeeper.

"Look after him," he said, "and when I return,

I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have."

"Which of these do you think was a neighbor to the man

who fell into the hands of robbers?"

The expert in the law replied: 

"The one who had mercy on him."

Jesus told him: "Go and do likewise."

To bless roses:

Brothers and sisters, listen to the words of Sirach (24: 1.13-14):

Like a rosebush in Jericho.
Wisdom praises herself

and tells of her glory in the midst of her people.

I grew tall like a cedar in lebanon,

and like a cypress on the heights of Heermon.

I grew tall like a palm tree in Engeki,

and like rose bushes in Jericho.

Or:

Brothers and sisters, listen to the words of the second letter of Paul to the Corinthians 

(2:14-17):

We are an aroma of Christ for God’s sake.
Thanks be to God,

who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ

and through us spreads everywhere

the fragrance of the knowledge of him.

For we are to God the aroma of Christ

among those who are being saved and those who are perishing.

To the one we are the smell of death;

to the other, the fragrance of life.

And who is equal to such a task?

Unlike so many, we do not peddle the word of God for profit.

On the contrary, in Christ we speak before God with sincerity,

as those sent from God.

To bless bread:

Brothers and sisters, listen to the words of the first book of Kings (19:3-8): Strengthened by that food, he walked forty days and forty nights.
When Elijah came to Beersheba in Judah, he left his servant there,

while he himself went a day's journey into the desert.

He came to a broom tree, sat down under it,

and prayed that he might die.

"I have had enough, Lord," he said,

"Take my life; I am no better than my ancestors."

Then he lay down under the tree and fell asleep.

All at once an angel touched him and said,

"Get up and eat."

He looked around, and there by his head was a cake of bread

baked over hot coals, and a jar of water.

He ate and drank and then lay down again.

The angel of the Lord came back a second time and touched him

and said, "Get up and eat, for the journey is too much for you."

So he got up and ate and drank.

Strengthened by that food,

he traveled for forty days and forty nights

until he reached Horeb, the mountain of God.

Or:

Brothers and sisters, listen to the words of the gospel of Saint John (6:27-35):

You should not be working for perishable food.

Jesus said:

"Do not work for food that spoils,

but for food that endures for eternal life,

which the Son of Man will give you.

On him God the Father has placed his seal of approval.

Then the disciples asked him:

"What must we do to do the works God requires?"

Jesus answered:

"The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent."

So they asked him,

"What miraculous sign then will you give

that we may see it and believe you?

What will you do?

Our ancestors ate the manna in the desert;

as it is written:

"He gave them bread from heaven to eat.'"

Jesus said to them,

"I tell you the truth,

it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven,

but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven.

For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven

and gives life to the world."

"Sir," they said, "from now on give us this bread."

Then Jesus declared:

"I am the bread of life.

Whoever comes to me will never go hungry,

and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty."

Responsory

604. As circumstances suggest, a responsorial psalm may be sung or said, for example Psalm 122 (123) or some other suitable song with the refrain:



R. To you, O Lord, my prayer rises.

605. As circumstances suggest, the presider may give a homily in which he explains both the biblical text and the meaning of the rite.

Intercessions

606. The general intercessions follow. From the following intentions those best suited to the occasion may be used, or other intentions that apply to the particular circumstances 
may be composed.

Brothers and sisters,

let us call upon God in spirit and in truth, 

entrusting ourselves to the power and protection of God alone.



R. Give us, O Lord, the spirit of true piety.

1. Most merciful God,

it is your wish that we be always mindful of your marvelous works;

grant that the things we behold with our eyes

may move our minds to dwell on the signs of your mercy. 

2. You seek worshipers who will worship in spirit and in truth;

grant that with the aid of these articles and symbols

we may follow the way of devotion and faith.

3. Through your Son you have commanded us

to pray without ceasing;

grant that our constant prayer may help us to live pure and devout lives.

4. In your Church you generously provide us

with every means of holiness and salvation;

grant that whatever we receive through the ministry of the Church

we may use for its upbuilding.


607. When there are no intercessions, the presider, before the prayer of blessing says:

Let us pray.

All may then pray for a moment in silence.

Prayer of Blessing


608. With hands outstretched, the presider says the prayer of blessing.

a) Common Blessing
Blessed be your name, O Lord,

you are the fount and source of every blessing,

and you look with delight

upon the devout practices of the faithful.

Draw near, we pray, to these your servants

and, as they use this symbol of their faith and devotion,

grant that they may also strive to be transformed

into the likeness of Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

b) Blessing of the Cincture or Symbol
609. Blessed be your name, O Lord,

you are the fount and source of every blessing,

and you look with delight

upon the devout practices of the faithful.

Bless + this cincture (symbol),

sign of willing and watchful service,

so that those who wear it,

through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary,

our holy father Augustine and Saint Monica,

may persevere in your service and grow in love.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Blessing of the Rosary (Corona) of Our Mother of Consolation
610. The Blessed Virgin Mary is herself rightly named and venerated as “mother of consolation” or “comforter of the afflicted.” Through her, God graciously sent Jesus Christ to be the consolation of his people. Because Mary stood beside Christ suffering on the cross and endured her own bitter agony, she gained the blessedness promised in the gospel to those who mourn. Because the Lord consoled her by the resurrection of Jesus, she in her turn is able to console her children in all their afflictions.

Let us pray.

Grant, O Lord, we pray

that, in praying the rosary of Our Mother of Consolation

your faithful may confidently seek the help of Mary.

As they meditate on the mysteries of salvation,

help them to show by their actions

the truths they proclaim in their prayer.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

d) Blessing of the Scapular of the Pious Union of Our Mother of Good Counsel
611. The scapular is a sign of acceptance into the Pious Union of Our Mother of Good Counsel, approved by the Church. The scapular thus expresses our intention of sharing in the spirit of this confraternity of Our Lady. 

Lord Jesus Christ,

by your coming in human form

you became the guide and counselor

of all humankind.

Bless + this scapular (medal)

of the Blessed Virgin Mary,

Mother of Good Counsel,

and grant that all who wear it

may be faithful to her counsels.

You who live and reign for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

Or

O God,

source of all holiness,

you call all who are reborn of water and the Holy Spirit

to the fullness of the Christian life

and the perfection of charity.

Look with kindness on those

who devoutly receive this scapular

in honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

As long as they live,

let them imitate Christ your Son

and, after they have fulfilled their mission on earth

with the help of Mary, the Mother of Good Counsel,

receive them into the joy of your heavenly home.

Grant this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

e) Blessing of the Bread and Oil of Saint Nicholas of Tolentino

612. When Saint Nicholas was very ill, it is related in the account of his life that the Blessed Virgin appeared to him in a vision and told him to procure a little bread and eat it moistened with water, and he would be cured. The saint did so, and he was instantly restored to health. From this story the blessed bread of Saint Nicholas had its origin. During the life of Saint Nicholas he too dipped bread in water to cure the sick of various illnesses. In faith we ask for Nicholas’ intercession for our illnesses and those of our loved ones.

613. Blessing of the Bread of Saint Nicholas
Lord Jesus Christ,

you multiplied the loaves to feed a hungry throng.

We ask you to bless + this bread.

May it become spiritual nourishment

for those who eat it

in honor of Saint Nicholas of Tolentino,

and be beneficial to the health of all

who place their trust in you,

who live and reign for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

Or

Blessed are you, Lord God,

who have showered all creatures with your blessings.

Hear the prayers of these your servants:

that whenever they eat this bread

in honor of Saint Nicholas of Tolentino 

they may be blessed with your heavenly blessing;

that striving always for what is holy,

they may continually grow in charity.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

614. Blessing of the Oil of Saint Nicholas of Tolentino
Oil brings strength and health to the body as well as being a medicine that heals wounds. In this way it is associated with Saint Nicholas of Tolentino, the wonderworker of that city.

Lord God,

you sent your Son into the world

to carry the weight of our sorrows and infirmities;

hear the prayer of your Church

for these our sisters and brothers:

through the intercession of Saint Nicholas

grant that strengthened with the power of your blessing

and of this holy oil

they may gather at the foot of the cross

the renewal of hope in their lives.

Grant this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

f) Blessing of the Roses and Oil of Saint Rita of Cascia
615. It is said that on her deathbed Rita asked for a rose from her parents’ garden. It was winter. Nevertheless, a single, brightly-colored rose was found on the bush where she said it would be. Since that time, Saint Rita has always been associated with roses and with the impossible. The perfume of the roses, which symbolize her spirit, still pervades the Church and inspire men and women today.

616. Blessing of the Roses of Saint Rita
Your word, O Lord,

makes all things holy.

Bestow your blessing + on these roses

which we present to you in honor of Saint Rita.

By the merits of the cross and resurrection of your Son,

grant that whoever makes use of them

in faith and devotion

may receive comfort and relief in sickness.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Or

Lord God,

creator of all that is beautiful,

the splendor of these roses reflects your glory.

As we gather today on this feast of Saint Rita of Cascia,

we ask you to bless + these roses,

so that the faithful who use them to adorn their homes (this church)

may praise you always for the beauty

with which you clothed your creation,

and may imitate the virtues of Saint Rita

with which she announced your kingdom,

where you live and reign for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

617. Blessing of the Oil of Saint Rita of Cascia
God of mercy,

your Son, before leaving this world for you,

hung on the wood of the cross

and in his blood reconciled the human family.

Look to your faithful who use this oil

through the intercession of Saint Rita.

Help them to have the strength

to carry their cross each day

so that walking in the ways of the gospel

they may joyfully reach their eternal home.

Grant this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Or

God of compassion, mercy, and love,

in the midst of the pain and suffering of the world

your Son came among us

to heal our infirmities and tend our wounds.

May all who use this oil in honor of Saint Rita

be blessed with health of mind and body.

Grant this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

Concluding Rite


618. The presider extends his hands on those present, saying:

May God, who has revealed his glory to us in Christ,

bring your lives into conformity with the image of his Son,

so that you may reach the vision of his glory.

R. Amen.

And may Almighty God bless you all,

the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

619. It is appropriate to end the celebration with a suitable song.

2. SHORTER RITE OF A BLESSING


620. The presider begins the rite by saying:

V. Lord, show us your mercy and love.

R. And grant us your salvation.


621. As circumstances suggest, the presider may prepare those present for the blessing.


622. One of those present reads a text of sacred scripture, for example:

Romans 8:26-27

We do not know how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit intercedes with inexpressible groanings. And the one who searches hearts knows what is the intention of the Spirit, because that same spirit intercedes for the holy ones according to God’s will.

Or Colossians 3:17

Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Or Luke 11:9-10

Jesus said: “And I tell you, ask and you will receive; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives; and the one who seeks, finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.”


623. With hands outstretched the presider says:

May the merciful Lord

enliven and strengthen by his blessing +

the spirit of devotion and filial love in your hearts,

so that you may walk blamelessly through this life

and happily reach life everlasting.

R. Amen.

Short Formulary
624. In special circumstances, after having prayed the Lord’s Prayer, a priest or a deacon may use the following short blessing formulary.

May this (name of article) and the one who uses it be blessed,

in the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

blank

Appendix

blank

Latin Texts in Gregorian Chant

blank

1. For the Various Liturgical Seasons

625. Advent

Creator Alme Siderum

Rorate Coeli Desuper

626. Christmas

Jesu Redemptor Omnium

627. Lent

Attende Domine et Miserere

628. Passion

Vexlla Regis Prodeunt

629. Holy Thursday

Ubi Caritas et Amor

630. Easter

Victimae Paschali Laudes

631. Pentecost

Veni Sancte Spiritus

2. For Various Occasions

632. Veni Creator Spiritus

633. Te Deum Laudamus

634. Ave Verum

635. Subvenite Sancti Dei

636. In Paradisum

3. Proper Hymns of the Augustinian Family

637. Magne Pater Augustine

638. Magne Pater Augustine

639. Antifona in Honorem B.M. Virginis de Gratia

640. Modus Professionis Faciendae

641. Ante Oculos Tuos
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