Chronology of the Life of Saint Augustine, Bishop of Hippo (A.D. 354-430)

Early Life
354 — Born November 13 in Thagaste in the province of Numidia in North Africa (today Souk Ahras in Algeria), Aurelius Augustinus was the son of a pagan father, Patricius, and a Berber Christian mother, Monica. The family, which included two brothers and a sister, was respectable but somewhat impoverished.

354-365 — The infancy and early schooling of Augustine. Determined to secure a future for his intelligent son, Patricius made great financial sacrifices to see that Augustine received a classical Latin education in the local school. Augustine delighted in Latin literature, but he detested the brutally enforced rote learning of arithmetic and Greek.

366 — Augustine’s education continued at Madaura, a center of education in Roman North Africa twenty miles south of Thagaste, where he was sent to study rhetoric at age twelve. A formal command of rhetorical art, i.e., expressive, ornamented, and persuasive speech, was fundamental to any professional career, such as law or public life, at the time.

370 — Augustine had to return home for a year while Patricius saved money for his further education. A year of idleness led the adolescent student into acts of dissipation and sexual adventure, vividly recounted in Book II of The Confessions.
371 — Augustine left home again to study at Carthage, which he described as "a cauldron of illicit loves." He frequented the theater and kept company with a group of coarse friends whom he called "the wreckers." Here he entered into a long-term relationship with a woman whom he came to love dearly but whose name we do not know.

372 — Augustine's unnamed lover bore him a son, Adeodatus, "God-given." Augustine's father died, baptized a Christian on his deathbed. At the time he merited from his son a cold contempt for his marital infidelity and for failing to give Augustine the guidance and sense of self-discipline he needed during his turbulent adolescence. It is clear, however, that Augustine's extraordinary gift for affection and generosity in friendship was a legacy from his sociable, open-handed father. At the conclusion of Book IX of The Confessions, Augustine beseeches his readers that both his parents be remembered in prayer with "devout affection."

373 — On reading Cicero's Hortensius, a strong desire for true wisdom was awakened in Augustine. This dialogue on the necessity of philosophical thinking inspired him to dedicate himself to the study of philosophy. 
Teaching Career
374 — Augustine returned home to Thagaste to teach grammar, the underlying foundation for the study of rhetoric. Monica, appalled at his alliance with the heretical Manichees, at first refused to allow him to enter her house. She prayed unceasingly for his conversion to the Catholic Church.

376 — Augustine returned to Carthage following the death of a dear friend in Thagaste, which had made the associations of that city unbearable to him. In Carthage he opened a school of rhetoric. The rowdiness and pranks of the students made teaching extremely difficult and wore on his nerves. He persisted, however, in this career for eight years.

383 — Augustine left for Rome to teach rhetoric after several good friends, including Alypius, a former student of his, wrote urging him to join them there and promising him serious students and better pay. He deceived Monica about his departure so that she could not follow him. After suffering a siege of illness upon arrival, Augustine then had to endure cheating students who skipped out on him when it was time to pay their fees. But good fortune came his way when Symmachus, prefect of the city, chose Augustine for a post in Milan as professor of rhetoric.

Conversion
384 — Augustine moved to Milan and took up study of the Neoplatonists, especially Plotinus (A.D. 205-270). He became increasingly disillusioned with Manichaean materialism and with the New Academy skepticism about certitude that was fashionable at the time. 
Augustine eventually decided to become a catechumen in the Catholic Church of Milan after being impressed by the sermons of Bishop Ambrose, who showed him how to appreciate the Bible in spiritual terms, and whose discourses were mystical, with Neoplatonic concepts of the soul. Augustine recognized clearly now that his carnal activity weakened his efforts at introspective contemplation.

385 — Monica arrived in Milan a year after Augustine and set about arranging a marriage for him with a Catholic woman of an appropriate rank and means to further his career. By now, Augustine's carnal appetites were in deep conflict with his spiritual desire to seek metaphysical truth.

386 — In late summer, Augustine and his companion Alypius entertained a visitor, Ponticianus, who spoke to them about St. Anthony and the desert monks of Egypt who had left all they had in the world to devote themselves to lives of asceticism and prayer. Augustine began to feel his heart burn in his breast with the power that the call to a life of renunciation was exerting on him. He repaired to the garden of the house, where he wrestled with the demands of his flesh and wept with great, tormented sobs over his inability to accept the challenge of continence.

Hearing an unseen child say, "Pick up and read. Pick up and read," Augustine opened the book of St. Paul, which he had been studying, to Romans 13, where he read: "Not in riots and drunken parties, not in eroticism and indecencies, not in strife and rivalry, but put on the Lord Jesus Christ and make no provision for the flesh in its lusts."

At this moment, confidence and peace flooded into his heart and dispelled the anguish that had overwhelmed him in the garden. Paul's question, "Who will free me from this body of death?" became Augustine's question. Paul's answer, "Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!" became precisely the truth he had long sought. Augustine reported all this to his mother, who rejoiced in God for His answer to her lifelong prayer for her son.

387 — That summer Augustine, Monica, and their fellow companions had to remain in the port of Ostia while the harbors of Rome were blockaded by an ongoing civil war. Here Augustine and his mother, standing together as they looked out into a garden, shared a mystical vision as they talked about the utter silence in which God may be heard once the clamor of the flesh, the appeals of the world, and even the sounds of the heavens and soul are stilled.

A few days later, Monica fell ill with a fever and died, age fifty-six, leaving Augustine resigned to, though deeply aggrieved over, her death.

In Book X, Augustine gives an account of his state of mind at the time when he was composing The Confessions. Books XI-XIII set forth his own theological position on Creation, time and eternity, and the destiny of man to know himself and to know God.

388 — Augustine remained for about a year in Rome, where he investigated several monastic communities. He then returned to Thagaste in Africa with Alypius and Adeodatus, settled his property, established his own monastic community, and began to live a contemplative life as a lay "servant of God."

390 — Augustine's tranquil life of prayer and study in community was soon shattered by the death of his gifted son, Adeodatus, at age seventeen, and of another dear friend, Nebridius.

Bishop of Hippo
391 — Grief made Augustine restless, and he visited Hippo to see about setting up another monastery there. While at Mass one day, when Bishop Valerius was describing the urgent needs of the Catholic minority, besieged and persecuted by heretical sects, the congregation turned to Augustine and importuned him to accept ordination. He was made a priest on the spot. Augustine remained in Hippo for the rest of his life.

393 — In December, the General Council of Hippo met, providing an occasion for the assembly of Catholic bishops to see and hear Augustine. The subject about which he spoke to them clearly and eloquently was "On the Faith and the Creed." It was highly unusual for an ordinary priest to preach to bishops in this manner.

During this period and through A.D. 405, Augustine wrote against the Manichaean heresy, which he now completely repudiated.

395 — Augustine was ordained coadjutor (assistant) bishop of Hippo. In less than two years he would be made bishop. During his episcopate, he drove out of Hippo the Donatists and other heretical Christian rivals. He preached abundantly and wrote On Christian Doctrine. By 410 Augustine had written thirty-three books. He remained in this office until his own death in 430.

397 — Augustine began to write The Confessions, which were completed in 400 or 401. This work expresses three main concerns. One is Augustine's frank and detailed acknowledgment of his personal sinfulness and the power he came to recognize as God's provident grace–protective, creative, salvific–in every moment of his life. He also wrote in order to confess his own Christian faith and to clearly repudiate any supposed lingering connections on his part with Manichaeism. Finally, The Confessions are a heartfelt paean of praise and thanksgiving in honor of God's glory.

399 — For twenty years Augustine labored over On the Trinity, his most profound theological treatise. In it he exposed the errors of the Manichaeans, Donatists, Pelagians, and Arians. It included exegetical works and commentaries on scripture.

410 — Pelagius, a British monk, had taught an austere and reformed ideal of the Christian church for about ten years in Rome. He had gathered a small but devoted group of followers when Alaric's army forced him to flee to Africa. 

412 — An imperial decree was issued from Rome banning the Donatist church.

413 — For the next thirteen years, until 426, Augustine worked on his masterpiece, The City of God, a summation of his Christian philosophy of history, occasioned by Alaric's sack of Rome. In its wake the charge had come from all corners of the empire that this tragic event was the result of the forsaking of old pagan deities in favor of the Christian religion. Augustine refuted this charge by citing the fall of Troy, "the parent of Rome," which had been faithful to all its gods.

418 — The Council of Carthage, with over two hundred bishops under Augustine's leadership, pronounced Pelagianism heretical.

Final Years
426 — On September 26, Augustine nominated Eraclius to be his successor.

429 — Vandals, who were Arian Christians led by Genseric, invaded Africa from Spain.

430 — The North African coastal provinces of Mauretania and Numidia were ravaged by Vandals, who raped, tortured, and pillaged, burning Catholic churches along the way. Catholic bishops and refugees fled to Hippo, which was a fortified city.

On August 28, Augustine died after suffering a fever for several days. He had prayed with his frightened flock for the gift of perseverance in the faith by which the weak individual can come to share in the eternal stability of Christ. Bound as a father to his family, the bishop of Hippo stood firm until the end while all his world and life's work were destroyed in the violence around him. Though Hippo was partly burned, the library of Augustine was preserved from destruction. It contained much of what he felt and believed and has been handed down to us as our priceless inheritance. It comprised some 100 books, 240 letters, and more than 500 sermons. 

